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Nor are the good times just eco- 
nomic and social. Geopolitically, we 
are enjoying the fruits of victory in 
the Cold War. At no tinıe in the last 
500 years has the gap in Power be- 
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esl rival been as great as it is today. 
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But once they captured the 
television towers, NATO com- 
manders found themselves in 
the uncomfortable role of media 
Programming executives, In all of 
thelr preparations for the Bosnia 
peacekeeping mission, there was 
little anticipation that American 
soldiers would have to worry 
about what to show on television. 
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sexual couples equal atloption 
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The case involved a couple, 
Michnel Galluccio, 35, and Jon 
Holden, 34, of Maywood, who had 
bcen caring for a 2-year-old foster 
child since he was 3 months old. 
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In Dar es Salaam the aoclaliat values e 0 eS ho he countrys polltlcal e 
e 
: (OE one they entered the encouraged Ty 1 19851. success has ni beet, ا ی‎ rad system 
أ‎ conference hall. Tanzania's natlon has a golid founda* eco: 2 for although and virtually 
| president, Benjamin Mkapa, his | Our and harmony” was a mixed one, for d a unlîed nan-exlatent 
„ Ali Hassan Mwinyl, | ton of وا‎ E O his leaderahip created a a 
| and the country’s first president, rat lng that MF nation, his soclallam support ser- 
اا‎ aved to e Nyerere did wes simply to re ire eines. oa rota 
| politicians Wi {twas almost unprecede! downside of 30 years of th 
أ‎ applauding crowd at the con- Africarı hend of state to ateP “The t to see," . way in the 
1 gress of the ruling party, n office voluntary. soclolam ie nol ا‎ ayatem did 1 south and 
; | ehaMapinduzi (CCN, held ln | dow O dure Mr Yona, Te ea tlve; nortfiweat of 
November in Dodoma, c' t, Mr Nyerere influ not engender pi o Tt will 1 the county, 
anzanla, retire grand old nen in fact, It dlacouraged it Ti مرن‎ hile other 
The acene dramatically illus- iiea's first wave of indepen” take us many years : . até 30 i parts of Tanzania are going 
trated Tanzania's success in dawn from power, | recover’. , as the tively small population 0 od- | hixngry," says Festus Onunsade, 
achleving peaceful, democratic | dence tO #teP eth Kaunda an Tanzania's ranking as tryis | Hon people. Gross national pro the International Monetary 
Pe A ل‎ 0 such e Banda in the nelgb- works BU n estate | uct per capitals a lowly #118. Fiind's representative in Dor ea 
ف‎ can boast ا ا‎ bouring states of Zambia and ك‎ n crumbling a n PN county is pulling itself a و ت اا کدرا با ا‎ 
| | flpresidentand two former Nir Nyerere paved the way 2 a country's dilipl- و‎ e hare agriculturê has been a ekê 
أ‎ Tom. By e e ofthe for the peaceful successlon to dated bulldings and factories. | "0 ا‎ of ust 1 per cént respond to the poaive max 
continent, the country’s political | the presidency of his ا‎ Butits economic potentialis ' اا ا‎ The poor éco- , mjgnnls. iat although Tan- 
: stability is an impressive ا‎ a ` | much brighter th 5 a nomic performance ha» brought a a ny gub-Sabiran 
۲ 1 : ara, tha! 1 3 ji standards. 1 Hjevê ii 
و‎ pave n | uultk- party democrac? and | SOY eteconomicsin | witait low ind tas... | African country to achieve ih 
are very proud tO d to Jimit hia me in office | spiro . | expectancy leji tae of | doclal and political stability, e , 
„| united nation with no triballam, | A ear terme; ending ln | thé gove aig tountxy | _ Tanzahid ha® no ا ا‎ : ` Î «“éhallengê is to une the stabillty 
۳ f aclan and good relations, E a Tana ê CO0 square lio. | fertile land, 80 per yg | ga a spripgtioard f0 econotic 
between all our social ci : 1 Mr Mwinyt’s overlng and | country İs #' : have | growth.” N 
mance rinister, Daniel | „ Unfortunately etres (larger {ian Frauce icles gr 
n | econo RETA_ | Garren cored) nere TIE E 
: “We owe a gırat deal of those se 1 کو‎ 
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Janey 4 1a, 


Blair’s test : 


on Europe 


that World Trade Organisation sup- | 
porters who have warked on the 
draft develop a globalisation sce- | human rights and for its Kure 
nario in which corporations and | minority in order to start the acs 
foreign investors, through an unac- 1 
countable international tribunal, will 
have the power to sue governments 
and others for non-compliance with | question indefinitely, An angry Koll, 
its provisions. As we have already | would make for a bad sunmit. | 
seen Irom the activities of the to- 
bacco and other lobbies, advantage 
or the Australian prime minister, | lies with anyone who has the finan- | Gibraltar, particularly while Spaini| 
cial staying power to sustain court 


Continued fram page 1 


sion process, If Greece ducks, Kal 
would be on the spot, since le 
would prefer to delay the Tuekig | 


Almost as bad would be an Ang 
Spanish row on the sidelines ver: 


demanding some guarantee that Br 

rope’s enlargement to the east 2. 
not cut its receipts from the EU but: 
get. Spain pays 6.4 per cent of tel 
EU budget, and gets 15.6 per cend. 
its funds. Portugal, Ireland a' 


Skirting trouble on these (uz 
fronts would be a sound, if nega" 
achievement for the British pres! 


dency. But trying to be too posiin/- i ا‎ Gere, Harrison 
is dangerous. Britain's crediblkitys f 


so low that Blair's team would di 


rather than try any bold dashes f 
brilliance. Beyond the row faci, 


“there has been virtually no public 


‘Thus, for the MAI, the good guys 
tralians. The şole airrilarity between | are the ones who assist in opening 
up markets so that there is unim- 
peded movement of capital in inter- 
national trade. The bad guys are | Greece do even better, but Spa | 
those who still believe that trading j has the political muscle, 

comperative advantages is a wealth- 
creating principle, and that govern- 
ments exist to protect their citizens 


Politicians are in a double-bind 
because they cannot be seen to Op- 
pose the apparent benefits of liberal | better to show calın competent 
ination, yet they know — as Larry 
surprisingly, because it broke new |j Elliott has pointed out in the case of 


a 


Perhaps it is for this reason, 


Getiling the 
title right 


asks whether President Mugabe 


john Howard, is right in his policies 
relating to land ownership by in- | cases lasting years. 
digenous Zimbabweans and Aus- 
these two situations seems to be 
that in both countries indigenous 
people wete dispossessed by Euro- 
pean colonists, chiefly British. 

So far as Australla is concerned, it 
needs to be understood that Mr 
Howard's Ten Point Plan will over- 
vurn the existing Native Title Act, a Î from external exploitation. 
landmark piece of legislation that 
protects the Aborigines’ unique 
interest in land and respects their 
cultural and spiritual beliefs, Not 


ground, as İtcomes into effect some | the unfortunate banana growers in { Blair's tenure will be judged û 


three main fronts: the interests o 
Europe, of Britain and of progres 
sive politica. 

The UK government has to makt 
a choice, whether to win approving 
tabloid headlines by scoring natior 
alist points, or secure a deeper 
British interest in demonstrating 4 
constructive return to the heart of 
Europe. After all, Blair confidenly ' 
expects to run another British pres 
dency in 2004, and clearly does not 
want to atld io the national reputz ` 
tion for slubborn petulance in tht | 


ample, showing a preference to sait 


consumers rather than to seek 


Those readers who want to learn | some special deal for British beef. 


Modest goals count to secure 
Europe's best interests, Britain wil 
look to housekeeping issues such 35 
advancing the single market and 
putling some teeth into those 
promises at November's jobs sutr 
mit of some real training for the 
young unemployed. Judged Ù 
Britain's interests, Gordon Brom 
may be better employed ensuring 
that the Clty of London ls not dlsa 
vantagcd in the stock, bond and CF 
ital markets by the coming of e 
euro, rather than pursulng any a0 
boyant new challenges over status. 

The area where Blalr could 0 
himself, Britain and Europe most 
good is by streasing the different 
that progressive politics can meke. 
Europe is a secretive place, 
Foreign اا‎ Robin Coo! 
promise of transparency i 
matters could pkove dramalc 
There are serious civil iberties 0% 
cers in the working of the new Eur 
pol schemes for law enforce! ment 
cooperation. all, progressi™e 
politics means exploiting the felp 
clusions of the jobs summit to 1 
Europe's 18 milion unem! 
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So perhaps the best way to con- 
front the reality of the slow-motion 
coup d'état that we are now all in- 
volved in is to suggest to our politi- 
cians that they too will lose their 
jobs through redundancy if they clu 
not read, and oppose, the small print 
of the MAI, and come up with new | meantime. This wouılcl mean, for ex | 9 
rules that govern fair trade at و‎ 
negotiate, something not possible | global, regional, and local level, be- j guarl the health of Europes’ 


ing on Factsheet gives a summary 


Whites who 


amendments are deemed necessary | the Caribbean — that WTO regula- 
tions decree those smallholder 
farmers must lose their livelihoods 
Much deliberate misinformation | because the governments involved 
has been circulated to support the | have signed relevant Gatt, Nafta, 
Howard governments regressive | and WIO agreements; possibly 
amending Bill, including a sugges- | without realising their implications. 


to make the legislation more work- 
able, 


tion that freehold titles could be at 
risk. This i8 a mischievous untruth. 
Furthermore, pastoralists holding 
leases have been assured that wher 
native title interests conflict with the 
operation of the pastoral lease, then 
the pastoral lease prevails. Similarly, 
while the existing Native Title Act 
protects the right of Aborigines to 


under the amending Bill, Aborig- | fore it is too late, 
ines are not given the right of veto 


over mining development. about Big Brother's latest ideas for 
Australia, which could once have | world domination can access 
taken proper pride İn the way it was | http://www.citizen.org, where click- 


developing a4 truly multicultural 
society, now faces what could be a | of the MAJ. 

decisive and divisive moment in its | Brian Wilts, 

history. Apart from refusing to | Anduze, France 
make any substantial arnendments 
to the Ten Point Plan, the govern 
ment refuses to make, on behalf of 
1 nation, ا‎ apology 

jr past injustices red by in- 3 

disenous Ausralane. Such nang, | WO/6N? 'T WONG 
gence does nothing to further the 
cause of reconciliation, which so | /READ with interest Richard Hall's 
many indigenous and norrindige- | Î obltuary of Hastings Kamuzu 


Tous Australiana aa a | Banda (From doctor to dictator, De- 
national priority. cember 7) and found it a fair sum- 
David Dyer, 1 mary of the peculiar career of a very 
Buninyong, Victoria, Australia peculiar man. I feel, however, that 

the piece does a disservice to many 


of the whites present in Malawi at 
the time of independence, where it 
states that “The whites in Malawi — 
settlers and servants alike — were 
1 eind the little doctor”. 
jy parents (white) were not 
e iş an urgent need to fol { unique when ‘they had to flee 
low up Larry Elliott's excellent | Malawi in 1965 to avold arrest, nor 
article (Money makes the world go | were the actions of his white oppo- 
found, October 26) with an exposé | nents forgotten by Banda. 
ofa rather frightening development Before leaving for the Common- 
in globalisation: the drafting of the | wealth Games in Edinburgh in 
Multilateral Agreement on Invest | 1970, Malawian athletes were 
ments (MAD. warned by Banda not to apeak to my 
This astonishing document, j father, a warden at the student ac- 
amounting to “the constitution of a | commodatior used as the games vi 
single global economy”, has been in | lage. Being described as “a hyena, 
gestation within Organisation of | even whose saliva is poison” is 
Economic Cooperation and Devel- | something that my father is quite 
opment (OECD) circles for about | proud of, 1 think, but being told that 
two years, But the Public Citizen's | he and like-minded whites were be 
Global Trade Watch group in the | hind Banda in his seizure of power 
United States has been fortunate in | is insulting. 
obtaining a copy and has posted it | N Diarmid Ross, 
on the Internet, explaining that | Edinbtergh, Scotland 


Carve-up at Big 
Brother's table 


a tourist last summer. The authorities 
dodged the issue, while the media 


the Muslim world are as helpful a8 
the tabloid press's stress on the fact 
immigrants. OHN SPENCER (Decernber 21) 
Did she read about the Irish 13-year- 
old rape victim who had to fight to 
come to Britain for an abortion? 


U are wrong, Fay. Your article 

18 premised on erroneous a8- 
sumptions. Girl Power does nat 
triumph. How can it? It is a false 
concept, media-perpetuated. Your 
point that “the current fashion for 
male loutishness" (when did it go 
out of fashion?) is a “desperate cry 
for help — hopefully female help" 
defies belief Women took respons} 
bility to effect changes in their own 
lives and the lives of other women. 
Men need to take responsibility for 
themselves, not look to women to 


T IS significant that it took a post- 

feminist authoress to make the 
Weekly with her all too accurate ob- 
servations on the degraded nature 
of modern man. Other male witers 
—— established journalists and soci- 
ologists among them — have been 
making pretty much the same ob- 
servations for years. For their pains, 
they have been cold-shouldered, or 
i at like sour offal by the 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


So who’s playing the 


rather than any cowardly silence on | or political scrutiny of the MAI, yet 
1 0 ۴ s5 he de vi / no 9 0 o 0 2 e of Ms Wel- Tegotsione have already reachcd 
FO a. Ww lon feel obliged to speak out on our | an advanced stage". 
e ٣ behalk What is almost unbelievable Is 
Edward Crabireê, 
AY WELDON'S claim that femi- | vieted of taking part in a gang rape of | Letcester 


nism may have gone too far is 
only valid for that élite group of 


middle-aged, middle-class women to | turned these children Into monsters 
which she herse belongs {Pity the Î in a sexcrime sensation, Moreover 
men of today, December 21). Weldon’s comments about sexism in 


Her research seems severely lim- 
ited: she makes ambiguous refer- 
ence to single mothera for whom, 
apparently, “the state takes the 
place af the husband or partner and 
does the providing". This is wishful 


that these boys were 


thinking of some imagined idyll | Eugenie Woodward and 
shattered long before Britain's | Simon Blackburn, 
Social Security Secretary, Harriet Û London 


Harman, stuck her stilettos In. 

As a 30-year-old single mother ln 
tulHime employment, I am one of 
those wicked women who drove the 
father from the house (he admitted 
having an affair); changed the locka 
(to prevent him gaining access 
while I stayed with a friend to re- 
cover some semblance of sanity); 
gave my ex no visitation rights (he 
hag refused all my lawyer's propos- 
als to date), and contacted the Chill 
Support Agency after what is now 
seven months without maintenance, 
Men's Inability to communicate 
doesn't need to be placated by Fay 


Weldon'’s silly little fairy-tales. make thelr lives better. 
Lizzie Eldridge, Lorka Fitzpatrick, 
Arthur Street, Cardi, Wales Liverpool, Merseyside 


AY WELDON believes that the 

flight for women's liberation has 
gone too far — if only that were 
true, We teach in an innerrcity, all 
boys school, wherc sexism 16 rile. 
‘These boys are not living in a world 
where they lose out because women 
have the advantage; they live in a so- 
ciety that promotes sexism affecting 
both men and women. 

Male school students from olur 


sniffed 
borough, aged 14 to 16, were con- 


liberal British press, 
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UTH AFRICA 5 


" - Diasonant 
voices: 
Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu 
' (lef) is 
™, presiding over a 
proceas whiclı 
he hopes wil 
result in a new 
atart for the 
!' nation. Former 
prime minister 
i P W Botha 
(below) has 
called the 
process A 
‘aham’ and will 
8 1 " not submit anı 
2 1 "REN : &xplanation of 
™ . why the 
2 3 Nationalist 
: party behaved 
ا‎ 1 as it did during 
ا‎ 4 1: hi N 


apartheid 

meant for eight people. These will 
one day replace the corrugutecl irorı 
forgive, or is that power of forgive- shanties on the tewnships’ erlges. 
ness within the power of an individ- | and the government is building 
ual alone? "Ah," he said, "we | 5 million of theın. 
Aliricans are not like you Europeans. Most of the people you inert 
We are a great deal more commur- speak about brut. Ul stands fer 
nal. You are the great individualists. | humanity, and a sort of forgivenesn. 
Each has advantages, but we say a | In most places, and in most peuple, 
person is a person through other | tiıis was a wislı aml a prayer, onc of 
persons, the solitary individual is a | the higher pledges, andl cone thal 
contradiction in terms. Something | was hard lo live by, after all that had 
that happens here to an individual | passed. Bul Mrs Hashc was ful] to 
impacts on the whole community." the brim wilh brt. As she spoke 

And how might he feel about peo- | of the days when she woukl help 
ple entering this process and nol | her lusband io write puliticil 
telling the truth? "Are you sur speeches, and wlıen hey would gu 
prised?” he asked. “Whiclı one ofus | out together and sell vegetbl™s, 
has ever enjoyed saying sorry? .. | she crieda tittle. 
But it is a perception [that the “Tor a long time iherc was ne 
process is one-sided] from people glass in our bedroom window,” sani 
who are alreacly beleaguered, espe | Mrs Hashe. “The police had put 
cially the Afrikaans. Bul the Eng- petrol bombs {hrnuygh there. They 
1ish-speakcrs tend lo have an | were ıryiîng to kill us for a long timi. 
arrogaıuıce — you know, We didn'l . The day after my Busbaıl dina 
„ .— but they voted these Nats into | peared I went to the prison and we 
power election after election with in- looked over the prison walls, thinl- 
creasing majorities. They were em | ing we would sce him there, but 
right time for something to have Î Joying the fruits; now they want to Î nothing. Ancl that night ihe police 
happened — I like it in Galatians, ‘in pretend they didn't support attacked our house. And in the tine 
the fulness of time’ — and a number | apartheid, Have you ever found any- 
of things coincided to make this just body who supported apartheid? No 
the right tine for this kind of com | — absolutely nobody supported it, 


promise to succeed. One of the | noteven the Nats!" 
The British newspapers? “Ab- 


forgiveness, Is it possible for a na- 
tion to forgive, for a race group to 


five top judges of this country 
said that apartlıeid wasa gross 


“There were those who systemat- 


And why this method? Why are 
irulh and reconciliation put to- 
gether with amnesty? “We were on 
the verge of calastrophe," Tutu said. 
“This couniry nearly went up in 
flames. There is almost always a 


‘The truth commission 
has done a lot for me: 


things that was agreed the e Rs N 
vislon of amnesty . . . the securlty | solutely. en you think of the 

forces would not have allowed the | number of them who were ridicul- I know what happened 
transilion to happen in the way thal | ing us when we were calling for | tg my husband’ 


sanctions. Extraordinary. But any- 
disclosure, in public.” way we are here now, and it's a milra- 


[asked him about the business of | cle, and no country has ever been 
prayed for as we have.” Prayers? 


"Well, this is ultimately spiritual. 


jt did otherwise. Bıuıt we wanted full 
after that 1 looked for my husband. 
But I never did find him." 

Mrs Hashe had been part of {he 


Politicians don't usually speak about | struggle for freedom In South 
forgiveness . . . we are speaking Africa. She was once imprisoned 
about grace. We are lucky to have herself, When her husband was 


ty in | gone she felt alone, and thought she 
might never kaow all that had hap- i 
d. The hearing into the murder 

` ûf the Pebco Three has brought 
something to an end for her, 

"[ am proud of my husband,” she 
said. “He had the good heart, and 
he would teil the police, You are 


i 


And De Klerk too added some- | Ff. 


where Nationalist whites were 
witcl hunted? "The truth of the mal” 
ter is, atrocities were committed,” 
Tutu said. “They clidn't just happen, 
somebody was the perpetrator, And 
while it is true that awful things 
were done oıı both sides, the fact 
waiting to happen. And all of these | that 
have 
violation of human rights, and lhe 
vast bulk of its victims were black, it 
is clear you are going to find there 
is no equivalence. 


ically set out, as a matter of public 
policy, to carry out a scheme that 
was buttressed on lies. The sysleln 
itself was a lie. And the acknow- 
ledgement of this does not neces- 
sarily land someone in court — it 
lands them in something lke the 
confessional.” 


4 


thing to our understancling of the | ' 
Afrikaner state of mind when he | : 
talked about "these people, ıny fore- 
bears", who “unclerslood oppres- 
sion". He described another world 
of poverty and resistance: a world of 


to regain our independence from 
the British; our victory at Majuha 
and the bitterness of our defeat in 
the Anglo-Boer War in 1902.” 

So there you have it. There are 
many blood rivers in a country like 
South Africa, and many forgettings 
that have never been forgotten, The 
new process of truth and reconcilia- 
tion refers specifically to crimes 
committed since 1960 under 
apartheid, but lurking beneath the 
surface of that rubric, under its pop- 
ular momentunı, there may be other 
truths, and other reconciliations, 


concerns are seeping imperfectly 


lieves in tlhe basic principle being 
enacted. Reconciliation, they say. 
cannot even be thought about witli 
out some sort of reckoning withı the 
past, and the past that ınost people 


copper bust of Robert F Kennedy. 
“If you dont have some accepted 
history," he said, “the chances are 
you will not gel as a community. 
Look at Northern Ireland or Bosnia. 
They have different understandings 
of what took place, and they use 
them to blow up the resentments 


exposed.” 
As people know, lislory is most 


process of truth- 
seeking would not become an exer 
crowd j cise in blaming. Would it be 


gated lightly gi oy ose to the people who gave the or- limi 

and shot in the back i e 0 gh Neier, president of the elles o ا‎ gp E 

e bodies were burnt the be Institute, gave voice to Î as a Christian, I could not recon a ugh ا‎ 

El be Brighton township, Port | said "those , I" Nuremberg,” he | myself to this sort of aciion. At that 0 a e 

izabeth, Noveriber 1997. It is 12 | Nazî criminals iE iC IOP | stage we executed the polcy ofthe Mary chime oon 
Jears since the deaths of the Pebco O SE ا‎ "dahl. Meniory | 

e Foe cg ajne of lhe Peboo 15 established legit. | go ل‎ she is right Memory 

ays there was great 40 was never allowed to ' j 
to replenish’ the 


cari claim memories other’ 
than those forged in Isolated vacu- 
ms. People lived'out thelr fivès un- |' 
aware that horrific actions; . . wefe |i 
taking place in the buildings next to 
them. Ëvérj one of us has half a |' 


WEEKLY 


Cortinued from pagê 
kı Snyman did not ask the minister 
to elucidate; neither did he ask him 
tor any sort of written authorisation. 
He simply took it as an order that 
the Pebco leaders should be elimi- 
nated. Snyman told Du Plessis to 


the abu 

n E iEty being offered | who E aa 0 0 by e carry out the order. Du Plessis, up | white people fighting for self&deter- 
mE is that it is easier to Î ment.” the gorey i | on stage, looked ill. He was yellow. | nıination, and the scars from that 
e a ler than to torture or De Klerk said he coul ı * | “Port Elizabeth was ungovernable,” | fight never going away, Something 
inl ker You were following orders | evidence of a ah see i lıe said, "Pebco was in control here. | was preserved: a fierce indepen- 
۲ €n to uphold the government | ground”, maki for “conn: [fone wants to say there was a war | dence, a notion of resentment, a 

of the day, you can just about gel | nie Mı dela! ng reference to Fg — they won it.” “Eliminate, neu- | congenital tnste for segregalion. 
ا‎ with murder, but how do you | of April a „ nforgettable rena lise, take out. Were these words | “The collective memories that we 
explain hitting a handcuffed man | matches and "U Our boxes! vonımonly heard through the | inherited were of the Covenant of 
with an iron bar? One of the TRC of | shall [i yr necklaces, x 1 ld?” “Yes,” he said. Blood River,” said De Klerk, “the 
shall liberate this country” e e et oath that was taken at Paardekraal 


“What did these terms mean to a 

1i n, coming frum politi 
cians? “It meant they had to be 
killed.” So there it was: P W Bothıa's 
minister for law and order told Sny- 
man, a divisional security branch 
ehiel, to “make a plan” in relation to 
the Pebco Three; Snyman told the 
chief in Port Elizabeth, Hermanus 
Du Plessis, to put together a team to 
carry out the operation; Du Plessis 
asked “Sakkie”" Van Zyl to take 
some officers and some askaris; and 
Van Zyi decided to abduct the three 
men, take them to Post Chalmers 
aud there (depending on whase 
truth you follow} either to inlerre- 
gale them, to beat them to death 


truth, and if they can prove tl 
د‎ ley did | looki i : 
it اا‎ political reasons, then they will hos E 2 0 De Kek and hide their bodies, or to interro- | into the new South African day. 
ا‎ a rationale to o e اا‎ gale them, drug them, shoot them It may take thousands of (lays to 
young black man told me the amnesty, called the en and dispose of the remains. see them clearly, but a e 
one you talk to in South Africa be- 


So something of the truth is fi 
nally out. What can be done with it? 
The families of the clead men sit 
across from the murderers. Tliey 


7 Î kave heard something. Kimpani 
Mogoai, one of the askaris, stands 
up. "I have taken this opportunity to 
speak the truth," he says. “1 regard 
myself as a disgrace to my mother, 
my family, my relatives, my friends, 
the families of the Pebco Three, and 
the nation. It is with deepest re- | that the original events caused, or 
morse that I ask for forgiveness, 
and hope and wislı to be reconciled 
with everybody once more, and be | often wrilten by the victors, and I 

part of a better and brighter future | wondered if the 
lor South Africa." 

The man is weeping. The 
is silent. The Afrikaans poet Antjie | possible to avoid the situation 
Krog knows this is all necessary. ا‎ 

And it would have been necessary 
at the end of the Anglo-Boer war 
too. "More than 26,000 women and 
children died in British concentra- 
tion camps and elsewhere during 
the Anglo-Boer War," she wrote, 
“Wasn't the mere fact that the 
abuses of the war were never €x- 
posed perhaps not a key factor in 
the ere that iormulsted 
apartheid’ What would have 
happened if acknowledgment had 
been made about British wrongs 


fuhire in South~Africar-never_ al |: 
lowed to take its: place in the’ ng j 
tional identity, to make old wrongs 
less easlly repeated. “Apartheid |' 
led’ us. so successfully,” she | 


GUARDIAN Went, 
Janay, 


lies. Its investigatio, 
geted almost e beat 


amnesty and trying to argue out the 
truth. The audience is several hun- 
س‎ trong blacks, 
— and their whi 
tles keep you right about what is 
going wrong. And something is 
E wrong ~— people are iying. 

ne of the great problems with 


those associated with 
government, and ita 0 
times appears to be increasing : 
gressive and prosecutorial i 
is said, written or reported 


ficials told ıne it was always oi 
get difficult when it 0 
amnesty Part of the whole process. 
‘The humanitarian hearings were 
easy,” she said. “lt was leartrend- 
ing, but clearly catharlic and hope- 
ful. People felt there was a sense of 
correction and righteousness about 
those hearings — victims of torture 
asking those who hurt them to ex- 
plain — but these hearings, the 
ones for amnesty, are seen by some 
to be much more divisive. These 
guys up there, these applicants, sur- 
rounded by lawyers, are irying to 
get off. They committed gross ille. 
galities, but if they tell the whole 


The hearing involvi : 
Mandela may have ا‎ 0 
per the view that the process So: 
sided. But it is a matter of fart hE 
Desmond Tutu is in a rage about 
Klerk and Botha. He is amazed te 
can say they personally kuew nl 
ing of the atrocities, "] am Amon 
many,” said Tutu, "that went lo li 
government with information abar 
the sarts of Ilıings that we are nox 
investizating. There was almost ij 
avalanche of information; to say mj 
do not know, I find that difficult” 
The men responsible [or the elim 
ination of the Pebco Three were cr 


, Transvaal i 
rying out orders. That is ûne way û 


comunission was 


these men. “Theyre ll i" bY thorised and mala fde". 


People in the Nationalist pari 
are quite fond of the nation tht 
such actions were “aberrations”, de 
partures from the normal way ol 


Motor plant | would have 1 
f cori nd cence) premented | Sorurly Bn th a | OO | e 

Pebco was a E e Commission Sodolori ي 1 اتو‎ me tecepted dd te woman. ut 8 ا‎ 
ا‎ E E Police, Ser. E action That Hd int a oleet history you will not Arelibishop Desmond Tut said a 

e TRC | of paper, then certainly me dtp, | elas a community | Yee. r E 


proval of the government of the day. 
Two policemen are seeking 7 
amnesty at the Pebco hearing who ` 
were nol present at the slayings: 
Harold Snyman and Hermanus 
Barend du Plessis. Snynıan was pre ; 
sent in the detention room where 
Sleve Biko met his death. Speaking 
only recently about that incident, 
Suyman sail things like, “I am not 
sure who hit him and wlio got hit, 
though he atmitted he had lied to 


late. He re n! at truth, is somewhat haım- 


Port Eliza- | vi ng an inqutesl al 
ni wê ab i ا‎ 0 join him in submit- | {ul ke i a e er 
informers | Nationalist ons of why the | pressure from his commander, 
rked out of | the right ti Party felt it was doing | thal it woıd ıınt be revealed thet a 
lings. And he refused 1o | doctor was not called to Biko unl 


two (lays after the beating. 
Ai the Centenary Hall in Ne 
Brighton, Snyman tries to save hin 


But j sel ا‎ evidence to the ca 
sion throws a little light, and a lot 
if they tell the truth shadow, over just who authori 


the killing of the Pebco Three, SY | 
man speaks weakly in Afrikaans. He ا‎ 
أ‎ 
ا‎ 


is clearly shattered. ر‎ 
“Personally,” he says, “1 had prob 
lems with the killing of people, ButI 
came to the conclusion that the onlf 
way forward was for these three 


ن 


turn up when subpoenaed t ۳ 
in the week before Christmas. e 


iety in the middle. of 1985 about the 
fact that the security forces were 
losing control of the Eastern Cafê. 
A state of nearanarchy was thought 
to exist there, and all methods ol 
dealing with it — all legal methods 
— were not working. Snıyman #8 
he was taken aside by. Louis Î 
Grange, then minister for la¥ and 
order, and was told to “make a plan 
with regard to the Pebco activist 
“Fight fire with fire.” 
cuntinued,on pagê 


megre < 


gy losing 
le commission is not perceive 

to be Impartial,” he said, iie 0 
siflon is seen to be overwhelmingly 
a of | representative of only one.side in 
the men | the former conflict . . . the broad 
, Seeking Î perspective of the ANC and lis al 


in 1979 and 1980, Hashe wa: 
speaker at meetings and dr 


major force in frustrati iscrimi- 
natory practices in E it 
organised rent and consumer boy- 
cotts. Hashe became Pebco's secre- 
, and was joined by the 
dent Qaqawuli Godolozi, and 
ments that had fought againstit, the | Galela i Secretary, Champion 
On May 8, 1985, Hashe wı 

0 و ق‎ past, of renewing the country by 


quested a meeting with the Pı 
leadership — the notion was وا‎ Che Butneleeie, yo up Oa nd 


contribution might be made to the 


1 H 
as did Godolozi and al Eee: 


the Police Security Branch’ 1 
hit-squad unit at Vlakplass. ho 


SOUTH AFRICA 


LURE 


he Nani 


0 


lice at the Western Mine 


t forget 


iliation Commission is heari 
iss ng crimes commi 
elp heal the country's divisions, asks Andrew ا‎ 


HE most memorable leaders 
are good at forgetting, They 
tend to use history however 
they please, Pinochet and Pol Pot 
could never’ remember a thing, un- 
less that thing could be used to en- 
rich their darker purpose. Napoleon 


the Port Elizabeth Ford 


tions. By the ınid-1980s 


tary, 


British Consu 


organisation's funds. 


When they arrived at 
beth airport, the three mı 
ducted by black ANC 
(called askaris) who wor 


Lotz, and Warrant Officer Beealaar. 


is, Th 


freedom. Up on 0 
involved in the slayin 2, 


Black South Africans reac of the 1973 clash between miners and pol 


To forgive - and no 


South Africa's Truth and Reconc 


f 


It would allow people to question 


4 FOCUS ON 


under apartheid. Can it h 


T 


and Stalin were just the same, fo 


getful and forgetting, never 

wreck the day with an es 
dance of established facta. They say 
Nicolae Ceausescu could remember 
nothing of the villages he bulldozed 

and had no memory for the names 
of the women he ordered shot, And 
it has become a pri 


so, in our times, 


ority for inki 
gootthinking govern | thelr torturers, and to find out just 


how and where violations o 
it would seek to establish ا‎ 
abouts of those who had disa 
peared, and identify the graves 1 
those who were murdererl; and it 
would talke measures towards the 
granting of reparations (money and 
atherwise} to those who suffered 
or whose loved ones suffered. li was 
a process set to turn South Africa 
into the Republic of Conscience. 
The Truth and Reconciliation Com: 
mission (TRC) was to become the 
governing evangelista, under the 
i of Archbishop Des- 
0 tu, of the nation's new 
So what is the 


emerging narra- 


the Eastern 
jail 


down schools — and was thi 
on Robben Island until 190 
came back to his honıe town of Port 
Elizabeth; io the late 1970s he Was 
cliscovered to be something of a 
leader, and was drafted into the 
ranks of the Port Elizabeth Black 
Civic Organisation (Pebco). 

C0 was one of the most effec. 
tive directaction groups in S 
Africa. It had formed i an e 
to oppose water levies and rent in- 
creases in the townships, and had 
organised two widespread strikes at 


men replacing despotic 
regimes, to begin a process of atl. 
telling. They want to name the past 
see it as it was, open up the com 


no way ahead, no betterm 1 
out a public avowal of the e 


ments, on 


mon mentory, and then move on. 


"The struggle of ma 1 
u 3 
Power,” wrote Milan Kunden 1 
the struggle of nemory against for- 
getting.” And so it is. There is no fu- 


ture ııntil the past is acknowledged. 


fore. 

Nelson Mandela startecl hi 
grand attempt at rememberin 
while still a prisoner on Robben Is- 
land. He would write notes on toilet 
Paper, using milk instead of ink 
wrapping his tiny scraps of truth in 
plastic, He would stick them on to 
passing food drums, hoping that 
someone further along, someone 
less isolated, would find a way to 
smuggle his words oııt to the world 
In the courtyard at Robben slant 

you can still see the garden where 
Mandela buried the book he was 
writing, and you can still feel some- 
thing of the fear in that enclosure, 
the fear that truth might never 
make it over those damp walls. 
„In 1994 President Mandela revis 
ited the island. He stood by himself 
looked across the waters of Table 
Bay, and told himself that the time 
had come for the whale of the coun- 
iry io note the truth, He believed 
that the future demanded it. And so 
didthe new constihution. 
While negotiating his way out of 


و 


UK NEWS 7 
Clinton misses out 


as good times roll 


Martin Kettle 


o be HIV guinea pig in vaccine quest 


ctor Î e 
1 pulation. This is not true in som 
i duced by an American conıpany | Pol a 
س‎ a a ا‎ e hold Dr ih some British (ancl kih: e eh trial had dy 
researc : Fring wl a e E E | hee 1 e i bie lal said. Î served a useful purpose in focusing 
DOCTOR i ا‎ self with the .weakened but live | cause of . 
HIV h in Britain has 


dent since Franklin Roosevelt had a 
miserable year. 


ine. 
1 did | attention on the need for a vaccin: 
1 “I did not cause any İliness but di The way forward, he believed, was 
volunteered to be injected 0 ie rE wilh Dr Far- | not r BE e HEF “education hand in hand with a vac- 
Commenlators tend to blame e alê Corel thing at St Stephen's, now the | hood of resi . 
ofa poten! 
F THE world will Probably re- | Clinton himself for this failing. Yet 
| menıber 1997 for the birth of a | the blame, if that is the right word, 
cloned sheep in Scotland and for 


lies not with him but with the elec 

the death of an iconic princess in | torate, who had once again voted for 
Paris, it was also the year in which a "cohabitation" between a Demo- 
Hong Kong, one of world capital | cratic president and a Republican 
ism's greatest powerhouses, was urı- Congress which neither party 
easily consigned to the largest | wanted. The new Congress elected 
communist state on the planet and Î in November 1996 has clear Repub- 
in which, partly as a consequence, | licar majorities in both Houses, and 
the once awesome Asian tiger 


a handful of "offyear" elections in 
econonies stumbled to their knees, November 1987 suggested that this 
J was an unwelcome inümation is how the voters want it (o stay. The 
of mortality for the confident new November 1998 midterm elections 
world economic order of the 1990s, | —~in which the whole House of Rep- 
and was an event whiclı sent rever. resentatives and just over a third of 
berations around a global economy | the Senate will be up for election — 
in which political leaders on every | are unlikely to change this defining 
continent are still struggling to find condition of the Clinton presidency. 
a nteans of imposing some meaning Clinton's second-term adnıinistra- 
and upholding their authority. tion contained several important 
Ironically, few leaders har more | changes from the 1992 team. In par- 
difficulty in this endeavour than | ticular, the promotion of Madeleine 
President Bill Clinton, just as no | Albright to be the first female Secre- 
nation has better embodied both the Î tary of State in US history brought a 
economic confidence and tlie politi | popular public figure to the heart of 
cal uncertainties of the mid-1990s | American foreign policy. Albright's 
than the aclrnowledged sole Super | actual achievements, on tlie other 
power of the postcold war era, tlie hand, were harder to discern. The 
United Slates. US made little progress in the Mid- 
On the onc hand, the US econ- Î dlc East peace process, and Albright 
omy continued to grow and prosper Î was criticised for standing aside as 
throughout 1997 as almost never be- | relations between Israel and the 
fare. The US's gross domestic prod- 


: t people to be- 
1 different. | cine. We do not wan! hing that 
1 ital, The new vaccine is very diffe ieve the vaccine is something 
2 vec director of HIV clini- | Chelsea a وا‎ “This is a virus that has ار ات‎ they can throw their con- 
cal teeareh a the Royal ree oem u not expec miracles from | tached from ا‎ the real | doms away." ing HIV had | KE £ the risks 
tal iı London, sald he was oe the aciine, developed by Donald i ااا‎ chop and change. O a nk cures | Dr Youle: fully aware of the ris 
to take the risk of becoming Derosiers of Harvard University. ing, is that we would get re- | been greater ally, fatal med ision by 
‘tive and developing Aids. EE ا‎ we | The worry is : me other potentially fal 1 orted in his decisioı 
ay go Lhrouah i a E E cegihioation and HETERO 2i | E O O hi eS e ph dependants 
ا‎ 8 get will ۲ r | form of the virus. is, he said, because the t hurdle for the 8 
about what relative risks 2 id. he said. ‘You will reduce You! Some risks worry Dr Youle more | rosis, big investment in drugs. The nex! i at leit, 5Û 
end up doing nothing, | ep getting HIV. But this thers, While he accepts that had led to a big of an infectious | which has attrac! eet 
make judgments on what wor- ignificant difference | than others. Y i und a One advantage it." | American doctors a3 volur . 
ES TT BT TL get mie PD, | O O IE Fe 
a gril doing" sources ا‎ 37, took part in a front carriage ofa train. 1 hive a 0 died in . arms. Pm Boing Dr Youle expects to be 
e vaccine trials جا‎ E î 1991. This e E BF etting HIV in this | not realistic about what it can do Ld githin 12 wlontha, 
Farthi ۶ : : 1 
iy Charles Farthing, a largest Aids | the e HIV ا‎ 1 p17, country compared with the general | you 
4 2 '3 Hos- | creat 
clinie in the UK at St Stephen's 


8R Norway hit bY 
North-South | j| seaborne 
poverty nuclear waste 
gap widens 


| Paul Brown 
URWAY 
E IFFERENCES in life expel ۹ iî 
زا‎ ancy are widening ılramalicaully N : 
iı Britain bawer {he North nud o 
the South, the rich and lic pot. it 
new slucly has shown. 


Te 
“u UM 


lear plat in unt‏ ا 
1h J ue lear jli‏ 
 cleuinuls fon‏ 
Ahaby boy burn in Cail in .‏ 
s to defeat lhe Democrats (who have | in August, a victory that enjoyed | tle Republicans now increasingly the early 1990s cant expel lu iv‏ 
Palestinians deteriorated anew, In | divisions of their own), the Republi | clear popular supporl, and a peı- spend tle Democrats into defeal a‏ 
uct al constant prices rose by ınore | November, anolher fudged con- cans cannot agree onı an agenda that‏ 
than 2.5 per cent, witlı production Î frontation with Iraq revealed that | j‏ 


ost seven years longer thur 1 
local level. What matlerer was hal | counterpart in e n 
Clinton uppeared to be selling aceess ing lo an analysis ul ا‎ 
io his time, his Wlıite House bed ıres in England [rom lî . 


sonal triumph for the teanısters' 

leader Ron Carey. But it was all 
aging. The party that chose Bob downhill for Carey after that. Aides 
Dole even though it did not believe admitted that they had laundered 


increasing every month throughout 


is not so divisive as to be selfdaın- 
the US was paying the price for that 1 


failure. And the US was badly out of 
step with other countries at the 


year, unemployment falling to 
its lowest rate for 23 years, and cor- 
porate profits surging to new 


null Û ceur On n~ 


raved HUH 1il u wt a IN > 
E TI Hur 1y 0 0 أ‎ 
ın cub 9َ 1 E e 
rooms anl ven, some said (falseb). from narrowing the lull e Grimes ا ا‎ e 1 
in himı shows no sign of getting it | union funds into Carey's 1936 re- | to grave plots in Arlington Cemetery ily gap between eha Rp, : 
€ world climate conference at Kyoto | right next time. election campaign fund, and a re-run | in order to sîay in office. ¥ Bults, the situalion as in England 
records, The stock market rose with | in December. Nevertheless the weight of Re- | was ordered. In November a judge Clinton entled the year by telling 1 time. Life EY G7 yeas lor | f 
exceptional speed during 1997, with Qn the domestic front, a number | publican numbers ensured that | barred Carey fron standing, arl | a press conference that it had been varies by an average of 6: 1 
the Dow Jones breaching both 7,000 of Clinton's appointments fell foul of | Clinton had to struggle to get lıis | several prominent labour leaders 
and 8,000 for the first time, before | the Republicans and of embarrassing 
falling back (though only for a 


legislative proposals through a hos- Î were implicated in tlıe funding in- 
tile Congress, and was forced to | quiry. The high hopes after the UPS 
comproaınise and withhold on liberal victory were back in cold storage. 
legislation, Education reform and a Carey was far from alone in his 
fresh health programme were money-raising problems. Indeed al 
largely abandoned, Big issues like | times in 1997 it seenıed as thouglı 
global warming and the tobacco | the entire American political system 
/health argument had to be | was rotten wilh financial shenanigins, 
fînessed through deals. No parly was free from accıısalions 

In one notable case — Clinton's | that it was bending and breaking the 
altempt to arm himself with “fast rules established after Walergaic lo 
track" authority to nake trade deals 


ences ir ilu Sullificlcd planl. 
° Septeniber last year Mi hinl 
Meacher, the Environinennt Minis- 
ter, at a meeling of minislers from 
15 countries including Norway, 
pledged that the UK would end 
sea discharges of nuclear 0 and 
lle m m e to nelly remove fram Brilain 
was to finally rı 1 n 
nel Ina ’s deficit may fall to Lottery E O n TD 
nsli- | : ۰ 
2 e a clue, | Peter ا ا‎ al oi i itl of the Oslo/Paıîs 

tfolio and sole share!‏ : 1 کر با 
potent u recagiise ia and sport comnniittee under | Por'‏ , 
"tS ii ant to recognise that Dan Glalster________ jİ pedi al‏ 


scandals. His firstehoice CIA direc- 
tor, Tony Lake, had to withdraw, 
complaining that the Republicans 
made him feel like “a dancing bear in 
a political circus". In a classic Capitol 
Hil confrontation, the president 
failed to get his choice of ambas- 
sador to Mexico past Senator Jesse 
Helms. The year ended with a stand- 
off over Clinton's attempt to appoint 
a distinguished Asian American lib- 


"a banner ycar”, that lıe was nat a 
lame (luck and that he had a ful 
Agenda of “vital issues", Not many of 
lhe Waslıington political class saw it 
lhal way, antl beyond ihe capital. 
fewer still. Clinton's presidency re 
mained benign antl popularly toler 
altel within the limits imposed by 
Republican aseeıxlancy, but it some 
limes seenecl lo have little purpose 
beyond sclfperpetualion and he 
eleclion of Gore in lıree years’ time. 


while) in the wake of the autumn 
chillin the Asian economy. 

In the 1980s, such non-inflationı- 
ary expansion and corporate prof 
itability were achieved on the backs 
of millions of unemployed and 
through tax redistribution to the 
rich. But in 1997 it seemed as 
though full employment and prof. 
itability were expanding without 
causing inflation. Inflation, which 


1 اک 

| : 5 i al effects at one 

d 4.7 years for women, ancl E 1 

e des are of enjoyment . . . An audiener 2 0 وچا‎ The £6 million Trocadero cinema has a 

e a, E و‎ e's most advanced cinemas in n i eci] heê 
E ا ا 1 ا‎ 150 action films which the audience 

ries and between the riclı and 
0 within countries,” said Veena 
Suni Raleigh, one of the re- 


.pollu- 
Commission, which controls .pol 
1 pany, the New, in the North Sea, had expressed 
2 ised the dome | the operating com 2 Cormipany.; | .tion.in the Nor! 1 
Pi Helin bt NE a HE Millennium Dome ioral 0 tgniiiCenl i coneeplion e Milena, Fe! e COMER arl E 2 n gelte, 
bring propriety back into public life. | The ronlity is that lhe Key momentol E e. E a one wich cold coat te al | hy to be breathtaking in ut se | unavoldably Increase we will ugh’ | Lobsters off Sellafield were caught 
eral, Bill Lann Lee, to head Af the top of the heap, both | the seconcl term seems likely to be etime of dis ional difference | Lottery millions of pouwn orm- | tion”. It expressed doubts abou! ding. | further steps to ensure — throug! in the summer by the Ministry of 
had been 3 per cent in 1996; looked the Department of Justice's Consumption hed rd Clinton and Gore faced de- | the almost unthinkably demeaning „ The growing regional d death | than budgeted, a report by a c' eral aspects, however, Including. n the 
a 1907 U5 0 E 0 Sen ult Er i leniless 28. | sexual hrarrassment heari E lê in heie healih authority | mittee of MPs has revealed.  . 
0 . an interest rates, € real silver lining for ' thei -raisi i Paula Jones, wi 
go aod isto rically fairly low. The | Cinton was that ıe o. I@VelS and the American people r ey undmiaing | him brought by Paula J 
good times just kepton rolling, publicans took to arguing 
As a result, one problem which 


is set to begin İn Little Rock in May. 
With the cconomy booming 2 
domestic politics bogge 
technicality and eken a 
got on with enjoying . 
Consumpitlon reached record ای‎ 
and the American people bough! 
more cars, computers and Coc 


: — that the Milennlum and found to be 
iy: | transport to the Greenwich site, the: he lotery ~ ia able to meet them." - | Agriculture (Maf) 
areas. In the years from 198486 the |. With £450 hb e lack of sponsors, the content and, | Comınissiç 
[ already coi 
difference between the highest and Î money alrea 


lowest 1 times ,over the European Union 
expectancy areas ş initially granted | 32 5 n 
oll eR O gat lon of oir 0 e ofthe Nor- |, 

52. | ject, the report expresses alarm that. | thg contingent og ultimate | 2200 milion of lottery money e end. s meer efe ior U 
ا‎ and 43 for women. By | the lottery wil be used 2 peg Eg 3 ea ا‎ epal Corr 2 ne E 
yeara for men af ۲ 1. YY ا 2 1 ا‎ 
199294 the o 2 §7 act eufîcient eponeorihip meet company 2 e ا‎ e n. E EE pelle 
f Povees rk 7 : 0 ا پ2‎ 1 to be underwritten by’ 1 

ich and poor. | their target 1 ccf appear f 

he Nl too. In n mid-19808 ing the yearlong celebration. Organ- 0 a 


r thelr own reelection 
paign: id for thi 
among hemsclves aile bought more cars, computers and aE E 1994 
an just trying to humili- £ 

ate thie president. In partic. 2°Ca-Colas than ever before 
ular, the lustre which had 
attached to House of Representa- 
tiveş Speaker Newt Gingrich since 
1994 was dulled when he became 
the first holder of that office to be 


had beset every preceding US ad- 
ministration for the past three 
decades seemed to be suddenly 
more soluble. Tax revenues from 
the booming economy flowed with 
such force into Treasury vaults that 
the federal budget deficit fell to 


1997 in Washington, with a 
which Congress could notamend— | series of often highly selective and 
e a a sectarian inquiri 

y anı alliance between right. and, at ti unlawful fund-raisiri 
wing Republlcans and the bulk of be 55 


ther in-' 
i | from teke revenye and o Jeet: 
: come. the total cost of the project: 
Ie expectancy in the most affvent | isere hope to rise £150 ilon | lo o iso draws attention to 
1 Colas per e an cre areas exceeded that In the most de- | through sponsorship an 
activities by the Democrats, Not did the gooı 1 
0 0 reprimanded for an ethics violation Democratic congresamen, This im- In 0 the ` Republican at he 
ıgure since 1974. Faced with a | and was fined $300,000 on acharge | portant snub underlined how de- | te 
much smaller deficit, Clinton and | of 


en er Lon parliameı answer T1 least 2768 million... n 
presid inner London, Hon from ticket sales and marketing. a parî n e 
٤ 1 u lon. : tary by 1 
e8 seemed to prived, 1 1 5 : 
to sh that the presi which include li wil] bı 
hed Clin! p/ low tim 


ton has become from 


3 


away too: crime. fell in every major 


1 
: ‘A7 : | nowert “We are not the mastera. ' |. 
2.8 years for men and 1.6 years: |. i | power: ky masters.” . nr of the commis- 
gt CE" | and vicepreaident had broken the | ciiy in the mation, in mary cases r e r The quotable quotes of 1 997 ا‎ ihe Queen neren rt be too. don e due ler hla mont E 
. | many of hig ats, themselves, by making ird succe : : OEE ا‎ | —inelne a e ian. ,enyironm 1 
jalanced budget strategy which | for party ends. Gini ig only | peelelly in the trade lora though fundralene phe ا‎ 2 ‘Gountry that e O Blals | sentences always had verbs. Pol | r arl N er wed: Î aid mould awalca full report from; : 
they agreed would eliminate the | narrowly reelected Speaker in Janu- Î it by ao means implied that his prin- | White House, came to nothing | vulnerable to all manner of collec ا‎ e Epidemiology and’ LAN CLARK snd Tey 100 | sorry to see he's slippedin ', ; ; dng anniyeraery... ıı .. i the board before deciding how to |" 
deficit altogether by 2002, ary and has become, İf not a busted cipal Democratic antagonist, House when the Attorney General J Jounal igh and. Aeacher came top of the recent years.” | Novelist Martin Amis geta,in . alk 
1 On the other hand, American pol flush, then damaged goods minority leader Richard Gephardt, | Reno, decided Rnist further: ives. a runhly Health. Dr ekla hel most niemorable ا‎ 9 ,the, Ê : Î. with hls deseriptjon of hiş mild, : 
itics did not enjoy the largely un This personal humiliation for Gin- Î was bound to capture the party's tigations. But. much darmage-wağ Î 1980s in Manchester have; | 1997, writes John Oxford. 1 j | iife crlsia: “Xot are ving in A. .: 
troubled progress of the US | grich ted a deeper crisis in the | nomination for tke presidency lii | «done by these inquiries, since the had: e e life spans, in | ` Alistcompiled by 5 features , 2 ا‎ 
economy. Clinton began his second Republican party which has not yet | 200, Vice-Presidlert ` Ãî Gore re. exposed Cllaton and Gore as politi England  ' 2 ا‎ ` Quotatlons Dictionase u 2 
j | term in the White House with a call, n solved. The party is enjoying Î mains favourite for that honour, İn | clans obacaged by the need to raise Men and women from the cilyi | Mr واچ‎ foronê |i 
| 1 at his second Inaugural, for an end remarkable electoral succesa, but it | apite of everything. ._ | funds to pay for today's had average life spans in the 199s! |. pairing 
; ! | to bickering and extrema partisan remains an unstable coalition be- The fasttrack vote was one of bro expensive campaign techniques, ‘It of 69.9 and 76.7 years. This çûm; 
ahip”. But this was wishful thi « | tween a Conservative majority and a | clear signs of the re-emergence of | did not matter that the Republicans Pared ` with national average lifei ENES 
Having been re-elected on the | liberal minority. The conservatives | the trade unions in American polit Î are themselves past maaters at this špans of 74,1 and 79,5. In contrast: aa three entrjeg, in- , 
strength of the economic and em- | have the upper hand ideologically, | cal life after years of marginalisation |. art, nor that the Republicans gctu- mên and women ij thé top life er wordp on açhieving 
j. | ployment boom (though with only Î but the Ilberals remain financially | and retreat The other Was the | ally spent more: in.the 1996 Dole-, ` | Pectancy area, Cambridge, lived to 2 
1 j 49 per cent of the votes casD, the | and electorally indispensable, Teamsters union's‘ successful strike Kemp campaign than the’ Demo- .1 A E 
` | fîrst second-tlerm Democratic pres Î Though strong enough in numbers Î against the UFS distribution system crats did on ClintotrGore, nor that 
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T66 and 81.1years, 
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a e Council and | burgh marked their 50tl 
deputy prime minister wh former | aııniversary and seemed t أ‎ 
up thoi len Hi Hi ا‎ 0 dreamed | celebrations, which coil | 

The Tories, q 0 ace. the restoration of Wind led wih | 
under their u e after a disastrous fire toye 
William Hague, made little impres- humbling or e r 1 | C ourt’s m oral 
1 


sion as the official Opposition. | lost the royal train (too 7 
cos! 


Hague has taken hi 1 
48 taken his party (urther | run) and the royal yacht (too € message for 


to the Eı 1 1 
RL E right, ruling out | to replace). Britannia will ا‎ 
currency for the | life as a tourist attraction e [ the Socialists 
l. either ù || 
The Queen is also opening herf 1 
nancial accounts to greater pub | EDITORIAL 
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Capital transfer fails 
to enthuse Kazakhs 


کے کے کے 
Sophle Shihab In Moscow president has himself come to re-‏ 
Sophle Shihab m Moscow ____ ' fise {lat it is a bad idea, but that he‏ 


HE "GRAND IDEA” of Nur- | cannot backtrack without losing 
sultan Nazarbayev, which | face. 


was sceptically received A series of justifications for the 
when he launched it three years | transfer of the capital have been put 
ago, took concrete shape on Decem- forward. The first is a geostrategic 
ber 10, when the Kazakhstan presi- | one: only 40 per cent of Kazakh- 
dent officially inaugurated his new | stan's 16 million inhabitants are 
capital, Akmola. But no one knows if Kazakhs, and another 40 per cent 
the actual transfer of the administra- Î are Russians who live mostly in the 
tion will take place as promised in İ northern, more inclusttialised half 
June. of the country. The transfer of the 
‘The inauguration ceremony had | capital 1,000km to the north, to- 
been postponedl five times in recent wards the country's geographical 
months because work on the project | centre, is seen as a gılarantee 
had fallen behind. The transfer of | against any separatist ambitions. 
the capital of this forıner Soviel re- Still fresh in the Kazakls' minds 
public represents a huge challenge. | are the separatist calls made by 
The average monthly income per | Alexander Solzhenitsyn and eutlut 
inhabitant is $35, barely higher than | siastically echoed by Cossack 


foreseeable future, and i 
press e hE E Manchester or in Leith. 
itters, the Europhile Heseltine and 
scrutiny and slimming dı أ‎ 
royal household by Sef hi 
minor courtiers with curious titeş 


Keach Clarke. 
€ Liberal Democrats, now wi 
0 0 do little better. There ا‎ 
0 ye 2 the party's and obscure jobs, such as Goll 
. i ying to | Stick in Waiting. So, it is said, wi|| | confirmed an earlier ruling and 
the monarchy become closer to lhe stripped Henri Emmanuel of 
People of Blair, his civic rights for two years. 
Thia means he will cease to be 


keep his soldiers' swords sheathed 
T HE public “feergood facur | | deputy and general councillor 


N DECEMBER 16, the final 
court of appeal in Paris 


until he and Blair can 
agree a - 
2 for electoral reform. The ie 
ا ا‎ oid ad a ref 
1 portio: 1 
voting from which the Lite Demis aol which so eluded the hapless E e E oO 
other parties, would undoubt Major quickly returned soon and, because of a provision in 
small pt. | after his electoral defeat, This owed; | Frances electoral law, will not be 
ss to polities than to billons df} | allowed to run for political office 
pounds in windfalls which poured ` for four ¢ 
into the laps of savers as building That was the chief punishment 


edly benefît. So there is no i 

centive to rock New Labour's boat 
E Prime na was the out- 

Emma‏ ا 

er in the parade of self-re- ا‎ and insurance companies, meted out to ا‎ 

abandoned their mutual status and ' capacity a8 natlonal treasurer of 

transformed themselves into banks he e e CO a 

and providers of financial services. when it a ip E 


i, 


Diana in Angola: the garding tributes to Diana, Princess 


of Wales, when she died in a Pari 
 W Paris 
underpass in September. With bio 


princess's death revealed a more emotlonal Britain 


PHOTOGRAPH: JUDA NGWENYA 


PBP ken voice i : 
ower to the PB overblown a e ips, i The unexpected cash kept retail nancing, in other words before a 2 
eop e him no end of good. Whether 1 ers’ tills ringing happily, financed 1990 law provided for electoral in the other countries of the Com- | activists i1 Kazakhstan until 
وده ج س س ا ی‎ knew it or not, by exploiting the foreign holidays, and indirect spending by political parties to | There I was, imagining they were going to decriminalise soft drugs” | monwealth of Independent States | Nazarbayev silenced them. 
ل‎ ames Lowi ents in Decenıb powerful emotions that surround 1 helped house prices 1o resume 4 be controlled and partly (CIS). And lengthy sirikes by work- Akmola, now that it is the capital, 
iS Cenıber provoked a ıninor | There were policie the image of Diana, and her e ed | slow upward trend. funded by central government. not been fulfilled, Emmanuelli’s | for four years, focuses on the | ers who had not been paid were bro- | will attract to the marth the Kazakhs 
fews, homework i 8 —— on cur- | sistence on the importance of The inflationary effect of all this This legal sequel to the so- | punishment is, they argue, proof | very point at isaue: democratic | ken up this autunan. who occupy almost all the country's 
ANY YEARS hence, people workfare, taggi . 1 neighbours, pressing emotions he ex- | was contained by a series of sınall called Urba affair — Urba was a | that the courts have been guilty | representation. Meanwhile a luxurious preside | administrutive anl government 
will probably remernber tolerance, a lenders, zero | recommending himself was | hikes in interest rales for which the research consultancy set up by | of hounding one party, and even ‘The necond flaw in the argu- | tial palace has just been completed jobs. The Kazakhs in the reginn will 
h 1997 as the year which saw cuts, dissident Eu OM legal aid In calling her “the People' Government can no longer be held the PS at the beginning of the | one man, to the exclusion of | ment put forward by Eınman- in lhe “old" capîtal, Almaty, and a | slowly but surely outnumber lw’ 
a Change of government after 18 smacked of a gove — which | Princess", he precisely captured tl S | 1o blame, since the Chancellor, Gor- 1970s to organise the collection | others. «elli's supporters is that they | new palace is rising in Akmola | Russians. 
a Tory rule, and the one in the big stick And ا‎ ment wielding | public mood and, in the pro, 1e | don Brown, handed over control of of fictitious commissions on | These arguments contain two | persist in failing to understand | alongside other prestigious build | The risk of earthquakes in 
2 5 ا‎ nation mourned the bully was sometim € image of the Process, | rates to the Bank of England within public worka undertaken by | flaws. The firat is that they fali to | that for the public at large | ings that are supposed to lend the | Almaty, which lies ati the fool uf 
e, ا‎ of Diana, Princess of the manipulative a embodied in days of Labour's taking office. local authoritles — has shocked | recognise that the ruling pe- | equality before the law is the | trappings of a capital to aı economi- Û rountains near the country's south 
pled an O1 events certainly occu- mouthpiece, Alastair Canny 0 Unemployment continued t» fall not only those in Emmanuelli’s | nalises not an Individual mis- | main guarantee of democracy. | cally blighted provincial town in a | ern border, is another reason given 
ا‎ unprecedented acreage of became the sole co ult 0 Most of the new jobs were created party, but many other politicians. | demeanour but a collective | No one is entitled to exempt | remote corner of the icy steppes. for the lransfer. 
nifî Paper space, though their sig- master's words and a for his in the hotel, leisure and entertain They say that the sentence is | violation of the law, himself or herself from the law, Akmola, which means “white A third reason has lo do with the 
Gent ae may turn out to be less But far-reaching Char ment sector, though there was also unfalr because it punishes a man | _ Itis, in fact, the PS's system of | and especially not those respon- | tomb” in Kazakh, was a Cossack set- tradilional division of Kazakhs into 
The 0 supposed, anges also lie growth in engineering and motor J | not for illegal personal erırlch- financing that has been con- | alble for drafting and enforcing | tlers' fort in the 19th century. It | three groups called jz, ù word Liat 
istration ا‎ Major's admin- manufacturing, r ment, but for actions taken in bis | demned through the person of | it became a Soviet town, Tselinograd, j in Genghis Khan's day was trans- 
RH ak n May, after a continuing As the year drew to a close, how party's service. They contend j Emmanuelli. The message of the If the Socialists, under their | atthe end of the fifties, when Nikita | lated in the West as “hordes”: there | ' 
fightin Jing saga of sleaze and in Î more closedcircui many ever, there was evidence of a signifi that since political partlea com- | ruling, which was handed down | leader Lionel Jospin, do eventu- Khrushchev decided to make it the | is a "big" juz, which is the most in 
lg over Europe, came as no cant cutback in the kind of inward pete for votes, according to the | after appeals had been lodged by j ally decide to ask Jacques Chirac | focal point of his clisastrous canr | fhuential ancl forms a majorily in the 
Investment which Britain has been constitution, the methods they | Emmanuelll, is that political | to exercise his presidential right | palgn to turn the “virgin steppes" ا‎ A el a e 
urther to the north, and a "small" 


parties and their leaders are no to pardon Emmanuelll, they will | into farmland. 

more entitled than any ather | be going against the republican Akmola's current population of 

legal entity or individuai to break | sentiments on which they claim | 300,000 consists chiefly of un- 

the law, to have based their campalgn of employed Russian workers, some of 
And the sentence passed on | the past gix months to moralişe | them former gulag prisoners (there 

Emmanuclli, which strips himı of and modernise public Ife. were many camps in {he region) 


tbe right to hold electoral office (December 18) ا‎ are too poor fo return to 
ussia., 
Construclion companies — local, 


surprise, But even thı 1 

i ay Blair. e e 
ack by the scale of his victı i 

r e. tory, Blair madı i 

i lel imkane, e made no secret of his aim to 


Juz centred in the oil-rich west, It is 
believed that Nazarbayev's alm In 
creating his own capital was to end 
rivalries between lhe three groups. 

It could also be that lıe was 
responding to the ancestral urge of 
a nomad who İs ever searching for’ 
new paslures — an explanation al 
does not fealure among the 32 offi- 
cial reasons for the transfer. 

‘The main reason for the lLranefer | : 
cited by the president on Devember | i 
10 was that since Kazakhstan was a |: : 
"Eurgblan”" country, its capital \: , 
should be Akmola — “one of the | 


enormously successful in attracting use to fnance their activity must 
for the past five years and which has necessarily be legitimate, and 
plnyed a big part in bringing down that they should therefore be 
the dole queues. punished only if all the parties 
One possible explanation could that have used such methods in 
the strength of sterling, which the past are also sanctioned. 
has risen by 25 per cent against the Since that last condition has 
Turkish and Italian — have been at 
work in Akmola for months, The 


Deutschmark over the year, and 
Mixed signals ferried across the Channel 
. façades of the agelng blocks of flats 


which will hurt any firm exporting 
from Britain. Another, oe 
8 poseibly is that Britain is be 
inning to suffer from its reluctance 
to join Europe's intended single But no more Britons were pre- | that line the town’s main thorough- 
currency. pared to consider the possibility of | fare, which date from the’ 
The Blair government has corr moving to Paris (17 per cent) than Khrushcliev era, have been given 
firmed that it will not join the firs French were to London (18 per ,| fresh coats of paint. 
cen. And even if 68 per cent of The large Soviet buildings 
Britons thought the tunnel under | around the central square have 
the Channel was “a good thing”, | been ‘refurbished, and a handful of 
48 per cent of them were “notin | new ones built. But the first wave of, 


wave of the common European CU 
rency, which means that it will not 
favour” or "not very much in favour" | Kazakh civil servants “exiled” to the 
new capital ve mostly in collective | come together in the 21stcentury", . El 


ONDON, presently run b 
L hotch-potch of BOUL e 


cils, is to have i 1 
canstyle elected OE TE 
was well received, and bets are al 
ae ken on who will win 

. Ric al i 
E 0 0 e cial interests of her two sons, is act- 
his many business interests. 8 

ther possibles are Lord (novelist 
Jeffrey) Archer, Ked Livingstone, 
the Labour leader of the former 


such as Kohl and Chirac are gone. 
ere was much stunting in 
% ing Street: a kickabout with 
€ Brazilian soccer star, Pele, as a 
amart way to publicise new Educa. 
a. ا‎ n inviting a group 

into No 10 for the lau 

Pig fr ekin fabil over, o 
one liked the extrava- 
ganza. Commonwealth heade f 
government — and, from all ac. 
counts, the Queen herself — were 


Denls Hautin« "| able and welcoming” (19 per cen)... 
اسالا‎ | But, paradoxically, they did not re 
gard theın as particularly “resource 
ful" (8 per cen), “funny" (7 per 
-cent), “honest (7 per cent), or. 
“courageous” (4 per cen. 

What the British did not ' lke 
about: the French was that they 
were “arrogant” (37 per cent), “cool 1 


TE main finding to emerge 
from an opinion poll organised 
by Sofres for Le Monde and the tele: 
yision programme La Marche du 
Sltcle is that the French have a 
favourable view of the British, while 
the latter feel rather remote from, if' 


tion which could en. 1 
table results in future contents 0 

In the meantime many of Labour's 
policies, offering jan tomorrow, 


geographical centres of Eurasia, 
and, a future important centre of 
communications on this superconti- 
nent, where economic, technologt |: , 
cal and data-processing flows will | 


do so ir the lifetime of the present 
parliament. And it says precious ik 
tle about when, and subject to which 


| 
1 
إ‎ 
1 
n amused nor impressed by | 
were obliged to dancing video they conditions, it would join. | ¢ not Indifferent to, their neighbours.| and stand-offish"’ 25 per cent), | of Britain adopting a single cu e mostly in coll 1 : 
ing of their endure at the open But, regardless of the fact that across the Channel. ٣ "obstinate?" '(16 per cent), “ lkative” | -rency; 34 per cent werê "In favour" | flats with local inhabitante'or in hos- | . Meanwhile Nazarbayev has ii 
Nor did li Edinburgh. most of the EU is moving ahead أ‎ According to the poll, in' which: ent) "and “tght-fisted’ and , | or “rather In favour” ûf such a move. ` tels, which have been without, gas | sighed 4 decree setting up 2 "gp 
Short, h e aunts work, Claire without him, Blair intends to make ا‎ 1,000 representative members of -But it was in the political sphere .| for the past two years because of an | port fund for low-income citizens”, I: 
oversea ai inister responsible for the most of Britain's presidency of | the population aged 18 or over were , that reactions differed most. While | economic crisla. ;Î dnd announced that the’ first dona- . 
tinetly iI yo made to look dis the Community during the first sx | | questioned, 50 per cent of French -82 per cent of Frehch had a “high” | “We had no cholce buit to irans' i . tions will consist of a month's salary ' 
ly when she was required months of 1998. Since signing up ا‎ "rather liked" the British, while only or “rather high" opinion of the ,| form our centre of operations once | from “he president, his ministers 
the Social Chapter, Hie has mounted: 35 per cent: of the latter reiprç-;| haute couture) for 70' per c' Labour prime minister, Tony Blair, | our staté started going through a:| and members of parliament. 
a charm offensive designed to prove’ cated, with 20 per cent admitting to | Britons, it Ci only 11 per cent of Britons had the ` period of transition, andl ' Akmola A comparable system wag set'up 
that Britain. has become a team feeling “antipathy” towards them, ; Î, ments, 1 ` same opinion of his, Frerich Socialist ; meets the’ 32 criteria tequired for | for the building of Altmola; whose 
player now that the Toriés are nO The of French who felt | couriterpart, Liontel Jospin, while 82) ‘the: ,cholce of 4 capital,”.’ said ı| funding comés, in theoty, from 
longer calling the shots. 1 autipathy towards the‘Britikh was Î3 ; per cet said thiey had no opinion on | Nazarbayev, who was accompanied ‘Î “non-budgetary" sources. The for- 
ا‎ thesubjech. '  ''' '-'' | to Akmola by all his ministers andl ` ëlgn companies that have flocked to 


per cent. 


In France the people with the! :Frarite' -| ‘Kazakhstan i the hûpe of an’ oil 


4 ` Boor havë been aãked to contribute ı| 

uetl by the' Frenéh Social :| twice, abolished: the constitutional '| — in rêtûrn for tax breaks,  '. ! 
١ da iı Although ‘they grumble ‘about 

approved of Ehgl '| î would be‘pûsëible to intfoduce a : brought the media and the oppost- ;| corrûptionr ise firms hive been 

ithe ‘mofiatchy, pubs), and 32 per i| Feductioh’ ûf the’ workilhg'wetk to ') ‘tori tû heel, Nazarbûyev’ié hardly . more eager’ to accept that obligatiyh |i 

1 likely to' be "contradicted. 'Nobddy i 1 embas: 

| likes thé eHoice ûf AkmolA, but the : | 1o: move tor thé plots öf arid" steppe 

in lÎ décislon-to hove thétë' cannot bê | -that thêy have beeki allotted in the 

challetged. : "° 7 | ‘ewicapital. o 7 

It is rumoured lı Almaty thatthe 1 ' (Dêcember 12)’ 


The obligatory Jogo has already 
been designed — by children, of 
course — to advertise the youthful 
ness and modernity of Cool Bitar 
nia. And there will be a six-month! 
Th from Orkney sou ls “to a 

8 general election’s defining moment came w dress the anxieties of these nosh 

for Labour overturnéd a masaive majority in eî Stephen Twigg: | detached from thé European dimer 

lae! Portillo, darling of the Tory right 4 Southgate to. sion pian fe". It promises tP, 
PHOTO : 0 E EEE 


were women (53 per cent), young | ' 
People (50-54 per cent in the 18-49 
bracke), shopkeepers, artisans, : 


The result İsa each senator is left | |: 


a céremonial figurehead or û busl- li’ 


overloading of 


pervasive digital 
an's insistence that 
edia bath and 

Ba ralting 


1y 


PHOTCSRARA TRAHIF. PAF 


arrived. 


[dir 


Polls here shuw Lhal sippurl for 
immigration is ul an alltime low. 


use praple here belive’ | 
dl his [t~ 


cli 


Mast cconomic analysis 


Clare Khanh Dinhvu, who caine 


'As with the U.S. Senate, it osten- 
amend laws' the other 


does not like. Butt rarely exêrcisés 
that authority, mindful ‘of its 
appûiijted status. , . . , 
No reform suggestions . have 
taken hold; most proposals would 
require ` Quebec ,to give up some 
repreşehtation, 4 .senéitive issue 
witli French-speaking ` sepdratists . 
already feeling they get a raw deal. 


tû decide whether to become an ac-' 
tiviat legislator, a regional defender, 


ness, executive with a rice income 
and publi pension onı the slde- , 


promiscuous” 
meanings on terms like “hot ard 
cold media" — McLuhan refuses to 
e, and in the 90s he is experienc 
lg a revival among stuclents of the 


denouncing Hanson's pasils on 
ihe Aburfigines, whe inlnbilex] AMus- 
alia bufore white selilet 
She said "red-blouded A 
were “fel up to the back 1 
gwinl wille prugganms fle 
carrecl Iwo ceniuric! 

lion against the Aborigines. 


img thal “here is a ink bolwrun 
high unemployment ancl liggh imnii- 
gration.” 


agree. Tley say many iinmigranls 
totlay tend to be creulive entrepi't- 
neurs wlio starl businesses antl ere- 
ale jobs in places like Cabranalla. 


to Auslralia lwo dlecndces ago a3 a 
refugee from Vieluam and is now ıı 
optometrisl with er own shop in 
Cabramalta, says she thinks Aus- 
tralia is “more racist now than it was 
20 years ago. Right now we're the 
scapegoat, it's our turn,” slıe said. 
“Twenty years down the road, it will 
be somebody else's turn." 


balance, nor equal province-by- 
province apportionment that might 
protect smaller jurisdictions. The 
huge Western provinces combined 
haye 24 senators —~ {he same aS the 
three tiny Atlantic jurisdictions of 
Nova ‘Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Jsland. 


sibly has the power to initiate legis- 
lation, 1 
chamber has passed and kill bills it . 


s.) This caused many to 
“= traced the decline 
mıre, le was 


fad 


۹ ۳ 
ultural melting pot generally has been amooth, but there is now a 


lation.” 


ınedia interviews. 


ase im abuse of Asians, 
stiribled to the anli-for- 


Many Ausiralians arc cleurly un 


Many political analysts fear. 


According to Senate records pb 


rently excuse seniators for virtually 
anji reason ~~ from cûrporate board | 
meetings tö charitable functigns. 

Congervative Ontario Sen. Mar, 
jory LêBreton and: three othiérs , 
have been appointed tû a special: 
cominjttée 'to study how the Senate , 
cani police itself more effectively. “It . 
flies in the face of everything, that is , 
god and decent," LêBrêton said. 

. Desigied. around a „rough Te. 
gional apportionment for’ ° how 
Canada looked 130 years ago, the 
Senate now gives neither :regiéonnl 


or prellier or rîclıer than they are . . . 
We're looking al problens thet re- 
quire heripy ruler that lei 
Analysts hre say Hanson's popu’ 
larîly has peaked, anl polls indice 
it is now aroul 4 percent, Hanson 
still iravels wilh borlyguards and 
rarely gives 
There have becn threats of violence 
toward her, and there alsu has been 
an inert’ 
largely 
cigner feeling whipped up by Han- 
sun's supporlers. 


barrassecl. They fear Hauson has 
sel back lhe race debate by 40 
years. Many here say Prime Minis- 
ter John Howard is manipıditing 
the immigration clebnte for political 
gain, It look Howard eiglıt months 
to clisavow Hanson's original specch 
in Parliament. Even {hen i was care- 
fully qualified criticism, intended ap- 
parently nol to offend Hanson's 
supporters. "It would be a serious 
mistake," Howard sail, "to attack 
those who are attracted to her as 
bigoted, narrow-minded and racist. 
A few no doubt are, Most, however, 
ar'e not.” 


Howard may further divide the na- 
tion along racial lines by not fully 


retary's salary until he begins showr- 
ing up for work. None of that affects 
his membership; that can’t be re- 
voked, He must retire in two years 
when he turns 75 —~ a 1960s change 
from lifetime appointınents — but 
until then he is'untoûchable., 


lished recently by the Globe and’ 
Mail daily newspapèr, abot a qur 
ter of Canada's senators missed at 
least 40 percent of the chambers 
sessions. Attendance rules, cur’ 


political party, wlicl 


run by “mulliricial lesbians," 


rage thal Hanson 


"She gives a lot of unhappy DCO- 


“They're signing up with Pauline 


According to reviews of Senate 


medical excušê for his’ absence —. 
dêcunmients . required to Keep pay- 
checks owing: Canadian journak 
ists tracked Thompson down, and 


pictures ‘started tickling back of his 
substantial villa and leisurely walks 
in the sulh. : 


In November, Prime Minister 
„Jan Clıretien booted him from the 
‘Liberal caucus, Now his colleagues 
have voted to strip him of bis office 
space, research expenses and a seê: 


Australia's growth inta a multic! 
divisive debate about race relations and immigration 


When Hansun started her One 
Natiun 
aimed Int Australia nigh sun 
le 
thousands of people turned oul fi 
rallies. 

More angry han articuliale, Hart 
son predictably rew slipporl from 
extrenie riglt-wingers, from biker 
gangs tu groups linked t0 ihe Ku 
Klux Klin. Bul what slartleel most 
observes here was lhe hidden 
midellealiss 
scemed to lave lapputl. Hi was û 
kind of anger comparuble in sume 
ways lo the paranoia hat hs fueled 
ihe American militia movement. 

Hanson says Auslralia is beiug run 
by a "bunch of academic sııobs” 
beir sceurity | who “wouldn't know what a hard 
dlanın day's work is like." She wor- 
ries that ihe United Nalians is iry- 
ing to lake over the world. 


ple someone to kick." said Phillip 
Adams, a prominent columuisl and 
radio talk show host in Sydney. 


because their klds dont do what 
they tell them, because they've got 
weight problems, because tlıeir hus- 
ture | band or wife doesu't love them any- 
and | more," Adams said. "They're there 

because other people seem smarter 


records published in several Cana 
dian ` papers recently, Thompson 
` attended less than 3 percent of ses” 
sions over the past decade. He con” 
tinues to draw ` approximately 
$60,000 annual salary but spends 
much of the year in La Paz, Mexico. 
Duriig rare appearances, he signed 
papers saying he was still conduct 
‘ing Senate busihess and offerêd a 


Victnamese, about 200,000 


alia now 


iy, Aux 


universilies won by Asian 


the changes 


a fishancdlrhips shop 


"[ believe we are in danger of 


being swamped by Asians,” she 
said. “They have their own cul 


of them from Asian countries and | and religion, they form ghettos, 
they do nat assimilate." 


Canada Reassesses Role of Its Senate 


did their sober thinking elsewhere. 


“1t8 thie Valhalla of fallen political 


ue Australians Close 
Eyes to Openness 


growing Chinatown, and outside the 
United States, Australia has the 
fled | world's largest community of over- 


20 years ago and eventually people. 
Australia's changing makeup has 


been welcomed by ınany who see a 
new richness in the nation's culture, 
food and lifestyle. But some people 
feel uneasy watching comfortable 
old traditions such as cold ale and 
hot meat pies being replaced by 
Singha beer from Thailand and Viet 
namese pho soup. 

Its 10,000 miles from Sydney to 
London, Australia's former colonial 
capital, and the distance has never 
seemed greater. Cultural al per- 
sonal relalions have thinned be- 
tween Brilain and its former colony, 
as it has vigorously fostered links 
with its Asian neighbors. About 
75 percent of Australia's exports 
now go to Japan, South Kurea, Tai 
wan, China aud other Asîan nations. 

Sensing its changing place in the 
world, Australia has vhosrt a clecicl- 
edly more Asian tack in ils eco- 
nonıic and foreign pulicy. In lerins 
al irade and ste 1 
pays closer atlenliun lo ils 200 mil 
lion neighbors in _Indunesia thal 
to ils 3 million English-speaking 
cousins in New Zeuland. 

The changes have affevted nearly 
everyone here, from lhe rising HUN 
ber of sclıolarships andl slots at pul 


students, 1o Chinese spoken on lhe 
sireets of Sydney, lo lhe ornate Bali- 
nese hardwood furuiture thal fills 
store winclows. 

But for some Australans, iı in- 
crcasingly vocal lorcc, 
seem a direc threat lo l 
and their children’s [ulure, 

So when blunltalkinyg Pauline 
Hanson, 
owner, was eleclerl to the federal 
Parliament in 1996, she was like 
lighining siiking A parchecl forest. 
The ullraconservalive Hanson's 
maiden speech in Parliament was an 
angry screed against immigration. 


of Canadian compromise,” said Uni- 
versity of Toronto historian Michael 


HEN it was established along | Bliss. “The result is that it worked 
better than neither . . . The dilemma 


is that we cannot figure out how to 
changeit.” 1 


کے ی کے کا کے 


gence, lends a wo 

to the A Rea, 
ouce admirccl for his supe! 
crcel Cantera movements Thal 
is never more 1 
a sequence, 
characters {together i 5 
where the real and ihe arti 
internal ancl the externa] أ ا‎ 
burlesque anc the tragic sto : 
formal binonıials and a 


Alain Robbe-Grillet LL 
٠ An 
e A ا ا‎ Jean Ca 
and Jorge Ser 
ue ا‎ Fiaie). SS 
€ film nıoves from 

Paris to fats for sale, 1‏ اچ 
langing feelings, discourses and‏ 
we sense the importance‏ ا 
attaches to chance, a “force‏ ا 1 
0f proposition" that oj‏ 

possibilities. aE‏ ا 

€ once again gives us hi 

thoughts on appearances, whether 
real or illusory, finding a new angle 
to the question through his subtle 
e of popular songs. Not only ure 
ع‎ songs immediately appealing to 
ie spectator, but they make it pos- 
E to express, more quickly and 
wi greater resonance, such senti- 
ments as "{ love you", “Don't leave 
me” or *! feel lorely and unhappy”. 


slead infinite variations i 
e ihe apotheosis r 1 
tence, Resnais lı 1 
finale af his I1 Wan 1 N 
film which left one in a State i 
ease, and which is tnirrored b0) 
Connaît la Chanson, The feellng 
well-being is generated here by hi 
precision of the scripl’s consine 
tion, the communicative elation oi 
the actors, and the carefully shade] 
range of shapes, colours and lights 
Behind the filnı's whirling mir 
ên-Scène, it is the nature of truth a 


س 
Kevin Sutlivan In Cabramatta‏ 
م 


ANH NGOC PHUNG 
D her native Vielnam by boat 
found her way lo this busy وناuu دا‎ 
south of Sydney, where she openecl 
a pharmacy and raised six children. 
Now 65, she is a classic immi- 
granl success story: She owns two 
pharmacies; lwo of her children are 
ıacists, one is an architect, ancl 
three own small businesses. "It's 


seas 


Reanais: narratlve virtuosity 


ing such an easily consoli 
blinkering view of human ا‎ 


Resnals demons — as when a picture of 1 
and limitations of E ee Wer | happiness looks like ا ت‎ aed into question — as jt wagi, | been good for us here," she said. 
racy and superficialily of lyric e chicory beverage. iroshima and Algeria (Muriel «a Far too good for some Aus- 

3, an But Resnats is all too aware of the already a very special kind of mus; tralians, who wish she would just go 


home. Phung and other Asian imni- 

grants are keenly aware tliat they 

are in the cross hairs of this coun” 

try's divisive debate about race rela- 

tions, immigration and the iclentiity 

of a mainly European nation alt the 
far end of Asia. 

“Tm scared sometimes,” Phung 
said, noting an increase in verbal 
and physical abuse of Asians in the 
lasl year. "But there's nothing Î cal 
da aboul ii except remind my celil- 
dren nol te go oul al nigh — il's 
dangerous.” 

Since World War Il, Ausiralia has 
grown from a land of 7 million peo- 
ple of almost purely British aud 
lrislı descent into a mullihued melt- 

ing pot of 18 million people, almost a 

quarter of them born overseas. The 

transition generally has been 

smooth, unmarkerl by ihe sporadic 
violeıce toward iınmigrants in parts 
of Europe and the United Stales. 
Bul with unemployment now hover- 
ing around 9 percenl, some ıutive- 
born Australians are convince that 
immigrants are laking away their 
jobs and destroying their traditional 
way of life. 

The government's “White Aus- 
tralia" immigration policy, wlilch of 
ficialy ended in 1973, required 
imugrants lo be of European de 
scent, Since then, Australia rapidly 
has become a society of inmigranis 
from 150 nations in Latin America, 
Africa, the Middle East, the former 
Soviet states and many Aslan nations. 

last year, almost 100,000 new- 
comers settled here, more than half 


the ambivalent quality of hı 

songs which both ا‎ 0 
capsulate our most personal feel- 
Ings, past, present and future, 

The great merit of his film is to 
accept such “vulgarily” on its own 
terms, without a hint of condescen- 
sion, while at the same lime criticis- 


cal comedy), or 1lıroıı h the Ii 
persona of Siavisky, E 
fessor Henri Laborit's psychomotor 
microscope in Mon Ort 
d'Amérique. 

On Conıail la Chanson is about 
lelling oneself stares, about lhe 
essence uf {ruth arıd how individu 
als and suciely react to it, 


dangers of virtuosity wil : 

1 without a - 

a His whole exercise is Sho 
Eh with an anxious selfdisci- 

i e the film look 

€ Montai 
اا‎ Minnelli. E EE By 
Ihe film's narrative fluence 
which never lapses into selindul. 


2 But I hid long been familiar wilh 
his work as a viewer — |] xi 
LAnnée Derniére ù Marienbad 
when Î was L7, He was already lhe 
Trench filın-maker who most fascir 
0 me al the lime, 

was all the nıore surpri 
when I started lo work اا‎ 
with Resnais, lo discover that be 
hind the lirector whose reputation 
Is assuciatedl wilh a certain intellee- 
tl auslerily there lay someone 
completely different — sorteone | 
Tunny and yatıny in spirit, wha thor 
oughly enjoyed life. 

Kesnais — I cart suy this because 
I kuow a bil about lıis personal e 
Was never allowedl to be a child. 
Su he's sort of mile utp for lhat, 
iU Cxlenl whd it seems lo ne that 
all he young French f[ilnrmakers of 
ew #envruliou tre: ukler than 
On Connafît la Ch. i 2 ا‎ dill 0 

۴ la Chanson .. . ۳ 7 ı1" sta hi being extrtor 
Sabine Azéma and Jean-Pierre Ba Pierre Arditi, Agnès Jnoui, eri e specdil 
lowarcls itctors when he's i a work 
ing environment, 

Like many of his recent filnıs, On 
Counınaît la Clıansun is about appear 
ances, | myself think it's an utterly 
tragic film. I emerged from the pre 
view saying to myself Td just seen 
sometlıing quite horrible, 

But the Resnais film that left the 


lie 


1 couldn't say which o: 

: f 
i left the greatest ا‎ 
0 ough 2 0 one Î shot 

ie Est 
changed the course of E 
and ıny life to, because after ap- 
Pearing in it [ was no longer th 
young girl I had been 
But they 


into a tizzy with a lot of usı 

1 eless clat- 
ا‎ He's also capable of great ai e 
0 not just for his actors bul for 
treated equally. And he mI 
E e also tries lo 
„ „ Tle singing of songs, which i 
idea the screenplay is based 0 


Pacific islands. Sydney has an ever- 


all greatly in, 

me, because Resnais is a pressed | very exhilarating during the 0 &realest impression on me as 0| 
poet who manages to E eh of On Connaît Ia Chanson. 1 E E Mort, whicl | Howard Schneider in Toronto 

ordinary human exper ا‎ 


film as being rather like the songs it 


contains — somethin i OES ik ence for me. Since that movie, Tre 


been a man who can weep. ۷ with the rest of the country in 


new angle each ti tragic, with 
things Bolt i ime. He reveals | are sublimated 0 characters who then of course there's Mélo, which 1867, the Canadian Senate was de- 
mystery of the | and who all of 3 lhe miseensctne, is an extraordinary gift for an acior signed as a hybrid between Britain's 
sudden take on a 1 


world, ancl also abı 1 
out death, which What most strikes me about hereditary House of Lords and the 


Ail rights strictly reserved American elected Senate — a kid 1‏ ا 


by the melody 


“false” has been Resnais' j 

job for th 
Past 45 years. With his long e 
ence of how to bring a character, 
story or imagined event to life, he 


actors discuss why th has acquired an i 

: ey s acquired an incomparable nar. 
| 8 : rative virtuosity. It is this exhil 
ike working with him ing lightness i e ih han 


his repeated recours 
je to populı 
songs, that brings to mind rallels 


Despite its virtuosi 
ness of touch, not E 
ا ا‎ and light in On Connait 
la Chanson. As though to warn the 
spectator from the start not to adopt 
0 casual an approach to the filnı 
Snais starts by contrasting Sabine 
Azéma's chirpy voice with an image 
ofa Swastika — a tiny moment of re- 
constitution that takes us on a leap 
and into the realm of 


With a characteristic 
rative, which intertwine the to iis 
seven main characters, each of 
Whom Is precisely drawn, interest 
Ing, moving and, in their own way, 
nny, Resnais interprets a screen. 
play by Agnês Jaoui and Jean-Pierre 
0 with the same delicate sub. 
ety that he used wlien working 
b 2 
Duras (Hiroslıima Mol py 


ng team froı 
André Duasollier, 


10 fe Monde / CINEMA 


Moved to delight 


Jean-Michel Frodon 
reviews Alain Resnais’ 
latest film and, below, his 


CAN recommend i 
Reanais’ 15th feature, On a 
۳ naît la Chanson, as a very effec- 
e meup if you are feeling a 
i down. To quote just one hilari- 
ous scene, Resnais has an estate 
agent, played by André Dussoller. 
imagining himself in republican 
guard uniform, riding a horse and 
E i shung's Vertiges de 
in plvnck. ashung's own voice 
Throughout the movie — j 
which ihe characters ا‎ 
break Into wellknown popular 
songs by singers ranging from the 
OE Ouvrard to Johnny Hally- 
ay, Dalida and Michel Jonasz — 
Resnais’ aim is not to “entertain” in 
a lowbrow sense, but to poke 
sophisticated fun at the way we all 
tell ourselves stories in order to 
ake ile a little nıore livable, 
„ cling stories wit rej 
ing whether they E 


I 


with musical comedy. 


through tine 
fiction. 


from scenarios 


Three actors 
In search 
ofa director 


ANDRÉ DUSSOLLIER 


Rtas offered me a small part 
ا‎ In Stavisky in the mid-seventies, 
ut unfortunately 1 had other com: 
en When another offer came 
RY Est un Roman, I nahı- 
eapt at the ch e 
though 1 a virtually E ati 
got the role ر‎ 
a i ny 
® give you just one 
Geguais perfectionism, 1 
scene İn the filhn whe 
a crowd slot filmed o halon 
e had given the extras a sheet of 
Paper which listed some of the 
major events of 1920, so the crowd 
o have something to talk about 
2 1 E could piek 
1 j of conversatio 
E in keeping with the period 8 
,__ Resnais also does a lot of prepar- 
ing. He gets the actors to read the 
r eenpEy and meets each of us 
alone, so we are free to bring u 
îy thing that comes into our head. 
eal mostly take place in sel 
TIgS and couditions similar to those 
on set, so when shooting begins 
a af E E has already 
- Une is on familiar terri 
ielad qy cfure has been estab. 
, one 
on in one's acting E E 
ith each new film 1 alwı 
very close attenti Resh al 
direction — it's abel i 


Cast and scree 
Lambert Wor 


about it all, I've alre, 
4 ad: 
0 e or ار‎ times, and 1 hi 
ke, which seems i - 
2 at first sight, works very well 
1 Connait la Chanson is also very 
0 a fîlm of its tinıe, a rather elo- 
Picture of our un 
where we lie to ourselves 1 io o: 
ers In a society that requires us to put 
on a show of brash selfconfidence, 


SABINE AZÉMA 


"FERE are two versi 
Tcame to ons of how 
sonally think he sen o it, er 


each time. He does nothî er and liked the 
1 way it sounded, | lurks i - 4 n e 
pect him to do. Resnaie j E Ou C& | He, on the otler hı ٤ lurks in all his m metaphysical din 
who is interested e in touch with me 0 got | The way he êrks varies froı ا‎ Resnais, and what I'm grateful to equal state representation provided | warriors," sald Rob Anders, a Reform 
'Cnormously curious about tn i ah on screen. You can Choose 0 n but usually we see one PIERRE ARDITI 0 0 is that he has .always re U Congrese's upper a. e of i "A 
also one of hi ا‎ ichever version other well! before shooti rded me as a rare and precious ع‎ nted to their posts for life, | though I am not sure that is appro. 
; | 1 director: he has Pi س‎ was ORE Lycée ig pc iher, we 5 ا ن‎ ET Resnais 17 yeara ago under ats why, if he e me) !: e had té own property anid '| priate e to go to alk you 
i 1 riot 0 n . rather curi 1 walk-on part i ia films, ere expected to balance tll havê to havê aıı amount of honor.” 
1 | ett and to keep | friend, I e 0 0 8 | change Tes Abou E ا‎ we ex- Î happened to be i r I | I'd gladly e ا‎ | ulist House of Corimons with the : The Current anxîely focuses on 
The idea of put: antiy Interested. | had been revived Al el, which Alain is someone who ask mY partner and Resnais' اھا‎ “suber second thought" befitting .| Andrew Thompson, an Ontario 
i „Putting songs in the | didn't yet f . At the time I | for thelr opini o asks actors | who had co 1 partner, | Interviews by Jı Mandelbeum ` ğ | landed nobility. Or, as Cicero put it | politician and former House of Corr ' 
| the; ¢ Was exciting, but not easy for | an 9 The I wanted to become screenplay, wwe ro As well as the | took my N hopping with her, It e م‎ ina phrase hung on he Senate wall Mons ıember named to the Senate . 
| | the i hS temptecl, once | something I n N LL In E by | up her mind, ad i to make li ¢ “n oppose the fickleness of the mul | by therrPririe Minister Lester B.. 
ا‎ i gd turn into J o hy Hallyday, ft bi 0 0 Muriel was my It begins to get under o a E اا‎ her leri e onde E 1 ا‎ days, However, it isn't just. Perio a ath 
le same time, of course, there 1g Cinematic revelation. 1 was | Then . a8 er to persuade : £ | Cand Ver, just.| T' 1 0 
: 1 Idi . to : NE 3 | Canada's 104 senators wh hav-.| dance records then. But in recént 
¦ Was @ kind of childish exhilaration E I saw all Resnais' | director 0 the shooting. He's a | appearing واا‎ see a play I was | Directeur: Jean-Marie Colombanl ã | igsecorid thoughts. 0 ary, years, after the’ public did ‘media . 
lms afterwards, He's very Cea and Oy. 1 0 offered a r MO. World copyright by ... : i meio to be something be- decided even honorable men’ need 
u Î d'Amêrique, ® Le Monde, Paris & | tween the House öf Lords and the i| watching, . It became’ apparent ' 
9 Î Thompsên and a good many othërs 
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results of small-scale experiments in 
laboratories and extend those to 


| Genetic seeds of hope - or despair TCD 


| Î ASSOCIATION OF COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITIES 
i UNIVERSITY POST 
AFRICA AND THE CARIBBEAN e 


look at the plants and are not de- 


THE CASE AGAINST signed to look at what happens to 


surrounding environments where 


ic engineering about to revolutionise the world? 


Botswana APISL Analytlcat Chemist 
1y 
e SL Physical Education Wa |s genetic 
ie Africa)  Daputy Vica-Chancellor {Acadamic) W48333 MAG has bean work! rts in biotechnol! to diff 
{8. Afıica})  Depvly Vice-Chancellor mines and iploag  o hern Iraq (Kkurdlstan) anca 1092 wih iha goal ot Two experts in biotechnology agree to ater Vandana Shiva 
(Research Development & Adminlstrallon) Ww local and 11 eal CE if, population of norihern Iraq. MAG nerthe reducrg tha Impac! ot commercial crops may be grown. 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor ا‎ le staff and has a budgel of over 35 millûn. An e raq employe over 70) We should not, hı [HE problerns with the geneti Genetic engineering is aot 
(Erolmant Pla rit @ Gtudant W . An axpanstunı 16 plannad for 1998. THE CASE FOR e should not, however, over- problems wi e genetic i Genelic engineering is not a pre” 
DurbanWesiille (8. Altea) Deputy Ve-Chanlo nt Walfare) W48395 PROGRAMME MANAGER look potential hazards in altering revolution developed 25 years | cise science. It is a highly uncertain 
UWI (Jamaica) UAL Histo ancel'or (Administratlon & Finances) W48336 E 1 Bernard Dixon our diet by genetic engineering. As ago, when molecular bio- | technology. The ability to move 
UWI (Jamaica) Chalr in Spanish W46289 ت‎ lary commences at £21,500 - permanent contract ۴ with all other applications of science logists evolved the tools of genetic individual genes is not equivalent to 
AUSTRALIA W46280 ا ا 5 فاع‎ managemeni experience wthin an NGC unr! slrong diplon E SHALL not be far into | to human welfare, biotechnology is engineering in labs, working with knowing how the transgenic organ’ 
ANU {Canbarre) planning, marlon and evalustrn Abt a oe O, pr opasals and E eit ae) the next millennium be- | likely to have risks. Mistakes will organisnıs designed not to survive | ism will behave. Gene transfers lead 
a FIRFIPDF Internatlonal Relations W4s322 . bilty lo ampowar local staft through training and 2 fore we realise that much Î probably be made. in an open environment. to unpredictable outcomes because 
Î Melbourn Ghairs of Accounting WA46291 ADMINISTRATION COORDIN 2 ofthe current angst over genetically Nevertheless any analysis of the Today, long before the science of | plants and organisms are continur 

a e eet a a mediied bod n uneceswary. J1 | rev chien r Yg o | E 

lary at £17,500 cı - u - ۴ I 01 u: icı'o- iS, 

1 re japinî Chalr of Rural Heafih 0 Raaponslbie for logistics, purchasing and SES December 1998 lowed to continue, the products will | clude that they are being applied The Food Revolution the market, applying the tools of gen- planticola, which was recently ge- 
Tasmanla Chalr of Woman's Hsalth W48318 2 within contract perızd lo Include astablrshng be there for all to appreciate. and controlled more stringently etic engineering to whole systems | netically engineered to digest agri- 
Tasman L. Govarnmant & Public Polley W48315 Appllcanta should be avail rs New varieties of rice and other | than any technology ever before. occur in nature, When plants fer- of agriculture and food production. cultural waste and convert it to 
HONG KON L Music W46325 lable lo commence as acon aa poaslbie 4 \ha taaks listed above cops, resistant to insects and dis- Nearly 25 years ago, when scien | tilise and crossfertilise in the wild, Genetically engineered crops and | ethanol, was found to destroy crops 

8 FIN case, will have replaced those cult | tists first learned to combine DNA j large numbers of genes are trans foods are already being launched by | and soil, fauna and flora, thus threat- 
HK Poly Unlv. AP Instltute of Textiles & Ctothiı ANCE COORDINATOR vated today. Farmers will no longer | from different sources, commenta- | ferred in a haphazard fashion. big companies bent on taking over | ening the very basis of agriculture 
1 HK Poly Unity. PIAPIASP Accounlan 4 W48302 lose substantial proportions of their | tors warned of the iniquity of "open- Biotechnology allows individual | agriculture. Profits are being priva- | instead of providing a solution to 
HK Pofy Un. UAL Aceountancy 2 W48303 harvests. The impact of these ad- | ing Pandora's box". Among their | genes to be moved with precision tised by patenting seeds, and safety | disposal of agriculture bioproducts. 
HK Poly Unlv. P/APIASP Computing W46304 j | vances will be felt in less developed | horrific forecasts were unstoppable from one plant to another. It is | concerns are not being acldressed in Genetic engineering threatens to 
E HK Poly Uv. PIAPIASP Manufacturin W48305 | countries. epidemics and worldwide pesti- | much easier to know how one gene the industry's drive for profits. destroy millions of peasant liveli- 
HK Pol Management/lndustrlal iri mehi purpose of tha post is to develo F | Health benefits wil also come | lences. None of these has come to will work in its new setting. The The industry, which is speeding | hoods in the Third Warld. Tropical 
ly Un. AP/ASP Product Englnearing/Product W48306 responsibiliıea. Applicants E lo snable and to traın lzal stat lo assume Finance Cocrrhnat ' | fom plants genetically engineered | pass, partly because genetic nanip- | likelihood of unexpected conse | anl inmature technology on 1o the | crops such as sugar cane, coconut, 
` HK Poly Univ Deaigr/Product Mechatronlcs W483 all o be more balanced nutritionally | ulation has not proved inherently | quences, and the margin of error, | markct, operates double slandards, vanilla and cocoa can be grown any- 
| HKD با‎ ASP Maritime Studies ا‎ than those that have evolved | dangerous. . jae correspondingly reduced. It cleclares an organism "novel" | wlıere with genetic engineering. 
HK Poly Un. L Maritime Studies W463 natural selection or been In addition, regulatory commit- There is a chance, however re- | when il wanls to claim it as prop- Whole Industries in developing 
Hk Pal e PIAPIASP Nursing : 09 For Informelon and applicatlon form contac! Mika Wal bred by traditional methods. tees (many with public representa- | mote, that a gene iniroduced into a | erly, and as "natural when il wants countries may disappear. 
Î HK Poly Univ, AP Blomedical Sclenca/Behavlaural Sclenca ا ا‎ e Cockermouth, Curnbrla CA13 9LU, UK lalson, Personnel Officer. Minis Advrsury Group, 5Ma The potential medical spiıroffs | tion} have been set up to ensure particular plant at one time and loca- | to avoid the responsibility of risk. The most poplar argument used 
i HK Poly Univ, L Nursing e Csing ا‎ 0 088 krom plant biotechnology are con- | that experiments are conducted in | tion might have adverse conse Commercial applications of ge- by the biotechnology industry is 
HK Poly Univ. ASP Physical TherapyiOccupational Therap, 48312 applkcalıons la 16 January 1498. siderable, A new generalion of | appropriately safe conditions. quences if it eventually gets into to | nelic engineering are a large scale | that without its genetic engincering 
2 ASP Bioengineering In Neuro musculoskeletal e more potent vaccines, many against The regulators' task is not simply another plant distant iı space and | experiment being carried oul on na- | the world will starve, The industry 
HK Poly Univ. Rehabiltatlon W463 illnesses for which no vaccines have | to allow research to go ahead unless time. ture and people. Risks associated | promises an inervase in crop yields 
. Al Bullding Energy Management or 14 Scott Sutherland School of Archi been available, will be grown in | potential hazards are obvious. ft is Given the astronomical amount of | with laboratory experiments do nol of 10 10 15 per ceni, bul dita shows 
E HK Poly Unl, ond Electrical Services W46292 a ا‎ Rel flny rchitecture plants such as maize and bananas. to consider risks thıat could come to | random gene transfer which occurs | provide proper lessons for safety of thal sımnall farms which base {heir 
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Cuba prepares for a clash of the titans : 


Under John Paul If, the 
Catholic Church did its 

| best to underrnine 
communism in eastern 

| Europe. Now the Pope is 
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ion and then enslave their peo- | in Cuba.” In spite of some steps to 
e of liberating them. | liberalise the economy, ined E 
“Those who, perhaps out of the legal use of the dollar as کا‎ - 
thoughtlessness, become complicit cial currency, Castro made clear 
in this sort of enslavement betray in October ا‎ E e i 

i save,” e conce: ٤ 0 ¢ 

i Ta stroyed itself. It committed suicide 

What contacts on Cuba the Pope | in the Soviet Union, but we. have 
may have had wîth the CIA or the | reason to commit suicide,” he to 
Clinton administration are not clear, j an interviewer two years 0 
but his line broadly chimes with Although the end of 0 em- 
theirs: as long as Cuba had a firm j bargo would help the Cul econ 
ally iu the Soviet Union, US policy | omy, its presence rengt 
was geared to denouncing Castro | Castro politically by reminding 
and trying to isolate him and under- | Cubans that their sovereignty is 
mine his economy. In the post- | under threat. In the words of a pro- 
Soviet world, the US language is | government sociologist, it also pre- 
more sophisticated, and the policy | vents the kind of a 
more intrusive and political. inequalities of wealth that have 

Taken from the experience of | emerged iı China: "The US e 
post-communist easlern Europe, | the political class here to have anı al- 
the new buzzword is “transition”. | lance with the popular masses to 
President Clinton e E so- | prevent unrest. 

Cuban Liberty and Democra- 
IY fMibertnd) Act last IDEL CASTRO, who is 0 
year. Better known as Helıns-Bur- T1, has not made any over' 
ton, after its congressional spon- arrangements for his 
sors, the law infuriated European | sor. His brother Raoul, who Eads 
governments with its attempt to | the armed forces, is six years 
malke American law international by younger and the ınost obvious ااا‎ 
penalising companies which do 0 e. a 

1 ith Cuba. arlos 2 ۲ 
e Ca the act's most insult- j doctor who is now in charge of thé 
ing section is its brazen effort to dic- Î economy, who is a competent if cat 
tate internal policy. It lays down US | tious technocrat: Ricartlo a 
strategy “towards a transition XOV- president of the National Assem ly, 
ernment” andl specifies methodls for | who is nore open and E 
providing “"assislance to a [ree al | und hasan astult political min ; an 1 
democratic Cuba". It proınises help | Roberto Robaina, al , ti 
10 “sirengthen and stabilise the na- | thougll lo be Caslrr's N . 
tional currency” and “prepare the | who was plucked fron his jt 
Cuban nıilitary forces for an appro- j head of the Young Communîsls ant! 
priale role in a democracy”. Mosl | made foreign minister. 
patronisingly of all, it hints that the Whoever is nominally or lop, 


from 16 
ا ا ن‎ the end of the 
‘chties, Numbers can only be esti- 
allowed lo be built, mated. E e id 0 be 
The slurp and crunch Of ceme million figure for baptisms 
mixing cin be heard on Calle IH Catholics, 3e of Havana show a 
Havana's southwestern Suburb 1. the el from 7,500 in 1979 
Marianao. Next to one of the og. 4| ES 300 were young adults) to 
slate-owned fast-food outlets shgl ا‎ tof whom 3,000 were 
tle staff wear McDonald'ssigk E ا‎ The government has 
hats, threc volunteers are put, | "E : people to enter the 
walls for a new Pentecostal dug | 0™E i opened the way for 
Ricardo Morales, the oldest we batch of foreign priests to 
ber of the builcling team, is a shy ln E Oa 
wiry figure of 51 wlio has dem e sense, therefore, the Pope 
most of his life lo the revolution. ا‎ hi at an open door. Of- 
went to Angola as an iuternaiggi | U E is described — as it 
ista in 1975, arriving wih r — as "pastoral". lf thal 
brigade that managed to prey, merely trying to improve the 
South ian iin force r n rihe Church and its flock, 
seizing the capital, After ifficulty. If he 
years' service, he returned toast; انر‎ e a ا‎ of 
farm in eastern Cuba, where nce liberalism, and the growing gulf 
workecl as a teclınician. A loyalor: between rich and poor in the qew 
munist, he married û party mıemb global market, as he did in on his 
heloealsehool o E veko Brel Ln Oeloher, he wl get 
It cuuld have been a textbookÈ i a aid in Brazil and 
for sucialism, but in 1993 they hest what Castro says on his own foreign 
an evangelical missiunary pret trips is almost Identical: 1o eco- 
His message sent doubt cascadi; nomic system is complete without 
ihrouglı their lıvuselıold, Ricard social justice; a free market ideology 
wife clecided to convert. Ricardo f that promotes excessive individual- 
lowecl a month later. The worry x: and under-mines the role of so- 
how their comrades would rextt. ciely is unacceptable. 
the news, even hough faith in (i 
had been offivially (leclared to E NDEED., since the collapse of 
compatible with cmmunism. “(- comnunism, the Pope has nol 
night, there was an agenda item: only stepped up his attacks on 
religion. Everyone hacl to say sk the ravages of uııregulated capital- 
they were doing to discourage # ism, he has even had a kind word 
Ricardo recallecl, as he propped | ûr Karl Marx. Four years ago, in 


spade {o one side and we sat n1 Î ıe 1 atyi ital, Riga, he slartled 
dust-strewn bench in the chur! Latvian capital, Rig: 


eign missionaries got visaş; 
andl other religious books 
imported; and new churches m 


hn 


E. 


the Bahamas instead, a decision 
that “did not please us or dispose us 
to renew the invitation soon”, Cas 
tro later explained, 

Publicly, Castro was always re- 
spectful of religion in general. He 
gave a long series of interviews in 
1985 to Frei Betto, a Dominican 
monk from Brazil who was one of 
the leading proponents of liberation 
theology and the so-called “option 
for the poor”, 

The Pope and his conservative 
advisers had strongly criticised 
Betto and similar worker-priests for 
dabbling in Marxism. 

Castro argued, in his conversa- 

tion with Betto, that there was no 
conflict. “You can be a Marxist with- 
out ceasing to be a Christian. The 
important thing is that, in both 
cases, we are talking of sincere rey- 
olutionaries who want to end the ex- 
ploaitation of man by man, and fight 
for a just distribution of social 
wealth, for equality, fraternity, and 
human dignity,” he said. Challenged 
on Marx's phrase that religion is the 
opium of the people, Casiro said il 
had to be put in its historical con- 
text There were times and places 
where a ruling class had used reli 
gion to divert people away from de- 
manding social change, just as the 
first European missionaries In Latin 
America had used religion to justify 
conquest and slavery. “Religion canı 
be an opium or a marvellous cure 
insofar as it used to defend the op- 
pressors or the oppressed," 


heading for Cuba. Will the 
visit mark the beginning of 


the end for Fidel Castro, 
asks Jonathan Steele, 
or the limit of the Vatican's 
political influence? 


1 ACH is tough as a nut, in- 
credibly stubborn and, at 
7O-something, still a charis- 

matic actor on his chosen stage. 

So when Fidel Castro and Pope 
John Paul II meet in Havana in late 
January, the world will watch the 
bout with fascination. 

Sonıe wonder whether it will turn 
into a love affair between Iwo un- 
likely old men — after all, they have 
much in common as they try to hold 
their authoritarian structures to- 
gether in the face of a loss offaith. 

Others are looking for a thrilling 
battle of moral oneıpmanship from 
two elaborately polite but uncom- 

promising representatives of very 
different ideologies. Then there are 
those who see it as the thin end of 
the polltîcel wedge that will finally 
prise Castro's grip from Cuba, a 
chance for crowds to gather with 
impunity and shout regime-toppling 
slogana in a kind of Caribbean re- | vara on the front. 


i E 


5 1 ا 
Fidel Castro shakes hands with Pope John Paul II during their‏ 
historic meeting at the Vacan, on November 19 PHOTO: VATICAN POOL‏ 


8 2 he army lu 
fall of Castro could be accompanied | most observers expec 0 
atten bees WY CAUER Da Me e e a 
1 nalf-finishecl nave. contained “a kernel of truth". nises the potential [or a difficul ا‎ inercasi 
I am a believer, | age I understood it was meant to be S COMMUNISM 1- “[ 5 doing nothi 11 - 1 it 1 a E 
play of eastern Europe's 1989, . „ | hough my husband is not. He be | something bad, but did not know A lapsing in the Soviet | Union abou TE oe o Lale of the family, He Cubans celebrate the announcement of the Pope’s visit with flags | transition from the current regime 
As interes in Pope John Paul II's | longs to the Communist party." she | what.” he told an interviewer some and eastern Europe, Castro 
forthcoming visit mounts, so do the Î sald. “The Pope will bring peace and 1 


years ago. He went to a series of fee- 
paying church schools, then be- 
came a boarder in a Jesuit college, 
where most of the staff and pupils 
were white, rich and right wing. 
Castro says he never believed in 
God, though he sometimes wore a 
small medallion of the Virgin of 
Copper, Cuba’s national icon, dur- 
ing the guerrilla struggle. 


scenarios and the speculation, Cuba 
is the only country in Latin America 
to which the Pope has not yet been, 
and more journalists have applied to 
cover his journey there than went 
with him on his first trip to a com- 
munist country, his native Poland, 
in 1979, 
1 O as E the drum- 
eat las been gathering strength 
for weeks. “John Paul, we're E 
ing,” proclaimed a banner strung 
across the front of the whitewashed 
basilica in Bejucal, a amall town 


self, and wanted to resign fron tk accept the modern ten- 
parly.” His cornrades’ shock moved ا‎ it in a relative context. 
quickly to anger. Ricardo ¥5? “The family”, he said in Rio, “is the 
thrown oul of his job, and £ | privileged context for the growth of 
lower-paid, unskilled work on i all ihe person and social potentiali- 
building site. After a few mons ties that human beings have written 
his boss sent him off for training. in their belng.” In John Paul's 
and Ricardo was eventually P® | Church, marriage is indissoluble. 
ınotcdl lo head a construction teal. The use of contraceptives and abot 
until he moved lo Havaria fo silt tion is evil, If he repeats these mes- 
working for the Church, His ¥ | sages in Cuba, people will tune out 
was luckier, When she told her cor these parts of his sermons, just 
rales she had become a rellgiou as many Catholics in developed 
believer, but wanted lo stay in Û¥ countries do. 
Party. ey agreecl, Her job was u, qaj it Cubans of all - 
atlectedl. support the revolu- 
Ricarcla's change of faith has nol tion and ا‎ who oppose İt — are 
uffected his respect for the keeı to see is how far the Pope 
tion's social achicvements, such # | strays into politics, Cardinal Or- 
the rec health system and free ed tega's phrase about “opening up 
cation. But he no longer admires Your structures” was a clear hint 


i 1at may result froın the ini- j significant slake in the economy: if 
e 0 by the Cuban people | owns one of the island's travel a 
for selfdetermination in response {0O cies, a partnership in otel and 1 
the intransigence of the Caslro | biggest chain of dollar shops; ils 
regime in not allowing any substan- | arms factories arc now ile 
tive political or economic reforms.” | their attention to civilian goods; n 

And what could be the trigger for | it already produces mııch of Cuba’ 
Washington's hoped-for “people | food by letting conscripts opt for 
power" uprising on the model of | work in the fields. 2 8 
Prague and Berlin in 1989? Clearly, Oscar Espinosa, a dissident who 
the Pope's open-air masses are one | left the National Bank a few years 
such opportunity, especially now | ago, says, “The armed e e 
tlıat Castro has given permission for contradiction. They are Ji 1 
Jolın Paul to hold one of them in Ha- | economics, and tough in pol ا‎ 
vana's most sacı'ed arena, the Plaza Î His remark suggests that a 4 
de la Revolucion. What if the Pope | after Fidel could look increas ا‎ 
talks of “freedom” and the crowd | like China's “market Stalinisnı , The 
takes up the cry? government is improving its terms 

Castro has survived large street | for foreign capital, though it refuses 
protests twice before. His tactic was. Î to allow foreign businesses 0 e 
to open a safety-valve by letting | Cubans directly. They must o 


and banners outside a church in Havana PHOTO: RAFAEL PEREZ 
began to soften the Cuban Commu- 

nist party’s stance on religion. Mem- 
bership rules were changed to allow 
believers to join the party. Under 
the impression that the government 
had its back to the wall, the Catholic 
bishops produced a political elıal- 
lenge in September 1983. In a long 
statement, they called on Castro lo 
launch a "rational dialogue", [1 lıacl 
to be "a dialogue witl free, responsi- 
ble interlocutors and nol witl) peo 
ple whose words are kıown to us 
before they spenk", they said. “lf 
Cuba lıas opened the frontiers of iit 
ternational relations with systems 
that are not just different from but 
opposed to our own, İt is not clear 
why Cubans must be uniform irt the 
national context.” 


Although the bishops’ move was 


tranquillity. We have great faith in 
his visit here. We expect an inr 
provement in everything.” 
Five minutes' walk away, men 
were drinking rum at an outdoor 
bar in the main square, oblivious to 
the cardinal's mass. The small Sun- 
day-morning market had been 
forcedl to move, and a farmer had 
laid out the carcass of a pig on a Many priests left Cuba when the 
park bench under the palm trees, A revohutionarles came to power; 
young black man, leaning against a | others did not have thelr visas 
wooden balcony with his girlfriend, renewed. Three priests joined the 
3 n 0 sald he had been to the church to | exile forces organised by the CIA to 
near the capital, as Cardinal Jaime | watch the statue of the Virgin being | invade Cuba at the Bay of Pigs, It 
٤ Ortega, the Archbishop of Havana, carried in. “i's sympathetic, very ir- | was not until the late seventies that 
arrived on a recent Sunday morning teresting,” he sald. He was a mem- | Castro began to warm to the 
for one of the series of masses he is | ber of the Young Communist Church, partly thanks to the Vati- 
conducting in local churches to | League. “The Church helps people | can's condemnation of the American 
e e ll. To Der a I helps transport sick people embargo. 
¥ € bullûtng, but the loud- Î to hospital, and gi invi س‎ 
kS St E e oud. pi gives clothes and In 1979, he invited the Pope 


ceded elections, Solidarity won. 
Five months later, the Berlin Wall 
fell. 

Cuba is, of course, very different 
from Poland. The Catholic Church 
in Cuba has never been the keeper 
of the national coneclence. With its 
preponderance of Spanish priests 
and an image as a white, upper-class 
body, İt was seen as an import that 
did not support independence in the 
last cenlury and resisted change in 
thiş one. 

Because of constant US pressure, 
the symbol of national indepen- 
dence is Fidel Castro. Although US 
presldents never seem to under- 
stand this — Castro has outlasted 
eight of hem — his image as a Pa- 


pressure to provoke human Tights 
in Poland without provoking a 
Soviet clampdown, Comparing the 
Pope's political cunning with 
Carters moralising, Brzezinski 
joked afterwards, “It became clear 
to me that John Paul should have 
been elected president and Carter 
shoull have been elected pope. 
This was two months before a ship- 
yard electrician called Lech Walesa 
organised his comrades into the 
strike that led to the foundation of 
the trade union, Solidarity. As Sol 
darity moved into high gear and the 
anticommunist Ronald Reagan be- 
came president, links between the 
CIA anid Vatican strengthened. Bill 
Casey, Reagan's CIA director, was a 


bans j workers by signing a contract with a 
best-known icon: "For us, Che h# that he hopes the Pope will have an | staunch Cathollc and regularly vis- | triot is u E HL elles a E i e. state organisation or the 
2 fiercely denounced in the official | no vile We Lelfeve in God K impact on the political scene. When | Ited the Pope for consultations. | communist ideology, not just on | for Florida. But most observers in .| owned company. Thus, the govern- 
shoes to the poor. then only three months in office — press, Castro continued to take uni | said 1 Jean-Louis Tauran, the When Poland's Communist | the liberation ideology, not j 
e expected overflow were playing A few years ago, such comments | to stop in Cuba on his way back | lateral steps towards easing the situ- 1 : 
only a few dozen people. would have been taboo. The 1 


Many seemed to have come ouıt 
of curiosity, and could only munble 
the responses as the cardinal went 


Church sources clalm the g0 


from Mexico. Also invited by Cuban ernment's softer line towards belle 


Cuba feel that unrest İe unllkely dur- Î ment can control wage rates, and 
exiles to visit Miami, the Pope 


Cuba, itself, but or many Latin ing the Pope's visit: “Don't expect | take a cut. It has also paşsed a de- 


leader, General Woajtiech Jeruzelekl, Americans who resent America's. 


Î : 
they call the Vatican Forelgn under heavy pressure from: 


Catholic hierarchy fell out with the r a Î 


ation of all the island's churches, the 
revolution when Castro took power 


Baptists, the charismatic fundamen- 


1 : ighiening penalties for “labour 
: a in their hemisphere, | much. People still belleve in Cuba. | cree tighteni 
٤ ers was prompted by a gel 1896 to pave the way for the Papal | Moscow, declared martial law e imperial role in their hemisphet They understand the utopia they | indiscipline’ a E 
in 1959, and for almost 20 solved the dilernma by stopping İn Û talist sects and the Catholics: for. continued on page" il, he went further. He used a ser- | arrested, Solldarity's e ft. HE POPE appears to know | were fighting for,” said one wel Cuba rem: ‘Unlike rhany east 
through the service, church-state FBS wêre ak ha Cake Kiar n اچ ر‎ to a to Pope's r al ready be 3 this better than aslingion nied a e E a E biladly hankeredl 
Their ol : SITE 1 e Catho’ more edom”. 1 ican has consisten' pe's NT. 9 ا‎ 
| | | een in anl odd shi. he led e | is ng aod ar, But Catholr  revaludlon hen 1. | aia ms robb ne most, | hed cal urine uu "1, | arqiciaed the American emberto of | goed termadonally” hind tie | r ime med Trey fear tie heqa, 
chanting in the familiar style ofa po- Î even before the revolution a. it revolution hes ` | ECW interventionist and political’ | Polish "He sald. bn Paul tad | Cuba, just 28 it citicises the USled | , Gerardo Sanchez, who heade the | ter li the crass consumerişm, and ' 
fitical rally: "Viva Cuba. Viva the | in the Pope's nativ Polar 1 fore Castro took power İn . spilled,” he said: But Jo û that |: embargoes on other countries, such | dissident Committee, for Human: Hes, the ted nce and logs of' 
Image of Mary. Viva el Papa.” Then | than half the "land's 800 1 1959, a ل 1 ا‎ Ei could be kd ea as &, | as Libya and Iran. But that does not ihi oll aon ene o ا‎ the Misîn exiles return 
: urch-slale arı : ù Po: visit in pastoı 2 pr : 5 
| e 0 ar canilon to be O Many were sympa- کا‎ frozen. |: Polish patriot and might be a secret’ e اا ا ا‎ ona doit expect miracles from it ItIl'| ina rush. They want the ا‎ : 
foot, or lake the bu t0 tral Ha: Fı r VIRE E Ci op iE, in a kind of cold WF | |: , | believer, he ‘started exchanging let i û he wants a “soft landing” for Î strengthen’ the church's position | socialist and ا‎ Th 
: E 2 0 2 a- 0 e had churches, and Î But Catholicism wS ا‎ terş with him. ih - tha aland a, process of change that | and give it more room for manoeur. far they will get 2 اا‎ a br 
1 The Pope's message would be | Catholics e i j never implanted 48 ' , 1 ; | The Pope arisued that the Care|" a e OT irallem, avold .| vre,” Hîs organisation favours the 0 E ale and admire his 
sintple, the cardinal explained, چ‎ E 0 ak el) n e values | bloodshed or a civil war, and protect: | kird f un. ا‎ 0 ad Fe Rn oan who are hun- . 
0 . . le : 3 1 ا‎ 7 f: 2 . F te 
۲ “Don't be afraid. Open yourselves to Î more than througlı church worship, r eee the Cub أ‎ and principles such as he right of Î Cubas_soclal 2¢ الخ‎ ll of the Rranco regione İn Spain, . | gry for change want lt to come only 
Christ. Open your hearts and the Amung black Cubans, in particular, r! Few | man and the rights of the nation”, | health care ahd universal education. but sees litile hope of Castro accept Î gradually, . , . 
| ears your ire to Christ” | [he practice ofsanleria — a mixture i al churchêh, books into eastern | He was saying that communism 0 n olo, e ا‎ ing ik 5 ASE In shori, Cuba ا‎ ot give e 
€ did not explain what he meant Î of Christian, Yoruba and ancestor غ‎ 0 Europe dissident na- j a henomenon, and that; | Nazism Al e م ا“‎ ٤ 1 a lo. | vizitor (he enge of a piace on ie 
u e, a it e a iD 0 ع‎ N a tlonalien o encourage E na elakl Lhould reopen talks with || consistently denouncêd “totalitari-.| Few Cubans expect anything 
harely-veîled call for political plural e child of a land-owner, Fide : ٤ 
ism. Castro had a typical religlous back کد‎ 


til Castro dies..The very | verge of a social or political explo- 
ا ا‎ annoys him, arid :| sion,, Whatever ripples the Pope 
onê of the firat walkelogans, John Î sends out on his four-day misslon, 
Paul will see aş he takes his Pope ' they are unlikely to reach the shore 


ism" and, in the mid-eighties, de- 
Bcribed it gs “the shame of our 
time”, In a document ‘aimed at 
Catholics who supported Iberation 


| Listening near the church's open 
front rloors, Marla Hernandez re- 

, | flected Cuba's contradictions, A re 

' ffe} tired teacher, she wore &* black 


Carter, the ideailat fiom the Deep 
South, had tried to make ethics the 
hallmark of his presidency, ‘and 


Solidarity. IE took eight years, but: 
the rE Ek worked. Aware that’ 
Ne bad a new, nönrinterven- 


ground. Although his mother was a 
devout woman who said her daily 
prayers, he was baptised only at the 


Left, a Cathûlle pil! 


1 : 1 hev, 1 3 0 1. h Id Castro, are no 
Dare || Bo E ET Ra | OS na exceed e | Ot, te cleaned agin | ible E0 Hate ator, peo, | mlb he od Can 

2 age Öf five, “People who were not - N 1 Vatican lat 0 dialogue with Soldarity and cûn Î that come to وا ا ای‎ 

Tshirt with the image of Che Gue- baptised were called Jews; At that Î ANO Gû 
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Letter from Bam 
ako and B 1 WEEKLY 
e i PPAR ANE Brittany Jeanne Lacvlls make people invisible. First you fi ا‎ nayi | jyay4 1898 
Cat and riddiI ET E TRIE 
makes sacrifice, then you eat cer 0 90, not liking eetl ¥; SEE f 1 hn 3 
3 2 ۰ 0 
riddle a A eee | Sk a a Kingdom of the knave sS raptor Chess Leonard Barden 
. ler to think whi 1 Cab, scandalel She wi iı 
ACVILLE loves cats. You will | Africans usually ignore thei parts have to be eaten. ich be e fot , preparing cat Qur Clegg aie: ب‎ T'S MATE in four moves in the | Answers and names of main 
often find hîm of an evening, | which grow up wild and eir cats, It seems pretty clear that we shall | off proud irst afternoon he set | with a tin of Canigou ایا‎ Guardian's Christmas Chess prizewioners will appear in mid- 
sitting under the mango tree | catching i a unfriendly, | see Lacville's cat no more. “I hope E ly cryinéa chicken car- | Lacville forthwith of E | a moing, Away puzzle, which looks simple February. 
cuddling a kitten, or teaching it to | survival. Our اا ا‎ the thief really believes that he is in- | "Are a och duties. I came out on to o TS A dark old morning. Away enough. One ofthe beat practical ap- 
ase hia belt buckle. by Lacville's cuddli re ed | visible," said Lacville over breakfast. h you sure that French cats | just as she made th ا‎ from the orange sodium sireet- ا‎ n Many players, let alone proaches to opening theory ls to 
Our beautiful Black Cat was the all ld cuddling to be every | “There is a story people tell ab eat ci İcken carcass?” I asked doubt- | pushing Lacville’ € istake j: lights, these fields hold their own SSS e ا‎ 4 solvers, would fancy their specialise in aharp, offbeat lines 
most promiscuous and prolific cat child's best friend. man who killed and ate a black e a | fully. Lacville assured me that all “Eel ees ٠ o Per too hr ! darkness. Gradually, east- E Tw ERN Ta chances in a position where used by only a few top players. 
we have ever had; a real vamp with ا‎ E past tense because | because he wanted to rob a 1 cats consider chicken carcasses. geeve zem E to animal: N کے‎ 4 : White has two rooks against a Beating Tle King’s indian And 
queues af boy-fiends. She would al- | a re hs ago the Black Cat dis | bank, Convinced that no one 1d It will be a real treat. Our | do you treat ood. [ wonderha 7 lone bishop and four harmless Benoni, by Anatol Vajaser 
ways get pregnant before she nd . "Someone needed her," | see him, he ignored chall could | Bamako cats eat cold fried potatoes My hear o EIS n Abia pawns, and where the black king | {Bataford, £12.99), surveys the 
stopped feeding her previous litter. HO o rde mysteriously. from the bank guards, ad hede 0 leftover rice, and if they can get back! i a8 Lacik ia already trapped in the corner | Four Pawns attack against the 
Most African cats have short hair | I1 wondered anyone ‘need’ our cat?, | for the strong room. It was only at a couple of chicken bones before | cats. I do not ا‎ cala are maki across the sky until it holds awaiting execution on the back KI and Benonıl, a line in which 
and blotchy colouring. But our kit- | sold hı 1 f 0 Had Leo | when they hit him on the head with the dog takes them, its a real | own convenien: ei ten rr, an entire zeppelin-shaped cloud İn a بے ی ت‎ r its author has a personal score 
tens were beautiful. Tor several | how er off to the “someone” and for | a nightstick that he realised th bonus. Armelle's cat is getting a My cats get ا‎ € YOu, Maar. | çcarlet flame. Suddenly a dark speck 2 . ف‎ 1 2 Butits not go easy, and when | of 85 percent and a rating of 
years we produced and distributed ا‎ Lacville wanted to de- | magic had failed, 1 hope thi E whole carcass and no competition! | cannot َ e Pleasures that yur’ | gppears against the glow, o living ج چ‎ FS Ez2 | the puzzle appeared in Germany | 2700. 
kittens to African villagers: some | ded a cut of the selling price, or to | gets hit very hard, and not jı lef | Shell be delighted.” you have 0 Lîence . . . but dares; blur of wings, a kestrel. - gome years ago, 90 per cent of Such extensive and revealing 
black, some grey-atriped, occaslon- a it from Leo's wages, the head." . ot just on | He put the carcass in the cats | I am وا‎ such pleasure’ The kestrel hovers above the field, | a mz ل‎ : would-be solvera either got it analysis ia remarkably frank 
. lack cats are good for black Trust Lacville to end with a taste- a n oubtfully. | diêre for ie ا‎ looses, dips, gains a few feet and hov- Î 5 E | wrong or ciaimed no solution. for an openings book, and 
3 cat di E Lacville's | Lacville refuses د‎ ers again. What can it possibly see, ١ 2 includes prepared, unpublished 
to have anything novelties. 
Long-standing Guardian 


30fi don in the cold, wet darkness? 
Taut, on some invisible kite string 

siraining against the earth, the 

kesirel defies the gravity which 


Weekly readers may recall ear- 
ler articles where [ recomm- 
ended the Four Pawns, and GM 
Vaisser's high-quality research 
should prove a useful point- 
scorer for any club or tournament 
player graded 150 or higher, or 
for any ambitious junior. 


ally ginger depending on the coloڊ‎ 1c,” 
E ICE E ur | magic,” Leo told me, in the sort of | less obı 1 
: : ole iE ort servation. It brought rauc i treı pean û 
ie ae like black cats; comprehensible and i male ا‎ E : r د‎ 04 areyou giving 4 hs calculated hel ا‎ : 
eir associadon with | jokes. But Leo wouldn't joke about | Christmas holiya ic oy e | shrieked the elderly lady ho ves | fC i 2 pelt 
: ristmas holidays, our neighbour | between Armelle and ا ا‎ fi for one French cim 
. provide five African children x drags the 1 
2 vegetation of the 


ntagle. But everybody loved o, magi Arı 
friendly, cuddly, long-haired kittens, | “Als e 
: 3 "Also, black cats , two doors down, asked if Lacvill i 
are good to | we could feed her cat for three days. Madam ١ Boley e mally ae A ar ill dae nln i ony IS 
n 1 
ually share amung them in a dy. 7 1wo wingbeats are the same. The piın- 


ions whirr then still. The tail rud- 
ders, fans and brakes. 

The kestrel dives, aborts, resumes 
ils position — hover-glide-hover, But 
the psychic beam [rom behind that 
sickle beak keeps still as it lasers 
inch by inch through the grass. Does 
the kestrel see every beeil, slirew, 
mouse, vole, only choosing which is a 2 : So, While mates in four InOvCs 
worilı diving for? Does anything stir 0 at latest, against any defence. 
in this cold wet winter murning, or is Send White's frst move only tu 
the kestrel hunting because it knows | ILLUSTRATION BARRY Laf 4a Christmas Chess, Weekend 
no ather way to be? WIJ it kill now? Guardian, 119 Farringdon 
sit hopeful, or starved and mad? nape and tail, a reddish back and Falcons were rained to the gluved | Rond, London EC1R 3ER to 

The kestrel, Falco tinnuauculus, is | wings with dark spots, wlıile fe | fist for hunling, as praclisexl in Asia arrive by firat post on Moncdlay, 
the most common and widespreacl of j males are tawny with dark spots. | (rom the 8th century and in Europe | January 26, 1998 or e-mail to: 
our falcons and is found in most | They are usually solitary by nalure. j from late medieval times. In falconry, weekend@guardian.co.uk. Every 
open and semiopen habitats As a falcon. this birl shares a | socil slalus was measured by filean | entrant, right or wrong, will re- 
throughout western, central ind | world mythology and sula’ symbol spevies: “An eagle fur an vmperor, a ceive a complimentary copy of 
southern Europe, east to ille Caspian | ism, conımon to the Incas, the Cells | gyrfalcun fur a king; a peregrine for a | Chess Monthly. 
sta, throughout the Midclle East and | and Chinese. In Exyplian mylh the | prince; a saker for a kuigll; a merlin Awards for the firat three solti- 
north Africa. It breeds iı old nesls on | falcon is king of the birds; Horus is for a lly; a goshawk for a yeoman; a | tions examined after the closing 
diffs and buildings and has adapted | depicted as a falcon or falcon- | sparrowhawk for a priest; a kestrel date are as follows: 
headed; his wings are tlıe sky and j fora knave.” 1 £50 and the newly-releaaed 
Fritz 5 chessplaying and database 


Notes & Querles Joseph Harker 


4 FRIEND of anine sald she 
became quite manic and 
bad-tenıpered nfter eating one 
banana each day for nbout a 
week, 1s this the origin ofthe 
phrase “going bananas”? 


VEN 1! compliined Lo mıy (loe- 
tor about tiredness, I was told 
Ilnat Ihad overhiglhı levels of potas- 
sium which were caused, he 
thought, by my eating a lul of ba- 
nanas. If the questioner"s friend was 
bad-tempered, it could be that she 
might then have craved a food 
which would have calmed her 
down, the bananas being the cure 
and not the cause. As for "going ba- 
. nanas”, folklore makes banaııas the 
favourite food of monkeys, a papu- 


Biokh v Kitchev, 1991 


lhe affair because of the relics' SUP- 
posecl royal origin, but was satisfied 
with the security arrmngements at 
lad. a allowed arrange- 
ents to proceed. — Bruce Purvi: 
Salisbury, Wiltshire 1 


1 d4 NI6 2 c4 gû 3 Ne3 Bg? 4 
e4 d6 5 f4 0-0 ö N3 c% 7 d5 c6 
8 Be2 cxd5 9 exd5 b5 10 c«% 
dxe5 11 ke Ng4 12 BS f6 
Qaf?! 13-0 NxeS Ll dli ftvuurs 
While, while if Ab LAU C+ 14 
Kl NIS+ (NT! iscriicab) 1% xt 
QYxf2 1O Nxb NAT 17 vB! 
13 exf6 BxfG 14 Qd2 ReB lı 
Bxg5 15 NxgD! ur BIS L3 IFO! 
15 0-0! b4 lI Bxgf 1f Nxg5 Nrt 
17 d6? 1ê Nd1 Bb7 17 NZ! 
Bxg5 18 Nx! NIG Hi Ne? 14 
Nfe4! NxI1 20 x1 RfR 21 Nufiis 
StFONH. 
19 Ng4l Nxg1 20 Bxg4 Qxd5 
21 Qf2ITTıe Hircal Z4 Ber forces ù 
won ending. Qd4 22 Qxd4 d4 
23 BeG+ Rxe6 24 Nxc6 andl 


g h 


abcd e f 


HAT'S the clifference be- 
tween a herb and a spice? 


T DOESN'T seem currect to s 

that a herb is a plant that does i 
have a woody stem (Notes & 
Queries, November 19). This would 
exclude such herbs as rosemary, 
lavender, lemon verbena, and 
doubtless many others, Rather, the 
difference between herb and spice 
seems lo lie in the part of the plant 


lar symbol of disorder and mi 1 
behaviour. — Kale Fisher 0 that is used: if it is the leaf, or per- 
: 1 | haps the flower, it is a herb: f f i 
8ه ا ا م و‎ . erb; if it is well to urbanisation, often being 
N19 e Tut, fruit, root or seen in the centre of cities and hunt İ his eyes are the sun and moon. In | Ifthe kestrel is the knave's falcon, 
J 0 ا‎ Court ruling longs to both i nne olor ILE Norse mih. dia ele: to اچ‎ this i ve a common a rogram ا‎ by many top White won. 
remains oi ieee: ng e characterise long- | as a falcon. The Tuleyone tribe of | scoundrels, of coarse grass and | grandmastera, 
Eavard the Martyr, King of Eng- م‎ 0 İn which it is used: the pointed wings of about 100e, America have a falcon deity called | knavish weeds. Before the day takes | 2 £30 and Fritz 5. No 2504: Not 1 Nhy4? f1QI 2 
0 were deposited in a branch | spice. — J eli [A herbi the seeds, a kestrels are not our largest, or | Wekwek who stole flame from | hold, the kestrel's magic grips this | 3 £20 and a year’s subserip- | Nxfl Kg2 3 h4 Kxf1 4 hb Ke?! 5 
E Midland Bank in Croydon. . Justin Harris, Siena, Italy smallest falcons, but they are per | heaven and set fire to the Earth. | little world, answering all this | tlon to Chess Monthly. There will j h6 g2 draws but 1 Nhf11 g2 2 
they stll there and why? he most accoınplished hover- i kestrel of the rel dawn و‎ stupid questions by just 2 00 non a of ا‎ g1Q 3 KfTI traps Black's 
ers. males have a bluc head, | is doing the same. eing. esaBase Magazine CDa. new queen. 
HE murdered king was first HICH ahould I join, 
: humed from Corfe Castl heri Greenpeace ûr Frlends of | Goi f e a: : 
e healing miracles began to en | the Earth? joing bananas . . , does Britain’ favourite fruit dr] EEE ٤ B 8 ب‎ 
"| ported at his grave and ue O ve you round the bend? ridge Zia Mahmood Quick crossword no. 399 
buried in a ebrine ut Shntemuy OTH. — Peter Melchett, di € affected organ. Ifthe patient has 2 م ی و‎ 
bı j, direc- اا‎ verse compared to 2 
Abbey, to be venerated by medieval Bs: eê UK; Charles o he ek is disastrous. Î sity). The value of dis Parameter Any ans wers 7 ERE is the Guardian's Christ.| Problem 2 Problem 6 Reroes 
pilgrims until the Reformation, , director, Friends of the Earth | organisms which c me. of the ew determines the fate of the universe: 4 mas Bridge Competition. In the | South West North East South West North East 
when he was again disinterred and intact corneal epi 0 penetrate an | if Omega is greater than 1, the uni ow problems below, you are South play- | ? ٤ ھ1‎ Pasa | 1 Undesired result 
eA within | RAVE heard that urne ming inition, The je aE Che a BE etecively luencen US Û | erg E | SS TAEQASEE #A Û k75 YAQ102 +183 #464 | 7 0 
r 8 : 1 - ۹ : 
The estate passed into te1 Ra ا‎ sterlle, How can this be mS of pus, and is rarely | less than 1, te unlverae vl an is | energy industry that 1s so jofrar opponents E et ا اا‎ 1 authority (7) 
e Claridge family, and in 1931 the | rid ا‎ that urine served to | Phnom Penh E Poff, | forever (no end). e2 0 the face of global warm selem İs Acol —- fourcard majors | Rakin order of preference: 14; 2#: | Rank in order of preference; 2#; | 8 Rlgld(6) 
n Fupposed be those of St ody of toxina? ia eza exactly equal to 1 means — Neil Hunt, Eccles, Kent .. and a weak no trump. The vulnera- 28. : 2¥: 3NT. 1 Î 10 Tidy 
John Wilson Cid E TE ancient Zoroastrian religion 7 HERE d ifinity (ao rel uray pea 0 8 1 as E in order Problem 3 : Your answers, which should ar- Celal etle 65 
a the remains of a | erty, Tn ng recognised this prop- “Bola Ray oe ا‎ vational data puts omega between 2 of preference, When answering, rank South West No e rive no later than January 26, 1998, | 13,15,18 Play by 
patel 1 martyr, to be appro- | uses bull's urine ls it : 0.3 and 1, while theoretical argu- | ahe is a havin 3 been ire sugreted cols ~~ dont just | < : should be sent 0 pa to a, 
number of Anglican and invited a Û crated and unconsecraleg log | | COMES form early 19th centur Fens advocate omega equel to 1, | burled atSt Olave's church, : Sle Ea gered call For exam | 4 gê52 YAKJ14 #AQ #3 Guardian _ Weck e 1384 
ceive the bones fo bishops to re- | part of its procedure fur ol hay baling machinery. When th . So, to answer your question, never | London, on September 14 i lhe calle were 14, INT, and 1 ` | Bridge Competition, 119 Farring- G.2.188,4) 
ones for re-interment. Î ritual puri for obtaining Î wire left the guides, : — (Dr) Bob Nichol, Pittsburgh, USA 3 DET oS le, and you believed that INT E : don Rosd, London ECIR 3ER; or fax Û 17 A game beast 
His offer was declined, and purity for practitioners, Th : guides, as happened all ا‎ 1586. But who waa she? — Wi |, wa8 beat, double Rank în ûrder of preferencé: double; Î your answer to Guardian Weekend (4:4) 
wns contact with E oah e ere. bull's ıine (gomez and nirang) ٤ e often, it would make an impossi- TWits' plac . | Watson, London ا2‎ worst, Your et af ad 19:14. iristmas Bridge Competitlon on | 18 See13| 
af the Orthodox Church op | om externally and internally. —' 8 snarl. Those who have seen it | A Wingiolt Nagrgg  eattie, ا‎ : 11NÎ 2 Double ا‎ `+; | HAITI) 239 9935; or by email to: |. 21 Strol (6) 
1 agreed not merely to E Peter Clark, Roath, Cardiff . -, EBE ighteningly accu | ef Neibia E EEE Tn dorry E iin appears obvious | Problem 4 ' ` | weekend @guerdian.co ' ` | 22 Nogood (7) 
i e the, e E etaphor. — Pet e T : 
E | Ja gear e oe gu | E em | KELE hae homin. | A DETER EE Ê aes kore oe a | E | 
۳ ن‎ er ave i ر‎ : won 2 1 2 
1 near Woking, for conversion jale g | of oar Oral Desai, a practitioner : | visit all the world's children (i | ton have sent ia only their AJ108432 YK973 ¢2 #4 | mas competition Sor those who liye | : (1324: 
1 | : basilica for the relics, : danl ew who religiously MV FERE wu ital end? 8 BILL Gates's bank account. — n 0 o a E | ferred call for ‘each problecnl So ا‎ : . Î in Britain, but we receive many em | 8 
Claridge's younger brother Geof- glasses of his urine : 2 Frederick Borden, Berkeley, Cali period? — Willams Barrel. | please answer in the form shown | Rank in order of preference: pass; |. tries-frofu’ Guardian Weekly sub- | Down: 
Ele puted through the High E Ay ii fhe ripe age of 0 ela, USA e Ca London ET above. ج‎ iE A E ET " grîere in farfung parta, nd 1 eel a ES aed 
ourt the elder’ 1 2 . Hong Kong ° ت و گ‎ 4 : O E 0 . itis important to give all ere İ 1 capital) |. : ° 
1 bones and his entitlement e NFORTUNA A E al Morton, | The Weirdest Ever Notes & Querlês SEET E EF Problem 1. Problem 5 . '. around the ا او ا‎ to | 2: Aquatic bird (4) .. 
١ اا‎ to the religious order, U tional ea el 0 1 ا‎ of more therı 200 of the | weekly@guardlan co.uk Hê South West’ North : East | South . West - North: East | enter the competion. 3. ت‎ or erude. 
1 ni ا‎ testions éi : rdlan.co,uk, lax. 1 8 “The winner . e 
“fA | the Midland Bark ا‎ . glvays o bb sterile: Someimes ey Co e presently "Row velo Tone Oo Il r4 171-22 eB, ? ب‎ 9 ۴ 2 ETE ا‎ 2 will receive a prize of 100d two | ,4 Mlcrowaved ’... _ 
f | Bence On e i tormey- | inslruct thelr eye patlenta to quite | observations of th awer through | £8.99. Coplos cêni alsû bê orûêrêd. | ûn Rod lad EN #A1065 ¥93 sK;832 44. laAK ¥K732. 49865 #A4 | runnereup wil each get £50 each. |. . Dudo eAd) | 
ed iıı: literally “take the piss” and instil in | (the observed e of e E û cred card hatine on. 7 ا ا‎ don EO SE E N EERE EE E .8o good luck, i hope you enjoy the | 5 Chirpyinsect (7) + 
: : 1e unl 1 (+44) (0)1483-268 88B (plus pap) . | hii uérciléh. co uk in.order of preference: double; | ‘Rank tn order of prefererice: double , problems, ‘aid a Merry ‘Christmas: | . 6 .Hom of plenty 
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Are fiddlers all 
highly strung? 
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on the violin. I think people choose 
the instrument with the ınost possi- 
bility of expressing themselves." 
Double-bass players are probally 
recognisable, snys Neil Tarlton, ihe 
Philharmonia's principal in this 
growly department. Darting your 


Delving with elves 


died of apoplexy, while Charles, 
ART father of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
Adrlan Searle ended up İn a lunatic asylum, the re- 
Aarlan sef 


sult of alcoholism and epilepsy. 
fingers long distances up, down andl it, fit. Bloody fairies, Richard's wonderful watercolours 
Peter Kingston tests ا‎ between four long and thick wires, 1T, e wings | and book ‘illustrations are packegl 
his theory that musicians 1 and making those wires shudder wi hel oan 


E: : 

i ink little bot- | with incident and teem with the ittle 
1 E او‎ e re- | folk. The best is The Fairy Tree, in 
i nerves: they've upset | which the tree’ 8 branches cross the 
hg a real mess of the | paper like musical staves, and on 
e and one of them has just | every branch perches a mad miscek 
led itself in my beard. Its | lany of fairy folk. They mee. 

ough to drive a man to laudanum. | leer, they jostle, they fall in anı و‎ 
r to, Tinkerbellland in the | of love. The tree is a nıicrocosm o! 
sae Galleries at London's Royal i human folly and ا‎ 
Acadenıy for the exhibition Victor- Richard seemed to like ا‎ ٣ 0 
ian Fairy Painting, avoiding Saatchi's | while Charles appears to have e 
Young Brits on the floor below. Vic- e 2 2 
ian fairy painting r the | his table, . IN, 

ا and eel bE ê pS‏ ا ا of‏ اا 
German itish Romanticism, | have invade ıs life, He's a‏ 
اا e folklore, Spiritual Î Mr Pooter. A levitating‏ 
ism and soppiness. The Faerie | shouts in his ear, pixies ne 2‏ 
Queen, Midsummer Night's Dream | table and crawl underfoot. Itis a hilar-‏ 
and the Brothers Grimm alsu had a | ious scene, but also a familiar‏ 
lot to answer for. And so, of course, e E 0 a 2 E‏ 

ated tinct ete : 
E a real sensation: the | duces اا‎ Taine, lie Oa 

i 1 I fairies — | owls, bats and crones, 1 

e Ya rc i Bay Berke- | ments ofinner torments and desires. 


with music, takes a lot of energy. 
“Double-bass players are fairly lar- 
gish and are never as a rule too far 
from somewhere licensed or smar- 
tish restaurants. We have a prodli- 
gious eater in our section wha has iı 
snack before and after nıeals. i think 
on the whole we are pretly sociable." 

Andy Sınith, the Philharmonia's 
timpanist for the past quarter of a 
cenbury, was a good enough pianist 
as a boy to be playing concertos 
with the Leicesterslıire Schools 
Symphony Orchestra. Invited to 
take up another instrument so he 
could be in the orchestra, he 
selected the oboe because he fan- 
tied the other oboeist, 

He goes along with the notian 
that some instruments suit sone 
personality types. “Oboe players 
tend to be a little tight-lipped . . . 
while bassoon players are relaxed. 
One of our bassoonists calls his in. 


come to resemble the 
instruments they play 


SK orchestral players if they 
A think any of their colleagues 
look like their instruments 
and they will invariably mention the 
bınss, Even brass players do. So, 
rephrase the question, A professional 
nıusiclan is walking across a foyer, 
but not carrying ati instrument. 
Could you reliably tell what they 
play? The answer is: not necessarily, 
but you ean usually spot the brass. 
Why do musicians reckon they 
car spot the blowers? Meınbers of 
the Philharmonia very sportingly 
took time fronı a busy rehearsal 
schedule to discuss the whole 
instrumorphosis question, Instru- 
morphosis? What we're talking 
about is transformation into the 
shape of an instrument — and no, it 


Charmed Hfe . . . The Artists Dream (1857), by John Anster Fitzgerald 


int- ly woodland backwater in the 
is painti teye „, | cloud-covered landscape. The paint- | a lone! 
0 ro 0 a ing seems to conflate The Tempest eal del TE GEA 
BN rreatherley’s Fairy | with A Midsummer Night's Dream. The whale ide: 


In tune with their instrument! 
« « . Keith Bragg with his pico 


"! thi 1 y yet strument a 'grunt pole’.” fiddle (bel 1 Tilch witb !ey formation fairy fly-pasts, fairies in Edmund Dulac pictured an ento- Seated On A Mushroom also looked | Samuel Pepys, on seeing the latter | s0 absolutely daft, so utterly ridicu- 
3 € caricature At six foot four, K their grottos, fairies in bird's-nest |j mı n re, described it as “the most in- | lous, so conıpletely, quintesse! ntally, 
brass type pla he Pf „ Keith Bragg, the ologist perching on his bed, his | back at Netherlandish ighimare, | play. des t 1 
|3: MARTIN ARGLES : mi he jos | in my life". It didn't stop the ridicu- much more wonderful than I'd ever 
Dominique Ingres, but the atm ın my liie . 
: 8 's piccolo player, con- 
ıd his double-basa PHOTOG! : 


Nowhere was safe: the Victorian | tion oni eck to life to haunt 
imaginatiı iri the brain. | himin the wee hours. 
More gt artists John Anster Fitzgerald Ss pile 
who got down and delved with the | reveries peopled his nightmares an: 
elves were slightly bonkers. Richard | his paintings with the diminutive, 
Dadd murdered his father and was | hallucinated denizens of the uncon- 


monia's fourth horn player, Robert 
Mcintosh, choosing his words care- 
fully. “People think theyre beery 
looking,” he says, explaining that his 
own healthy ruddiness is down to 


founds any theory of instrumor- 
phosis. He is also the orchestra's 
chairman. “As a kid I always wanted 
to play the piccolo." 

He goes along with the idea ihat 


1 ani [ ined. But fairies? [ ask you — al 

i is | lous doi of Oberon, Titania, | imagine 
e ie E Puck and tie rest from becoming least i Bl ا‎ 
for a e and the | the staple of the Vixtorian 0 1 in 0 n E i 
een ave urs. 
1 ld. Pepys would have known ve o 

ed r E per i to del wîth the varıninls, prob- | Fairies, on the otlıer hand, are just 


scribed as on the rotund side him- | monises with the sheen of the brass 

self. “But there are sone very fine | bend on top of hiş instrument. 

small players," says McIntosh. He chuckles and says tliat per- 
Both men came to their insiru- haps growing into an instrument is 


PRS The 
: 1 hamber-pot. | well, irritaling. Or so I thought. 1 
some instruments suit certain char. intemed in Bedlam. Diagnosed | scious. The artist depicted himeelf | a frieze Sin 0 ` neoclassical, E “thal Joh first worll war and DDT are sup 
- in 0 : 1 . 
long hours spent on the golf course. Î ments via routes familiar to so many Î more a question of personality. “If | acters. "Brass players tend to be schizophrenic, he was by all accounts | nodding off at his easel, the studio E Ril 
"A beard lıgs always been associ- | British professional orchestral play- | you want to generalise you can say | more ebullient, louder personalities, 
ated with the French horn, but don’t 


TY 
1 1 d | posed to have seen them off, and 
1 iel i ft on the | Atkinson Grinıshaw, who cornere ٦ E 
E i na. the market in wintry, moonlit, wet- | cartoons ied e ا‎ e 
a E 1 makes yer flesh | leaved noclurnes, turned his hand But this exlail ii 0 ا‎ 2 
2 0 f these arlisls, one Î to the fairies. The atmosphere of his | of a more e : 0 0 0 
ا‎ had difficulty with women. paintings speaks of coll walks 4 ا‎ i ER iE 
e ol in e O ا‎ 0 E days tt isnt Lhe fairies we should be 
iri rpool, per 8. 1 
ا ا‎ E N ا‎ of table lurning, afraid e likely the people who 
Mabie Cave from 1846, is a misty | muslin ea ا‎ in to | painte 
1 1 Auntie Ada on the ard. 
اوا‎ E ا ا‎ 0 His Iris, of 1886, is a shimmering, elel ا ام ا‎ 
1 Tu he unconvincing little fig- | shivering nude, inexplicably hover. ا اا‎ ٤ ٤ 
ures iit in .the mysterious, Î ing on the wings.of a dragontly over |; Fel ry 


A question of focus 


ers, apart from violinists. Like many, 
both were handed an instrument at 
school because it had just beconıe 
available, or because there was a | not an instrument for making the 
gap in the school orchestra which atabbing sounds you sometimes get 
the music teacher wanted filled, in the strings," 

“We needed someone to play the Karin Tilch, who is number 12 in 
bassoon in the junior school orches- the first violins and has been four 
tra when I was 11," recalls Gordon years in the Philharmonia, is slim 
Laing, who was learning the violin | and fine-featured. Violinist traits? 
and piano at the time. “I did a deal “Fiddlers come in all shapes and 
with my mum. IT could give up the İ sizes,” she says. But she does think 
violin and take up the bassoon if i there can be a correlation between a 
passed my grade three." person's stature and the instrument 

He took up the contrabassoon at they choose?. 

14. In those days, he had a hairline. Are fiddlers a little, um, highly 
Nowadays his head has a lustre strung compared to the rest of the 
under concert lights which har band? “There are 40 many colours 


1i his | invaded by a monstrous cast of crea- 
rial ا‎ 0 tures less from some diaphanous 
toling away on his minutely | never-never land than from the terri 
detailed, derailed masterpieces — | fying world of Hieronymus Bosch. 
ion: Oberon And Titania, Fitzgerald's dream pictures (often 
and the greatest of all fairy paintings, including a slunıbering figure — 
the Tate's The Fairy Feller's Master | either the artist himself or, more 
Stroke. It could well be that both his | often, a suplne sleeping ا ا‎ 
murderous-act and his retreat into a | plagued by the a ol nig 
sinister, haunted fairy world were | mare. His paintings bel E 0 
reactions 1 to childhood abuse. drugey superreal. They are gl 1 
The Doyle brothers both suffered | lit, overly rich, spiky, i ery 2 4 
menial infirmily. Richard Doyle | creepily sexual. The litile wom 


string players are more uptight. For 
us, the vibrations when we play are 
slower and more relaxing. This ig 


quote me on that” Since he has a 
fine beard himself, disobeying this 
Injunction seems justified, So do 
brass players like thelr beer? “No 
more than anyone else,” he replies. 
His colleague, John Jenkins, who 
has played the tuba in the Philhar- 
monia for 29 years, says: "It's been 
grossly exaggerated frorn the begin- 
ning. And certainly the pressures 
these days are such that you must 
have complete contral at all times,” 
Both he and McIntosh admit that 
brass players are often well-built, 
“You need to be strong; the physical 
effort required is enormous,” says 
Jenkins, adding that he could be de- 


and more outgoing, and that's very 
understandable, whereas string 
players would tend to be quieter, 
more part ofa group.” 

But what about physical resenı- 
blance? He could hardly go along 
with that. 

He recalls getting in a lift before a 
concert with Yehudi Menuhin, wlıo 
was conducting that evening, and 
his wife. “Lady Menuhin looked at 
me and sald: You must be the pic- 
colo player.” 

And so it turns out thal the only 
person İn the sample io have 
promptec! someone to guess cor- 
rectly which instrument they play is 


Greenwich dream time 


: evole,. Oasis ehlê ossified 
4 : ا‎ yielding Mir Creakle | POP Witlı horrilying speed. e 
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unscripted outbursts playing Hamlet in New York, he solemn, silent audience of the je just as off-putting. 


: ٠ : 8 body 
1 aÇ sh, . can ,you,. when, your ' directions as if to make sure nol 
1 : OfBebt: lid I find? A full house; a prepared to treat il as ictatian . 
Yy invention. Before tion of The Importance : lively k Fla: 


began the “To be or not to be” 
NNOVEMBER, during the golil in G heariı 
/ matlinée performance of her thal 1 


hr 3 ick them iİn'a pigeonhole. 
: : ickiy silenced ` hair's falling out?" , ... , ..| can stick e 
production by Matthew Fran- : melodrama were qu E 1 8 talking about |: Some of the new stuff sounde 
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maker ahockeci both cast and Dar E cC he wes going on onstage. But if they | audiences and performers ' eyen Francis, who 
audience when she suddenly 


: the mechanistic view of living things | learned the hard way اا ر‎ a ا کا‎ E 
didn’t like it, they would think that itis increasingly diffleu the adaptation, can cram everything : 1 of lere Bad 
Forum Theatre, Wythenahawe, 1 
steppecdl orıt of character to berate 


. Farr ingeniously completing a. seg 
nathing of staging a arall riot. gauge approprlate bebavlour' into three hours, Certain characters 
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his England 
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Ray Monk was forced to decile that Sepe a KRG 
TT | ber 2 should be followed Sim. | Walter Benjamin: A Blog ٣ 
Questioning the Millennium by tre 


OHN BETJEMAN vras one of 
those wonderflly deceptive 
Engtishnren whose self-deprecation 
and amiable buffoonery — though 
genuine enough — told only half 
the story. Unusually accessible in 
terms of both style and subject mat- 
ter, he was the most popular poet 
since Kipling, yet his verse is shot 
through with melancholy, anger 
and a terrible, corrosive fear of 
death, Far from being a kind of holy 
foot adrift on the literary landscape, 
he was a toughminded, hard-work- 


ber 14), and the Russians dj j Momme Brodersen, 
by Stephen Jay Gould accept it until after the all i ٤ leon R Green a ê 
Coming Home: Cape 208pp £12.99 Tsar (which is why the “Ocul; g | Ligere, ed Martina 
An Anthology of Prosa Revolution Is — or was — qy f | Verso, £14) 
by John Betjeman S 2000 approaches, predicts | brated in Navember). The Or ion of 
Edited by Candida Lycett Green A Stephen Jay Gould, “there | dox Church still refuses to accept HE blurb of Verso's edition o 
| Methuen 537pp £20 will be an orgy of millennial 


Sinıilar contrivances to ye Benjamin's One-Way Street is 
books”, inspired by an apocalyptic adopted by Pope Gregory enahleu, right: “No study of modern cultural 
angst that he himself regartls as | lo keep track of the months i' | criticism, and no survey of Conti 
“speculative, boring, auc basically | year, and thus to ımaintain a muex | Î penta philosophy this century, 
silly". Gould is an eminent zoologîsl, | less stable clefinition of when the would be complete without the men- 
whose books on various, uften tan- | months uf one year end ang {he ner tion of Walter Benjamin.” Benjamin 
gential and recherché, aspects of | year begins. But what about kı, | is most often referred to (in Britain 
biology and geology have estab | number 200, how do we arrıez | gt least in a somewhat off-putting, 
lished him as one of the best popu- | that? Well, Gould shows, it is alt tone, as if it were a 
lar science writers of our time. He | fault of Dionysius Exiguus, a &hi: | stood that he was the und 
writes with great wit and humanity, | century monk, who, at the Pos. | ther of what is called Cul 
conveying his inmenıse scholarship behest, introduced the SYS, a: Studies", but that no actual evidence 
with an attractive lightness of touch cording to which years are coun is needed to support it. diff 
and a willingness to strike the ocva- | backwards aud forwards from lh Part of the problem is the 8 
sional personal, even intimate, note 


John Betjeman: A consummate professional PHOTO. JANE BROWN 


during the war, part of which he | not neglectecl. He loved Australia 


spent — enjoyably enough — work- j and Ireland, noting that “the Irish 
ing for the British embassy in 


estimated date of Christ's birth. ly | culty offinding his works in English ا‎ 
are not mad and spooky and vague | with his readers. fortunately, Diunysius made woe: | — although Verso do their bit anı 
ing and highly professional writer | Dublin. His love for England, “so | and dreamy, as some of them would But what is he doing writing 
who krew exactly what he was up | kind and so complicated” — and a 
tO. 


rors: first, he got the date of Chriss * | Fontana publish a selection which 
birth wrong, sn that we are mor f ele ba e o Ae of ك‎ £ 

ject as "the millennium"? He dues compelled lo tıssert thal Christ ek “The he 1 

not, it scarcely needs saying, attach | borıı no later than IBC, and secon i Mechanical Reproduction"; another U S cul tur al 1 mp era Ives 

any importance to the entirely arbi- | he did nul allow a yer zero belwea | problem has been that enja 

trary calentlrical calculation that | IBC and IAD. This later Pusessee | neither le things easy for 

makes midniglıt, December 31,1944 | aus problems lu ınillenarians, sink himself, nor found them made easy 


have us think, but extremely logical 
.. . We are poets, they are realists.” 
Parish churches, Cornish villages, 
Bournemouth's pines and pension- 
ers are celebrated here; so too are 
halfforgotten heroes like Hawker of 
Morwenstowe and Sabine Baring- 


about such an intrinsically daft sul 
corresponding fury at the damage 

being done to it by "witless local 
councillors, people on the look-out 
for building land, electric light com- 
panies, county councils with new 
road scheme, the wrong sort of 


2 : ip "` LISTFATION: STEVEN O BREN 
Literary legende: (from left to right) DeLillo, Mailer, Updike, Bellow, Pynchon anıd Roth 


receding them — writers like 
ا‎ Bret Easton Ellis 
and Tama Janowitz — were unable 
to get sufficient distance from the 


His daughter, Candida Lycett 
Green, reckons that between the 
1930s and the 1950s he reviewed 
more than 3,000 books and 50Û 
films, as well as writing books, es- 
says, radio, talks, architectural 


2 te about, and pro- 
: i hoing power of | culture they wrot 1 
— of a kind that al- | ture, and in the eci lovels which were examples 
the end of one millennium ancl the | it means that, stririly speaking, ow for him. James Wood reflects on a might be proud to | historical events. duced nı 
plauner” — provides Coming Home Gould, author of "Onward Christian beginning of another. Neither is he | shaulrl celebrate cach millengiun His geuore is scattershot, in a way 
polemics and columns for publica- | with its leitmotif. Soldiers”, very interested in speculating on 
tions as varied as Vogue and the He loathed car's, sanitary engi- 


1 1 i hift in | of the very cynicism they were sup 
1 a el gE dly salirising. It is unlikely that 

the state of the American İ haye written. Mason & . ican writing, and prompt a few | posedly salirising. 1 

E ci f û er o o E the past year picaresque novel about the two a ' abservalons. First of all, | novelists will now make 1 Ww to 

ing in thrve naugghts, bul at itset | but which wasn't in the first three | novel over the past y 18th century English surveyors eg i a e hey are unsure of how to 

Tiercu debates on his ques es Of e Cr i CET ESTING the truth that the | who first demarcated slave-owning 1 e abandoned the avant-garde. | proceed. This is clear in the recet 

were hell ùl the entl af bolh e (lhat he was e ad a a bank does not have enough | and free America, is a marvellous | largely 

Ih ancl LYlh centuries, and, owin cant effect on Job prosp« 


€ money for everyone to with- | verbal structure. anguage 1S a r rather, a mild avanl-gart e oster Wal- 
l-gardism o book of essays by David 
¥ ۰ £ 
pressure of logical diehard. and history conspired to mak foi ( ihe bal structure, Its O thi 1d 1 1 


Landon Evening Standard. From 
this vast mound of material she has 
madle a marvellous selection, some 
excavated from yellowing press cut- 
tings while some — the inirocluw- 
tion to his English Parish Churches, 


Adınirers of Summoned By Bells 
will find themselves, at times, revis 
iting okl haunts: the woman who 
dismisses the poet-to-be as “rather 
a common little hoy; or the terrify- 
ing Marlborough ritual of “basket 


the psychological source of the iu1x- 
iety that such arbitrary Iransitions 
seetn lo inspire. No, his interest lies 
in the very arbitrariness of the eal- 
culation, and the confirmation il 


neers and the arterial roarls that 
snakecl out front tliat “vile octopus 
Loudon", trailing hideous villas in 
their wake, yet bicycling through 
the suburbs one evening he was 


i ich on the one hand lhe 
1 is still viable, but an avant- | lace, in wlıic' 1 deyurada- 
1 1 Jloy capable of bending | content is st d ft is | blames almost al cultural deyra: 
1 1 the same day, all the major | flexible a in both modern | gardiam of language and form 

1 : i ` 20th century tli nol offical | things as bad as possible for him, | draw on veli duced | calendrically to take in both moı 

overcome by the “strange beauty" ing", whereby unpopular or at E is 1 E Even if you know iittle or nothing of i O E LY Nt 
the script of Metroland, memories | of the scene, by "a father smoking | unsporting boys were stripped, cov- Î ridiculous: the determination to im- 
of ald friends like Auden and Mau 


his pipe and rolling the lawn; 
mother knitting at the open window; 
the little parade of little shops; the | calling how — to his intense relief 
great outline of the cinema, the new | — he was spared the ordeal in 
bricks pinker than ever in the surr favour of a boy called Pringle, Betje- 
set; the sham Tudor beams; the man's eye for detail, and the pathos 
stained glass in the front doors; the | of possessions, are used to a stun- 
pram in the hall. , ." ning effect He notices Pringle's 

His great passion may have been brown eyes peering through the 
a vanishing England that was being | slats; when the nightmare is over, 
destroyed “for the rather doubtful he steps out of the basket, “carry 
advantage of running hot water in ing his trousers on one arm, and in 
everybody's bedroom and aero- 


his hands a pair of very pointed 
planes for all”, but elsewhere was black shoes", 


worth low, lexi 1 j Jlevîision; and on the other, 
- jt. Writers continue to fit more | Lion on te E 
Benjami i Nor- | jokes and 18th century compl not. V con Ee | E 
1 ا‎ 1 rt e aile ehil: E John Up e American Pastoral is that old | American reality into their bor arc 
in thi 1 ing i mn . 
G OULD'S sympathies in ths trait ofa country tearing itself apar' 


rice Bowra — is rather more famil- 
iar. Almost’ everything he wrote 
combined a passionate delight in 
people and places with a sense of 
their sad impermanence. Betjeman 
himself remained in part the amall 
boy who had been bullied at school, 
all too aware of “the dark corner in 
the locker room, the yard at the 
back of the coal shed”. 

“I is something really terrible, 
this longing we get for England 
when we are away,” Betjeman wrote 


ered iıı paint or ink and hauled aloft 


pose a neat order upon the messy 
in a giant wastepaper basket, Re- 


realities of nature and then to attach 
to that artificially neat order an en- 
tirely spurious significance. 

To take tlıe messy realitles first: 
the Earth spins on its axis, the 
moon revolves around the Earth 
and the Earth around the sun. Noth- 
ing messy there, you might think, 
except that God (whom Galileo, Sir 
James Jeans and many others have 
supposed to be a mathematician) 
has, in His infinite wisdom, refused 


: 2 bbish about television. 
, the novel as mela- j that realily uhanges; but they are | sno worrying element of the ilet 
leb ih popular | dîke, Thomas, Tyme E pelea niselle, resllessly demand- | not ec aed not ir est! in American culture is a new in- 
n 1 2 ٣ 1 opi Finding the Key: Selected Delillo. And, in fact, 0 has been | ing that its characters be brouglt to the limits orm. E This can | sularity and "presenlisnm’. The 
ion The mew millenia he ij) | Writings of Alexander Goehr not have enough 0 the bar of spirilual judgment, It is with 0 recenl books of | younger American writers often 0 
lappy (0 accept, will begin oa Jun); e LO O E dismissed | also about America in tle e: Lilo anl Pynchon (Mason & | Httle sign of being E Fynelon, 
ary 1, 2000, andl, If this means hall” 1 willy, Bellows book The Actual | and what that period has be- ا‎ is by a long way his mosL | liternlure bere اا‎ 
the firat decade A ie N a E i have . a mere ricochet a ys oe O the epic reach and crowd pleselng ا ا‎ 0 a not Melville 
e a e i 1 who has hilt many targe chon and Delilo, and | ble), anı e nove: James. American culture is al 
enced by tlie affections of his s0 jeri of Goehr, which la a pity. jt readers anxiously for- Û vigour of Pyncho! influence. وی‎ 1 irivial ancl 
wlıo, he rovenls at the end of the he ls one of our best living ie a 0 slightness. Norman | the comparative d E The formal question Instead be- Û ways a 
book, is one of those ا‎ E ا‎ a tel Mailer's The Gospel E 8 e اا و‎ to | comes what the American writer | has the paro 
people, who, though classified in such a way | The Son, a fictional autobiograp! 
aulistic, possess the talent of calor gently about music in su 


itt events a | lating the (lay of the week on whkh that non-musicians can have a clue | of Christ, was an absurd novel, a claim that the old generation is | writes about, not how. The obvious which never needs to be translated: 
o make any one of these ts : : e 1 : 

melical multiple of | any date are 3 0 1 e ا‎ washed 4 In 0 New York Ob. answer le: American culture, which | itis a universal language. 

: ۲ 1 multipl lat 1 Sl calculations what is going on, and Goehr | stunt written in a strange, ۳ P. 


the other. The ınoon, for example, 


The older generation of “narcls- 
does not take 30 days to circle the 


r, the cril » | has a shallow avant-gardism of its 
bew: oof isone such. doned version of The King James | server, the critic Sven Birkerts ar 8 1 E 1 : ل‎ 
ilderingly complicated; not 1 sists" that they be, confronte! 


f — Roth, | own. American fiction is no longer 
1 tle € pieces acknowledge and ik | Bible, as if some rival monarch had | gued that the old men 
do they have to wrestle with the a These 


The hau nting season worships at the shrine of haute cou- 


insularity by taking 
el the comedy of character, as it | American sions of the self, 
1 aile, Updike, Bellow — were nar- | about nd Roth, It is about in the expansions 
. ken Into the text and stolen its | Mailer, hread of self. had | was in Bellow aı cross national baund- 
ture, finds golden hair growing | Earth, but 29.53059; sirullarly, the Î bitrariness of the Gregorian caler linate many of the bles e i It will be remembered for rg ker over the years and Î the comedy of culture ~~ the ollec. le id culturally partlcu- 
from her ears lke sheaves of wheat. | Earth takes not 365 days to go | dar, they also have to deal with it | 1 modern E Society | Mailer's extraordinary boast at the | been u sed Up. : we have col lar. Thus Roth American 
Fiona Maddooka and emotion compared with her öwn Only when she renounces the world | round the sun, but 365.242199, Î additional piece of huınan absurd, 0 ME ا‎ in the j time of publication, that “Tm one ا‎ e a nove US fiction ls no longer tively got E playground of the ego has influ- 
misery. Their encounter is | for a convent does she find a cure. Î “Whata bummer," Gould remarks. | the seven-day week, a division tl | I: ". . . the cal content: | the 50 or 100 novelists in the world ¢ ne 8 this ar : es dividual | enced Milan Kundera's ‘central 
2 a the Midnight: largely unacknowledged beyond a | These are stories that haunt long And so it has proved for anyone | has no basiş in nature whatever. pl disap- | who could rewrite the New Testa- | iets, are erle about the c omedy of ov in Europesn playground of the ego. 
1 Gs and Grolesques brief word and aile, At King’s Cross | beyond the words on he page. who likes to belleve that a day is a | Gould is understandably f nd I am afraid that very |ıment. . ı ‘ ‘Pilerd, Interested 32° Fels In turn | American culturé, by contras, la 
4 la ardam ا‎ the girl's family wait loyally at the | The same cannot be sald of an- | day, a month 2 month and a year a | nated by this peculiar talent, andi | , i a is a eortof per. | ' Ofcourse, Jesus warned us bout I history, in plots haracter. It is about r; : back an | too univereal to be particular, while 
Clalr-Stevenson 144pp £10 barrier ready to welcome her back in | other nocturnal çollection,” Peter | year. Keeping track of days, months | book ends with a moving-declare | : sonality cult, centred onthe flam-. | false prophets, Finally; John. Up- Hd Hi ranan; © e : a Toned | American Interegt in American cul- 
Teles ol the Night he o her secape arte, WIR Heee Tales OF The Nght rst and years (and, therefore, course tion of hls pride in hls 1 Hoye I high arts of) dike's Toward The End Of Time, 0 
by Peter Haeg a fine ear, am | published in Denmark in 1990, millennla) isn't that simple, and | And sud lenly one realises 
transleted by Barbara Haveland playa out the dull rhythms of the | the storles are set on March 19, 1929, Î Gould provides an entertaining and 
London-bound train and the narra- 
Harvll 308pp £1 4.93 


1 critics have of culture °. one | ture is too particular to be universal, 
: the much uinely challeng- | sour, misogynistic and automatic, اا‎ noting the Somedy ا‎ ; a by Henry «Can one imagine any European 
subject of millennial obsession am. | ا‎ personslities.” | suggests nothing so much as a cele- Î agreed, r : : ا‎ Ilip Î writer belng influenced by DeLlllo's 
calendrical calculation و‎ Bin € pk ° | brated aphorism by 1 ا ا‎ a NÎorrison and Russell Jes, tad o re DO wholly American paranoia, by Toni 
him. E o male ie O ~~ ا اا‎ have | Banks are publishing e ا‎ to American realîty. In 1960, | Morrison's excavations of American 
son has hit 08 chronology ane ae a o Butterlokk Something to say.” Tt is not enough. | episodes İn. American 

key to the order of things. Gould r : 


the Each has a theme such aş Physics, | enlightening account of the heroic 

tors own earthrbound, imprisoned Î mathematics, art, drama. All exam” | attempts of the past to prevent the 

spirit to thelr inevitable conclusion. ine an aspect of love — its violence, | calendar from running away with it 
The title story belongs to a group power of redemption, desire to pos- Î self, 

of five "Carols", all loosely linked by Î sess. The book reads as lf Hoeg had 

season. “The Zoo at Christmas" 


erected an elaborate cloth: 1 
takes Thomas Hardy’s "The Oxen" pe a 


PB LDERING ancient English 
folklore and modern manners 
for her subject matter Jane Gardam 
has fashioned a dozen sturdy stories 


Julius Caesar introduced the sya- 


8 
٤ American Î shame, or by Foster Wallace 

1 i about | Roth said, essentially, that for | densely allusive postmodern world? 
1 «to write in English; he | (Banke's 800-page novel - | reality is too much ‘like fletion Hl cul 
tem of counting one year in four as a Î flects that his son shares with iverelty تا اا‎ n Pave something o say beyond | Jo 8 e WE 0 the noveliet to compete with it. And Î American culture is now wo 

and pegged his stories to it willy- “leap year”, whose extra day took | us the desire to order the evehls 95( the annual edition of his sexual ob- | tially 1 2 

with surprisingly dark souls. Subti- | asa starting point, giving the power nilly. The sententiousneas maddens. care of the pesky 0.25 of a day that 

ted “Hauntings and Grotesques”, Î of speech to a zooful of creatures, 

they trespass on a world of menace 


the world so as to make it just 


Heeg's characters are unpleasant little bit less perplexing. 


but not worse, unless you consider 
dullness a crime. In “Portrait of the 


Talking animals are an acquired 
taste. Aristophanes and George Or- 
well pulled it otf, Babe and Beatrix 


3 ` compete. | ture buk, to put it mildly, the reat.of 
E E e 2 the world is not.a3 ned 1 
ا‎ that the. novelist should | American culture as America la; be- 


was added to every multiple of 365 
days that we call a year. But this did 
not solve the problem, since the 


The problem with this argument 
i8, drst. that it ignores Philip Roth,. 
who iş clearlyin his artistic prime 


and shadow with all the brio of aram 
bler trampîng an overgrown foot 
path. Short, stocky sentences march 


HERE are times when Olson | sessions. i 
i k Î ı These three books sugge' ٠ 
ipl, anid there ae ا‎ Bellow is old and distinguished; that 


that’ he İs also interested. in the . 
can self, while ' DeLillo and 
100,000 titles avallable: n 3 E o 


notable that the best passages of 
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if di it. Infinite 
5 he earnest docu- | cause it did notıproduce i 
gul : jays had a vivid in- | swerve awey frorı ti E 8t came with its own footnotes, If 
To order any of the books e he can look like Kipling him- Î Maller is و‎ a 1 ا ا‎ et reallty; it is jûst r | he sell American ers al to fd e ay 
9 . 3 o an 

Potter didnt do badly. Gardam is | pulniar Ra pi go gimed young | even OA ۸۹ i hece bi lens bluster, mad |’ and Haat U e e 2 

: ahead of the languid poeticisnıs usu- 3omewhere between the two, but | mined by his modest girlfrlend who, in hla poetry than in اٗ‎ 
ally preferred for tales of the ıınex- finally misses her footing. 


meant that the calendar kept, slowly 
but surely, accumulating extra days 
— seven İn every 1,000, To solve 
this problem, Pope Grégoty XIII de- 


pected, Never is a word wasterl. 

In “Missing the Midnight", the 
opening story which gives the book 
its title, a sullen 20year-old is on the 


2 when they return to her childhood 

The second group, entitled "Five home and the old ways she knows, 
Grotesqttes", are morality tales with blossonıs at his expense, The props 
f twist of old-fashioned magic real- 


eresing 1 hip 
ing Ameri- |j .out of their agonistic relations! 1 
0 الا ی ایا‎ embedded in | with American reality, in 10 ا‎ 
history. In both Underworld .and | time such a book will have to a 
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magnı shadow of: the atomic bomb, 
Poema, hb 0 ا‎ ite ‘Inakes .good ‘on the 
i etn E ibê ambition that propels it. It is a 
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A Private 
Nirvana 


dlevoted to the narrator's father’s fu- 
neral, It is a masterful portrait of the 
sort of smalktown world that nıany 
of us Americans believe we grew up 
in, or would have likecl to. 

Some of Keillor's memories are 
as fond as any Rockwell magazine 
cover; sometimes a pervasive souı- 
ness shows through. "Talk radio is 
part of the tide of dreariness slop- 
ping across America. Franchise ar- 
chitecture, generic shopping naalls, 
popular music as ugly ancl empty as 
it's possible to be, and talk radio ...” 

We are charmed by his Wobego- 
nians, but we also are iııviled to 
snicker at them and their hayseed 
ways. “Mildred had livetl in Argen- 
lina for 30 years. She missed 
Minnesota, accortcling to Ray, missed 
birch trees, snow, hydrangeas. Sle 
subscribed {o Reader's Digest and 
ordered Jell-O and tapioca pudding 
and Kraft macaroni and cheese dli 
ners from a wholesale grocer in 
Texas." 

Is that fond, or is it deadly? I sus’ 
pect that the author has similar 
ambivalences about his own small 
town childhood. You could write a 
book about his references, spoken 
and written, throughout his career, 
to Jell-O alone. It's one of his leitmo- 
tifs. It seems to represent sonle- 
thing about America or possibly lile 
itself, ridiculous but dear. Well, [ 
don't want to land too heavily on 
this wonderfully readable tale. I 
read it nonstop, soaking up the Lake 
Wobegon stories, anil in the pages 
clevuted lû lhe father’s death ancl ful 
neral I think Keillor has risen ta a 
height that he achieves only rarely. 
Like Thornton Wilder, he appears 
to ramble on for pages about this 
and that, entertaining us but nol 
moving us, and then sucldeuly. al 
the very end, he pulls everything lo- 
gether anl gives meaning al 
brightness to all that has gone be- 
fore. 


Mike Musgrove 


PINK 
By Gus Van Sant 
Doubleday. 260 pp. $21.95 


HE GHOSTS of River Phoenix 
and Kurt Cobain drift through 
director Gus Van Sant's firat novel, a 
low-key, quasi-science fiction mecli- 
tation on death that is illustrated 
with original sketches by the au- 
thor. They aren't iclentified by 
name, bul there's no mistakiig 23- 
yeamld Felix Arroyo, who (lies 
from a drug overdose after collaps- 
ing in front of a club before the ac- 
tion of lhe novel begins, for anyone 
but River Phoenix, one of the stars 
of Van Sant's 1991 film My Own Pri- 
vate Idaha. And there's no mistak- 
ing Blake, a famous-too-fast ruck 
star wlıo loses his passion and kills 
himself, [or anyone but Kurt 
Cobain. 

Spunky Davis is a middle-age 
director of infomercials who lives in 
Sasquatch, Oregon, and feels de- 
tached from the world. He divides lis 
time between working ûn a strtı2l- 
play that he hopes will bring hiın 
the fame and fortune he eserves, 
and brouding over the late Felix Ar- 
royo, wito hal been a close frien as 
well as ane of Lhe hotest stars of his 
halfhour-long commerciiis. 

One flay, Spunky's path Crassus 
Uıat of a myslerious duv: a yuunk 
filn-school student named Jack, hv 
spitting inage of Felix (wlio always 
wanted to be ù filmmaker), anıl his 
hard4lrinking friend Mal, who 
Lurns out lO MilVC AN UNCANNY FLAP 
blance to, yes, the dcacl rock stir 
Blake. Jack and Malt are strangely , 
reluclant to revenl cir last nants 
or where they live. When lhey're 
not sitting arounel talking aboul 
movies they want to make, they 
tencl to diaappear lor’ clays on eld. 

These two aren't your usual, rurı- 
oFlhe-nill slackers. Theyre slack- 
ers who are able 1o travel througglı 
lime and space by enveloping then- ' 
selves in a dimension called Pink, 
Why pink? Perlıaps because, as 1h 
Matt/Blake/Cobain character puls 
It, “Pink is a color that marks {he 
highest degree of awesomeness or 
perfection." Or because pink ia thé 
color “in utero," which ie a refer-! ' , 
ence to an albunı by Nirvana, the ! i; 
real Cobain's band. 3 

Van Sant shares the story of Jack ' 
and Matt orıly in tiny, unsatisfying; . - 
scraps, but it all has something to' : ؛‎ 
do with a realization that young 
Felix had before he allegedly died. ' : 
What Felix figured out was that "the ; , 
aliens are really us.” It turns out that 1’, 
there is a more highly evolved race ; 
of human "aliens" that lives all 
around us. on this planet, a race that: 
exists in a dimension where there if 


now, and we would have had to 
imagine the seamed and shadowy 
faces lur ourselves. Time and again 
in Wobegon Boy we meet charac- 
ters we know lhrough the tapes — 
notably Lena and Bruno the lishing 
Dog, the stars of ıny alHiınc favorite 
Wobegon yarn — and for me at 
least the sparkle has gone out of 
them when I see Ihem fixed on the 
page. But there is still a lot of life in 
ihis book. We gel a string of Wobt- 
gun anevdaies in Keillor's trade- 
ınark rambling slyle, full of verbal 
foalnoles and parentheses. ln facl 
the entire second half of the book is 


Pabst lantern and a miniature 
Schmidt's beer wagon pulled by six 
white horses and a Wendy's liglıt- 
house with a circling beam that re- 
flected in the brass trim. Men 
leaned on their elbows, their faces 
seamed and slıaduwy. Clint Bunsen 
and Carl Krebsbach sat together, 
leaning against tlıe bar, their hecls 
hooked on the barstool rungs." 

A straight descriptive passage: 
Keillor fans know the Bunsens and 
Krebsbaclıs, and the scene itself is 
classic Americana. But if the story 
were being toll to us orally, we 
would have gotten to the action by 


films it exporls annually. Many of 
the major players in ie Hong Kong 
film community, i seems, are ac- 
complished hoodlums as well as 
producers, 

In the thircl portion of the book, 
Barry Long, a former manager of 
Kiın's Video, an underground store 
in Greenwich Village, provides con- 
cise, knowing and often deliberately 
ludicrous synopses of some 300 of 
the best and often oddest of Hong 
Kong's celluloid offerings, An exam- 
ple is Long's synopsis of Naked 
Killer: 

"A young woman named Kitty 
kills her father's ınurderer, making 
a favorable impression on Sister 
Cindy, a professional hitwoman, 
who adopts her as a pupil. ‘Kitty 
finds herself the object of desire of a 
traumatized cop who throws up at 
the sight of a gun, and Sister 
Cindy's expupil, a lesbian assassin 
with a contract on her former mene 
tor.” ٤ 

Though Long's notes are enlight- 
ening and qüuite fun to read, another 
book, Sex And Zen & A Bullet In 
The Head by Steffan Hammond and 
` Mike Wilkins, which limits its focus ` 
` to short blurbs of Hong Kong titles, 
may be of greater se to ‘readers 
` geeking an introductory guide to 
what is available on video: 


ticles have also appeared in Vanity 
Fair ancl the New York Times, has 
wrilten a timely, ambitious aud well 
researched book. Filled will facts, 
anectlotes, interviews, synopses 
and crilicisn, Hong Kong Babylon 
serves, for the uninitiated, a8 a wolı- 
derful introrluction to the genre. 
And for die-hard enthusiasls it pro- 
vides a depth of detail rarely seen in 
other, similar books that seek sim- 
ply to explicate and glorify the “gals, 
guns, and gangsters" aesthetic. 

The opening section, an ex- 
panded verslon of an article Dannen 
wrote for the New Yorker in 1995, 
serves as the meat of the book. Dan- 
nen exhibits patience and insight as 
he details the history of Hong Kong 
cinema, a history he views through 
a crosscultural lens, It seems Holly- 
wood and Hong Kong go way back: 
The first Hong Kong feature film 
was financed with American money; 
its first major star, Bruce Lee, was 
born İn Sari Francisco; and many of 
its more prominent films are un- 
abashed “adaptations” of American 
films. The current, in-vogue aes- 
thetic — dark and violent — draws 
many of its elements from Amerlcan 
film noir and’ gangster pictures of 

the ‘50s. It becomes plain to the 
reader that the current Hong Kong 
invasion is predicated orı a rich, past 


John Woo: His films have taken 
Hollywood by storm 


at this point. Dantıeu, Long and the 
stars of the cinema itself have previ- 
ously explained: nearly every anec- 
dote, story line and production 
horror störy, and when those pieces 
of informatijpn are recycled and 
placed in the context of theoretical 
‘ahalysis, they simply fal flal. 

“` The truth iş’ that while Hong 
Kong Cinema may lend itself to lofty 
thoughts of postmodern decon- 
struction and analysis of complex 
mörality İi a ciriema of violence, the 
book would have. been better off 
Keeping its footing ght and leaving 
the ‘heavy theoriziig to Film Come 
‘menL It is also’ unfortunaté that 


the next level, but most people, o 
course, aren't able to see or under’ 
stand. 4 
Unfortunately, Van Sant doesn" [1: 
use Pink to explain Pink to thd 
masses; the novel's science-fictio: 
aspect is never fleshed out enoug! 
to seem anything more. substan 
than idle ` wishful thinking. Wha] 


crosscultural mingling. "` The fiil segment; in which: 12 | Dannén completed this book before i very little the reader actually sees ¢ 

` .Dannen also provides the reader | major film théorists and critics — Hong Kong's' reunification with | Pink is virtually ihdistinguishabl! j +. 

with the requisite context in' which Î among them Dave Kelır, Andy Klein | China. He touches briefly on the re- | from the dimension previously’ irl ' 

to place these films. His detailed ex- Î and Law Kar muse on the relative Î uniflcation and, particularly in the Î habited by Kurt : 

aminatlon of the triads (Hong Kong Î merits'of Hong Kong' films; exposeğ ‘interviews, the profound ramifica- Û Tralfamadorians. Not that there| . 


anything parlicularly. wrong wit 
that, but it's so distracting that on! 
almost ' expects’ BIllly ' Pilgrim f 
come bobbing along at any mome 


"tlons it is suretê have on the fll in- 
dustry, but the topic receives 
merely a cursory examination and 
oie is left wanting more. 


the. book's primary we: . Un- 
fortunately; this portion of the book 
lacks focis, aid moat ûf what the 
critics have to offer feels rehashed 


mafilos) and their inflüence ûn the 
film industry sheds much light on a 
studio system thatis second only tö 
the United States in the number of 


Alive and Kicking in Hong Kong 


Michael Kernan 


WOBEGON BOY 
By Garrison Keillor 
Viking. 305 pp. $24.95 


NE WANTS to call Garrison 
Keillor the Norman Rockwell 
of writers, but his work has 
shadows and depths that Rockwell 
would never dream of. In the front of 
his new novel, Wobegon Boy, along 
with the list of lis seven books 
comes a bogus lisl of projects: “Al- 
ternative Geography,” "Problems in 
Modern Life" and so on, and some- 
thing called “Snow Gently Drifting 
in the Hemlock Bushes and on the 
LP Gas Tanks." This last is vintage 
Keillor: at once celebrating nostalgia 
and hooting at it. 

In Wobegon Boy, Keillor re- 
counis a life familiar to his raclio lis- 
teners, as in the persona of John 
Tollefson he escapes Minnesota 
only to wind up running a public 
radio station in upstate New York. 
He falls in love with a city woman 
but feels rootless and unfulfilled in 
his yuppie bachelor existence. And 
then he returns to Lake Wobegon, 
and the book takes wing, 

Now, I am probably in a minority 
here, for though I can't get enough 
of the Keillor stories on tape, Î find 
his wrilten version of the same ma- 
terial much less effective. Il may 
have to do with missing that attrac- 
tive, seductive, homeboy voice wilh 
its slight Minnesota accent. It nıay 
be that the written language is more 
formal. Here's his description of the 
Wobegon watering hole: “1 looked 
down along the bar of the Sidcirack 
Tap, the dark oak scratchecl ane 
gouged, the sky-blııe Hamm's globe 
revolving over the backbar, ancl the 


Pater McCarthy 


HONG KONG BABYLON 
Aninsider's Guide to the 
Holywood of the East 
ByFraderic Dannen and Barry Long 
Miramax/Hyperion, 412 pp. $18.95 


MERICAN audiences can'l gel 
enough Hong Koug cinema. 
True, The Bride With White Hair 
may nol be coming to a thealer near 
You any time soon, anl Sex Ancl Zen 
tan be difficult to find at the local 
Blockbuster, but the Hong Kong in- 
fluence is being felt in Hollywood, 
and indeed the world, Directors 
such as John Woo (Broken Arrow, 
Face/Off and stars such as Jackie 
Chan (Rumble In The Bronx, Super- 
cop} have taken America by storm, 
Playing major roles in many of the 
studios’ highest grossing films. 

And while the Hong Kong influ- 
ence is most readily identified in 
thrillers, it is not limited to that 
genre. Quentin Tarantino chose 
Wong Kar-Wal's Chung King Ex 
Press, a deliberately paced, medita- 
tive, Godardian film for American 

by his production company. 

In November New York's Film 
Forum, generally regarded as an 
“art house theater,” held its annual 
Hong Kong Film Festival under the 
apt title “A Cinema in Transition." 

€, it seems, is smitten with 

Hong Kong style, though few 
are aware of the country’s rich and 
Yatied cinematic history. - . 
Kong Babylon should go a 

long way toward correcting this slf- 
uation. Frederic Dannen, ‘a staff 
iter for the New Yorker whosê ar- 
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~î Review: Books of the year 


Stars eager to set 
the record straight 


John Dugdale 
ا‎ 
Pies tm five years ago, 
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Nasser Hussain and Steve Waugh 
as co-authors. Lawrence Dallaglio's 
Diary of a Seagon (Virgin, £16.99) 
0 the interest of being 
ublished just before 
Belan 0 he was made 
. Richard Williams's Racers 
Picture) was anı insightful, E 
written hybrid diary. But otherwise 
the year was short on classy liveg of 
stillkactive sportsmen, although it 
boasted fine pnrtraits of past heroes 
in Roberl Low's WG. (see review) 
0 Ik rey Golden Boy: A 
ography of 
1 y of Wilf Mannion (see 
Best of the mass-market 1 
apologies was Kevin Re 
Autobiography (Little, Brown, 
E1599), in which the strange ab 
sence of selfcuriosity, and the inabil- 
ity „o perceive how loopy sone 
decisions lust appear to others — 
spending lx years mid-career golf 
ing in Spain, say, or trying to win tle 
Premiership without a defence — 


Nick Harnby’s Fever Pitch 
has beer given credit for any 
number of spin-off effects, from the 
craze for foreign managers to the 
deblokeifîcation of homo Britannî- 
cus, Within its owıı field, the book's 
impact is lass debatable: greater ac- 
ceplance of "literary" sporiswriting; 
ا‎ a E jwırnalists; 
4 isal 1 
Rare on of tle cliary 
n 1997, the ripple-effect of Fever 
Pitch slowed no sign of wanirug, 8 
the (liary again provedl the most 
flexible form of story-telling. For 
mer Middlesex cricketer Simon 
Hughes's slartlingly candid A Lot 
of Hard Yakka {see review), was a 
deserving winner ol the Willian Hill 
E Book of the Year award. 

So inventive were 1 
Happs's We're Right Behind 
Cnptainl (Robson, £17.95), counter 
pointing the course of the Ashes se. 


Richard Williams's Racers (Viking, 


Pat Symonds. The book is based 


tes on the person 
the pollical mı i 


on Daı ik 
anoeuvringê in the Formula One BN 0 ıship-winni 


٠ ٤ dually ber 2 ~~ cogently arguing, for exampl 9 

ries against his own experiences 15 | une compelling. So lar, is PE: Th 

Cin ota lali ap i | i Ah heen | pened CoE 0 | A@S@ sporting lives 

andl Lawrence Donegan's Four | bı and double Eurcpean font- | fit f 7U WoL CS eC 

n in the Soul (Wiking BN E a wuuld seem to be final, the 10 World Cup quarter. Graham Dawe | A 

chroniclinyg a year as eadlie on ihe oll iı the sales war to the 360. 1 e ll hee warm dı erick 

E ar as n the Î page afterdinner < ( One effort guaranlced to be Rugby's New-Anê Taya, | ea tale ak 
a br eireuit. ie 0 speech Ihat is | often chucked avross 1 ا‎ gy s Nlew-Age Travelers | a I Robert Low parle 
, Aonusicle these fish spn |r tol Diugraphy | in irritation — a N 2Y Sluart Barnas 1 : with st imlelligen. 
e sport's basement, the arth r 1 jy Ehlon, £17.40, ils author's "be et joa N ES 1 E 

i Bi . 0. - 1al 1997 eam betel is a sued | 1 "St over" jd ٤ —— 
tis big-name, hack-glosted Sols iê of e E ire designer 1i hie i Ly 7 1! PaulAllot1 

ودا 1¥ . 


Irudge through 4 year 1 

û year or series 
looks played oul, as Aahes Sunn. 
mer (Collins Willow, ر±14.93‎ 
seemed to recognise by pairing Up 


Fs beuk gues ilo tl 
Feel prollenis oll tlc 
: iw peh | 
dul (lke warl] #RnMe As & whol’ ın iı 
er dedicated to Ihe Rusby Fout- 
ball Union. Barns CONITDLNS unt Ile 


about | 7 
Aan Luc rile 
Tn ph ati lrtreit. 
ALANY Creche 


Kuatinrs Sporting Û 

1 1s: E Century tKalb 
Sun, Slo; while the biok 1 
likely u induce bliss is John 
Updike’s wonderiul Golf Dreams 


Nick Hancouk's What 


Didn’t Hap- 
pen Next {Clamelean, EIN, 
which applies the technîieues ai 
counterfactual" history tu football 


{Hamish Hami 1: : in 
Cryptic Cross tilton. #1399), a ol Five Nations eluitipi: 1h " n Lh : 
Shi ancl life in general, Her evn | 77 ا‎ 
1 WOrd by Araucaria : sıde) (7) e aver ihe day John Major let | O SIFNIe Ll ili 
TLFTET 3 Dısplayıng @ccentricity brings 0 which is surprising for i Hin sliiury ol Ile 0 
8 crilrcrsm ont your hea, ۳ who alwiy's weirs n biut lie. کک‎ 1 n aE 
0 : ' ûl Cenilıly citkel Maj , 
4 e in opposing PatNevin ıı like the worst ssi e 
5 ¢ Clogical phenomerıa (9) Irul a bunk that would interest 
8 Reis 1 case (5) 2 0 in tha Grave; “| yone but (he avil eriekel fin. Yel 
nt not wanted Ew from the Bo Simon Hughes hirs 
7 ااا‎ (6-3) of the Football Si cupsulale Mis life ii re 
e en at home with much of by Garry Nelson cintling nemınl in A Lol Of Hard 
8 Velled eal Plum by Collins Willow £14.99 a or the trninilinlecl, “yakke” 
1 n I8 Aussic-speak lor work. 
Sheffield Wednesday AVING already gi Hughes was n talenled cricketer, 
14 dulce ied Ch bestselling | Loli or E | who played for Micldlesex and | : 
. 2 1 out Forwr : 1 
blue (9) E 2 out his playing career, Gary Rel i 18 ee Hl ا‎ 
16 Variety of total raised by one mada i Siep Into management Î wrote a comical, regular weet 
church 100 percent (5 4) 1 € for an obvious and inevitable | column iıı the Inde n lar : 
17 See little Bil, the fool, at church wun. Those who enjoyed the | Obviously ihe ouaahem stood | | 
6 service (3,4) OIE work will not be disap- | him in Î GS E i i 1 
arvice (3,4 for the bo : 
a ne and money for 0 book attempts to give an in. o | 1 al] Sual of: dressing | : 
5 slde view of the - anter, the responsibilities 
ts Scotsman a fll ©) | professional foolball and ni Cag | "û more oflen than not the re 


21 Bob has Ittla mon 
in general (7) Yr poole 


sponsibility of the county player. : 
0 oddly, to do crosswords 


agement. With his appoiı 

„assistant manager E 

el. who finished 92nd out of 92 
¢ Previous year, Garry vividly | Golden Boy 


brings to life all th 
E a fears, traumas ا‎ of WI Mannion 


Tom Finney 


24 Anumber of places 
19,22...s 8 


ignals of value to Bll (10) 


1 Dealin cars ete. .. (7) 23 Goss to law about cricket club's along in the gap a î , Struggling 
5 ... most of which — say endless legal play, achieving Last wek’ solution E game's foothills. Aurum Press £14.95 
nothing! — are fashy (7) 5 Papur victory (6,3) David Foot 
9 o ebeu 2 CoG bang | O RODE EP lele bor aa we Ty 
.G. : my old friend England irr 
i0 Corporation, as they say, ِ jln makes snake like creature by Robart Low side-forward i "certain 
necessary for survival (4,3) (7) : Richard Cohen Books £18.99 brings all the memories flooding: 


27 Ratio to end indefinitely 43) - back. It isimmensely readable, ca 


11 Troglodytes, a spinner and an 
turing all Wilf's great triumphs and 


architect (5-4) 28 Hidden state of two numbers in 


HE 
2,13 Novelist and computer man song (7) BILE Tooele dom — tis subsequent ups and downs. AS 
| | gain access to mansion (5-5) Bm graphy, the beat and most e IO. | well as conjuring up a vivid recoller 
¦! | |5 Weights desideratad in on ıensive yet, upbralds those who ihe long for us old-timers of a certain 


generation, the‘book will also be 4 
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revealing eye-opener for all moder |: 
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Could you manage an MBA? 


The University of Ulster is one of the UK's largest arl nıust 

popular uni veraities, with avrr 20,000 4 

48 ılifferenl countries sludying with ua. We offer mare 

than 300 internationally recugıîsedl Diplomas, Bachelors, 

Masters and Poeloral progrninnjeas. 

"I'he Ulster Busines Sclıool, one of the eiglıt Faculties of the 

University, offers a high qunlity MBA programme whivch 

will: 

e Develop your knowledge uf nodern management theory 
and practice 

» Enhance your career opporiunilies. 


Benafits af tho UU general MBA tinclnle: 
* [marnational for ıcurjıornt 
a reniflential in Belgiunı (Irish In 1 
and anı opional 2 week Summer School in 


te ut lruvenl 


le core modules, 


particular iı la yuu in mere clepllt, e. 


Financial Topics 


UTILS 
İi tudy 
I-tint 


September 17 
gE rtober L9, 


: parl-1 
e Taught by u barge Fucus wah widr traching ul renrrh 


Advancing Knamledge tfhrongh Touching. 
Learniru and Research 


PLANNING THE NEW Y LAR? 
What sort of person are POH? 
e |think | probabiy would enjoy writing. 
e I'm sure | could write if 1 had time. 
e J'Il try and write something next year. 
„ Next year /'m going to be published! 

` ' Forafree prospectus contact: 


1 
1.ONDON SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM 1 
| 


GW, 22 Upbrook Mews, London W2 3H6 
ع‎ Fax: +44 171 706 3780 


cd} 


WORLDWIDE 


Gv ournalisN con 


moni: (O) 110 3 
:441 {0) 110 9 


OR TULL DETANM 
ARHONT UFLAY a, 


Trinity College Cartiflcaie (4-week full-time) for those with 
no e of teaching English. Trinity College Diploma 
`{alstance-learning) for axperlenced teachers. 


` Also, courses of English for forelgn students. 


For more deta 
UK ++44 171 734 JUN 
e-mail oxhcî 
OXFORD HOL 


FORESTRY AND CONSERVATION 
INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS 


LTS International Ltd is a consultancy and project management company 
specialising in forest sector development. We have three main areas of focus: 
community forestry, production forestry and conservation. We are committed 
to providing high quality consultancy inputs which contribute to the 
environmental, economic und social sustainability of the world's forests. Our 
clients include multilaleral and bilateral donor agencies, development banks. 
private companies and national governnıents. We operate mainly in Eastern 
Europe, FSU, Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, the Indian Sub-Continent 
and South East Asia. 


We are now seeking consultants for two long term projects in the forest 
sector in South East Asia. We are looking for consultants with a minimum of 
10 years professional experience, including work on development projects, 
in the Fields of natural forest management, forest economics, remote sensing. 
GIS/MIS, fire protection, rural development, forest training and EC project 
administration. 


To meet anticipated demand with public and private sector clients in 1998 we 
also wish to hear from consultants with experience in the specialisitions 
above and from those with skills in environmental impact assessment, forest 
certification, protected area planning and management. watershed 
management, land use planning and project management. 


If interested in long or short term assignınents, 
please send your CV to: 


James Aitken, LTS Imernational Ltd, Pentlands 
Science Park, Bush Loan, Penicuik, Nr 
Edinburgh, EH26 OPH, UK, Tel: +44 131 440 
5500, Fax: +44 131 440 550l, 
Email:jima@ltsi.demon.co.uk 


MA IN APPLIED 
LINGUISTICS & TEFL 


Sehool of Languages & 
Area Studlea 


Sıaring lowarda Ihe end o! Beptamber 


TEACH ENGLISH : 


High Class Korean Restaurant 


segk 
HEAD CHEF 
Qualitıed in all aspecia ol 
Korean cooking. 
10 Years axpernenca al highesi lovol 
Fluency ın Korean and 
English assential 


(01705) M6102 
. (01705) MEMO 


lAcenje ol axcskenca . 
e 


for Univarity teaching 
& rasearh ١ 
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‘WINTER BARGAINS 
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| hiring a car in 
the UK this 


year ? 


FROM £63 
per night 
per apartment 


; . LONDON ê ا‎ 
Sall-contalnegl, fully serviced ın Kenalngiûn - close 10 perk, sp. 
uses ang ا‎ e O ait ane, aqulppad KItehen, centre! hepting. 
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took another pounding last week aç 
news of Japan's third-largest bank. 
ruptey sparked [resh waves of se] 
ing by already nervous investors, 
Mark Tran in New York and Mark 
Milner write. 

The Tokyo stock market tumbled 
more than Š per cent and the fallout 
in the Far East quickly spread i 
Europe and the US. 

În London on Friday last week the 
FTSE 100 share index closed 148] 
points down on the day at 5,020.2. 

The renewed turbulence in the 
Far East was triggered by the bank 
ruptcy of food group Toshuku, the 
ninth publicly quoted Japanese com 
pany to fail this year. Its difficulties 
served as a reminder of the prob 
lems facing Japan's corporate sector 
in the face of a struggling economy. 

Asia's markets “seemed to be a 
bit more stable in the last few days, 
but that was apparently an illusion,” 
said Peter Lindquist, an analyst at 
HSBC Midland Bank. “This is stil 
likely to create downside pressure 
for yields.” 

Tokyo was not the only Asian 
market in trouble. Hong Kong's 
Hang Seng index was down almost 
350 points on the day, arıd the Seoul 
market lost 5 per cent aınid cor 
cerns that little will be clone to tackle 
South Korea's economic woes unlil 
newly clected presiclent, Kim Dae 
jung, takes office in February. 


Daimler-Benz, Mercedes’s pa 
ent. The group's abhares suffered 
accordingly in Frankfurt. 

Itis yet another dentin the 
reputation for top-class engl 
neering and reliability ıı 
over decades by the firm. 

Last week's crisis led to the 
removal of Johann Tomforde a5 
head of the Smart research and: 
development team. He 1s to take 
up “other duties” at Micro 
Compact Car (MCC), the joint 
venture between Daimler, which 
owns 81 per cent, and Swatch: 
makera SMH, which owns the 
remaining 19 per cent. 2 

Nicolas Hayek, SMH chalr- 
man, said:.“We will make it 
aomewhat wider.” . ا‎ 

ıMercedes was also forced : 
widen the wheel-base ofits A 
Class and fit electronic stabilis ; 
ers as standard parta to try O . 
win back confidence after - .. 
thousands cancelled orders. I 
has since passedthe teat with : '- 
flying colours, ; . ı 


they might have determined the 
timing of the outbreak of turnıoil in 
some countries, But it added that 
those who profited “did so primarily 
by correctly perceiving uıısustain- 
able and inconsistent economic poli- 
cies, financial sector fragilities, and 
overvalued property and stock 
markets, 

“Some speculators, however, ap- 
pear to have made large losses in 
some operations, More generally, 
foreign İinvestors in Asian emerging 
markets have taken substantial 
losses”. 

The [MF said there appeared to 
have been three key domestic fac- 
tors that led to the crisis: first, the 
failure to dampen overheating pres- 
sures in Thailand and other coun- 
tries in the regton; second, the 
maintenance for too long of eêx- 
change-rate regimes pegged to the 
US dollar, which encouraged exces- 
sive borrowing in foreign curren- 
cies without regard to exchange 
rate risk; and third, lax prudential 
rules and financial oversight. 

"All these factors led to repeated 
attacks on the Thai baht and then 
on other currencies in the region.” 

The IMF said that although the 
roots of the crisis lay in the coun- 
tries most affected, developments in 
advanced countries and global ınar- 
kels had also played their par1. 

Stock markets around the world 
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Not ao amart . . . the Smart car on show in Zürich PHOTO: MARTIN REUTSH 


Moose upsets Merc again 


M ERCEDES, once a byword 
for German quality engi- 
neering, suffered renewed 
ignominy and ridicule last week 
when a second new car failed the 
infamous moose teat, writes 
David Gow. 

The car firm admitted it had 
been forced to delay the launch 
of its revolutlonary Smart car, 
being developed with Swiss 
watch-maker Swatch, by six 
months until next October. : 

Like its other entry to the 
ا‎ car ea ita A-Class, 

ero car flipped over during 
the Swedish “moose test” 
designed to ensure a car's 
manoeuvrability in severe : 
conditiona — auch as swerving 
to avoid a moose (or elk) . . 
lumbering across a forest road. 

. The delayed launch of the 
2.5-metre long, :1.45-metre wide 
` two-seater Smart,:a rival to .. 

Ford's Ka and Rover's Mini, 
.came as a further blow to the,. . 
profit and sales expectations of . 


necessarily deep, prolonged, and 
self-reinforcing downturn, which 
might seriously undermine support 
for an open world financial system 
and foster protectionist sentiment.” 

Arxiety is growing that Asian 
companies will seek to use their de- 
valued currencies to flood the West 
with cheap goods. Last week the 
head of Ford's global operations 
warned that the crisis would under- 
mine efforts to encourage free trade 
and nıay lead to political tensions. 

The international lending organi- 
sation said that Southeast Asia and 
Korea — where the IMF has been 
forced to lend nearly $100 billion in 
the past few months to help coun- 
tries stabilise their currencies and 
pay off shortterm debts — would 
be hit the hardest, followed by 
Japan, while the United States and 
Europe would emerge relatively un- 
scathed. 

In Britain output is predicted to 
rise by 2.4 per cent next year, 0.2 
percentage points less than in Octo- 
ber. However, the IMF sald this 
“cautiously optimistic view” hinged 
on Asian countries inıplementing 
“without undue delay" economic 
and financial reforms to prevent the 
crisis spreading to other emerging 
markets and beyond to advanced 
economies. 

On the emotive issue of specula- 
tors such as Mr Soros, the IMF said 


IMF issues warning on Asian crisis 


Mark Atkinson 
HE International Monetary 
Fund issued a stark warning 
this week that the Asian 
financial crisis could turn into an 
unnecessarily “deep, prolonged and 
selfreinforcing" downturn which 
could herald a return to protec- 
tionism. 

It also absolved George Soros — 
blamed by the Malaysian prime 
minister, Mahathir Mohamad, for 
causing the crisis — by saying that 
speculators had played a “relatively 
limited” role. 

‘The IMF, taking the highly un- 
usual step of issuing an updated 
global economic forecast — the last 
time it dîd so was after ıe 1987 
stock market crash — admitted that 
it had vastly underestimated the im- 
pact of the crisis wien it published 
its original projection in October. 

Instead of world output growing 
by 4.3 per cent in 1994, it would now 
e by only 3.5 per cent, if not 


wer. 
The IMF said: "As the episode 
continues to unfold, there are 
clearly downside risks, especially in 
view of the vulnerability of banking 
systems in some countries and the 
powerful financial linkages that 
exist across countries, 
"Policymakers will need to re- 
spoud forcefully to forestall an un- 


Prudential reprimanded 
for management failures 


stamp out the malaise at many of 
the nation's best-known financial in- 
stitutions. lt lanbasted the Pru for: 
Û deep-seated and long-standing 
failure in management, which 
prevented it recognising its short 
conings; 

Qa cultural disposition against abid- 
ing by consumer protection laws; 

Û failing to remedy shortcomings 
pointed out by previous watchdogs; 
Û selling unsuitable products; 

Û failing to put investors’ interests 
before those of the company: 

failing 10 establish and maintain 
adequate controls. 

Mîr Davies said: “We are satisfied 
that the Prudential's conduct has 
fallen substantially below the stan 
dards that the public has a right to 
expect from a regulated firm.” 

The problems came to light dur- 
ing an inspection by regulators in 
1995, at a time when Sir Peter's pre- 
decessor, Mick Newmarch, boasted 
on a number of occasions that the 
Pru had never “mis-sold" a policy, It 
subsequently admitted to more than 
70,000 potential cases of pensions 
mis-selling. 

In August, it was forced to double 
to $750 million the sum set aside for 
compensating pensions victims, It 
sald last week that further redress 
would be paid to any of its other 
6 million customers who had been 
sold a wrong policy. 

Yet, despite a number of requests 
from the watchdogs, it failed to put 
its house İn order and was even ac- 
cused of obstructing inspectlons. 

Sir Peter, who was appolnted by 
the Chancellor to take charge of the 
welfare-towork programme, finding 
jobs or training for 250,000 young 
people, expressed regret. “We have 
had a lot to put right, but no. one 
should doubt the strength of our, de- 

termination to ensure that we havè . 
the best industry practices İn terma 
of selling and compliance,” he said... 


Teresa Hunter 


HE reputation of the Prudeniial, 
one of Britain's biggest financial 
institutions, was severely danıaged 
after it received the most swingeing 
public rebuke ever delivered by a 

City watchdog last week. 

The $165 billion Prudential Corp 
oration was reprimanded for being a 
business out of control, “with deep- 
seated and long-standing manage- 
ment failures”, in the first discipli- 
nary action to be taken by the UK's 
new Financial Services Authority. 

This humiliating reproach is a 
serious setback to an institution 
which owns 4 per cent of British 
industry and which earlier this year 
engaged in takeover talks with the 
NatWest Bank and the Woolwich. It 
bought a highly regarded life and 
pensions company, Scottish Amica- 
ble, in September after a battle with 
the Abbey National. 

The embarrassment is com- 
pounded by its high-profile, $30 mil 
lion, television advertising campaign 
portraying the “Man from the Pru", 
chief executive Sir Peter Davis, as a 
friendly, trustworthy uncle. 

Sir Peter, who last year earned 
more than $1 million, promised 
viewers he was “dedicated to bring- 
Ing the best possible returns from 
the safest possible investments" and 
pledged “to keep your dreams alive”. 

But it emerged last week that 
thousands of customers have been 

sold the wrong policies because of 
misdemeanours by the company’s 

5,500 sales force. The worst of 
fences related to the sale of its core 
insurance policy, ihe Prudential Sav- 
ings Account, which the company 
now accepts was unsuitable for 
many customers. 

The FSA, which is headed by for- 
mer Bank of England deputy-gover- 
nor Howard Davies, was set up by a 
Labour government determined to 
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OLLS-ROYCE may have to 

pay out miliiona of dollars in 
commissions to a company be- 
lieved to be owned by a member 
of the Saudi Arabian royal fanı- 
iy. The action is connected with 
the Al-Yamamah arma deal, 


FTER 160 years, the name 

of Hambroa as an indepen- 
dent enflty was scratched out as 
the beleaguered City of London 
merchant bank confirmed re- 
porta that ita core business lg 
being sold to Société Générale 
for $400 million. 


HE 190 partners at Gold- 

mar Sacha are expected to 
enjoy bonuses of up to $ 15 mil- 
Hon each as praflts at Wall 
Street's last major partnership 
topped a record $3 billion. 


P MORGAN, the US secur- 

ites house, has been fined a 
record §580,000 by the Stock 
Exchange after being found gullty 
of manipulating the market. 


HE UK government is to 

offer tax relief on donations 
to educatlonal and anti-poverty 
projects in the world’s poorest 
countries in an effort to ease the 
erippling debt burden in the 
developing world, Chancellor 
Gordon Brown said. 


HE gap between UK top 

earners and people at the 
bottom of the pile narrowed this 
year for the firat ime since 
1979, according to figures 
released by the Employment 
Policy Institute. Meanwhile 
afficlal fgures showed that in 
September, for the first tme 
outside war conditlons, more 
women had jobs than men. 
M ERRILL LYNCH, the US 

broking and banking group 

which trades one io every four 
shares on the London stock mar- 


ket, predicted that the FTSE 100 
would hit record levels in 1998. 


TT ENS of thousands of jobs in 
the European defence indus- 
try were secured when Spain, 
Germany, Italy and Britain 
algned a $65 billlon deal in 
Bonn to build the Eurofighter, 
FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
Sterling taîas Starling rata 
Dacambsr 20 December i5 
Auatrala ı 2.5488-2543 | 24850-2.,4893 
Austra 20.75-20.77 | 20.32-20.84 
Balglum 80.88-80.05 Î 80.07-80.17 
Canada 2.3676-2.3897 | 23172-2 318 
Denmark 1124-1125 | 11.00-11.01 
Franca 9.88-98 9.67-9.88 
Germany | 2.0500-2.9828 Î 2.8892-2.Bg2ı 
Hang Kong | 12.92-12.03 | 12.65-12.84 
aland 1.1426-1.1440 | 1.1227-1.1249 
aly 2.895-2.800 | 2831-28 
ہرود‎ 21505-215 | 213.442130 
Netherlands | 3.3245-3 3280 | 3.2557-3.2603 
New Zealand | 2.4571-2.8903 | 2.7576-2 7828 
, Norway 12.09-12.10 | 11.87-11.88 
Portugal 30342-300 75 | 25.40-25.14 
; Span 260.2 1-250.61 | 24458-24489 
| Sweden 12.91-12.80 | 1284-1286 
1 Switzerland Î 2.3830-2.3860 | 2.3330-2.3361 
میں‎ 1.6688-1660 | 1.8328-1.6305 
EOU 1.4919-1.4936 | 1.450-1.466 


ی 
FIBEIOO Sare Index down 101.8 at BO20.2. PTE 280‏ ;. 


index down 57.0 at 4108.1. Gold up 5.50 at AZAD, 
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A Country 
Diary 


A KHellum 


HERWOOD PARK, Alberta: 
awaking to sce the first 


alıades of grey upon the eastern 
aky, I noticed how silent it was. 
Normally, the chickadees and 
redpolls hover busily around our 
feeders juat outside the window, 
cager to clevour their store of 
sunflower and niger saceds. But 
not today. 


As dawn developed into day, 


could make out the amall birds 
flitting about in the shrubbery 
same distance away. Then 1 saw 
the tiny Northern Saw-Whet owl, 
siting on the rope linc to one of 
the feedlers, dozing. 


The temperature remained an 
inhospitable -30C as morning 
wore on, and the small birds be- 
came nure aggressive, some of 
theın flying uround tlre small 
apruce tree to which the owl had 
movecl. The small birds were 
very restless, flitling about, but 
tno tınid tn feed because uf the 
presence uf their larger relative. 
But the uwl appeared (n be un- 
uware uf the feverish aclivity. 

Then suddenly the owl opened 
is eyes wide, sared northwurds 
twurcls the snow-covertdl 
ground and ew off. I cruucd ıny 

neck {o mE whit it was cling. U 
had caught a mouse feeding on 
dropped seeds ancl the pr'u- 
ceeded to fly back tu ils perch in 
the spruce trec. There il cona- 
menced to cul its brvakfast. 
During lhe next cuupic of 

(lays, the owl continued ils dawt 

visilalions, inlcm, il appenretl, 

on catching morc rodents. The 
small bircls dicl nat scem fe itı- 

Lerest it at all even though it is 

sald to feel on then. 

Meanwlıile the silence grew 
deeper as cach day dawned. By 
the third morning the redpolls 
had all but disnppearecl, proha- 
bly having moved to other fecd- 
ing arens, but the clıickadees 
were bolder. The nuthatcles axl 
the downies remained akittish. 

On cold winter mornings now, 
when the bush i4 so still you cnn 
hear your own breathing, I atop 
and wonder how little I really 
know of what goes on out there, 


govern their life, the stories of cre- 
ation, the penalties for disturbing 
the ancestors, and the rites for the 
continued fertility of the land and its 
people, 

‘The bays are what they call “get- 
ting men", The young men emerge 
from the bush camp transformed İn 
the eyes of their family and the com- 
munity. In effect they have been re 
born as holders of the sacred laws 
of their ancestors. The men who last 
week were just boys must now be- 
have in a responsible way towards 
their relations. 

The ceremonial elders who guard 
over the traditional law ih central 
Australia have come and gone. The 
initiatlon of the boys was carried out 
on Christmas Day during a raging 
dust storm. The paradox of auch an 
event taking place on December 25 
did not escape me. A 2,000-year-old 
celebration of the birth of one child : 
was perhaps echoed here in the 
bush by the spiritual rebirth of a 
new generation of Aboriginal men. 
These youngsters are now 
guardians of a spiritual life that has 
safeguarded their ancestors in a 
hostile environment. : 


ا 


rere deserihed as appalling 


Even allowing fr privately brecl 
ets hal suEHESIS At inluslry, tiv 
sung the ivrrage price of a pedir 
gre puppy i be HM. wrth 
upwards of USO nilio. 

Lite if uy uf ed mey is uel 
tu improve Lhe cmlilions iu which 
tur animals five, says A J Ml Rubsanı, 
a vel who has inspeetud dozens wf 
licensed and unlicensed brevders. 

Bizarrely, puppy farms are tr 
pureed to have been fhe brainchild 
of the Departmen of Agrirulurr. 
ial welfare groups say thal in 
195E governed advisers urgvrl 
Welsh dairy farmers lo brecdl dogs 
as a way uf supplementing iucomC 
hurt by dwindling milk quotas. Fhe 
departrnenl was unable to confirm 
or deny the allegation. 

True or not, the industry is now 
clustered in south and west Wales 
and provides the main source of in- 
cume for many farmers turned 
breerlers, 

Prices in London pet shops range 
Irom £275 for a King Charles 
spaniel to £350 for a Staffordshire 
bull terrier, Buyers in Japan, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan, where increasing 
numbers of puppies are flown, will 
pay nıore than £1,000. 


is strange to them but conveys the 
strength of their feelings in the only 
terms that non-Aboriginals under- 
stancdl. A more correct English trans- 
lation to describe the feeling many 
Aboriginal people have for thelr 
country would be "protection" and 
“guardianship”. 

The process of male initiation 
that occurs in a sacred place in the 
bush is a secret one. And it is to be 
respected as that. The symbolism 
behind the physical alteration of the 
boys’ anatomy is now better under- 
stood, The boys are separated from 
thelr female carers and, ke some 
other traditional groups around the 
world, go through a ritual death. 
The process is apparently terrifying 
{according to my friend Jampijinpa), 
buf the boys are supported through 


thelr ordeal by a ceremonial . 
“brother”, During the rituals that re- 
enact the verbal teachings of their 
origins (frequently referred to as 
“dreaming"™, blood is ‘spilt and the .. 
symbolişm of unity with thé earth is 


powerfully demonstrated. 


During the weeks spent in the 
camp the boys begin the lifelong 


process of learning thëè laws thai 
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over Brivıiin. Under the Brewding 
Dog Acts L3 aud 11 farms wilh 
lwo or mure breeding bilches are 


supposu lı abt ı licence Iron 
the local authurily, Many leo ul. 
Nur dues be licence gliirinice 
Kuud ¢ cu Ihe yrarly inn 
lungs are curried oul by planning 


officers concvrned with structural 
surroundings, nol vets checking tle 


. Cerutligion ml Pune 
brokeshire — have ZOU Hccnsenl 
breeders, wilh unlicensed brectlers 
probably doubling hat (igure, ac- 
cording la ihe RSPCA. 

Previous eslimates that abou 
70,000 farmed puppies are brecl nıncl 
sold eaclı year are well off the mark, 
says the Kennel Club. Noting that 
the UK population of 6.9 miflion 
dogs remains stable, the club has 
jus prudlucerl a new estimate based 
on the uumber of dogs which musl 
be coming on {he markelL each year 
to replace those that die. 

“We registered 273,341 puppies 
last year, but I'd say tıere were an- 
other 420,000 that weren't regis- 
tered,” sald a club spokesman, Brian 
Leonard. 


Living in Papunya is a useful and 
at times provocative contrast to the 
beliefs and value systems that I 
grew up with in 1960s New Zealand. 
AÃ few broken-Jown houses and the 
skeletal remains of 20th century 
technology that lie discarded 
around this community inıpress on 
me that the materialistic culture of 
Australia has only a Jeeting interest 
for many Aboriginal people. Their 
linke with this land extend back 
many thousands of years, long be- 
fore Europeans started to collect 
things and ciaim ownership. 

In Aboriginal soclety individual 
ownership has never taken hold as 
an'idea because, traditionally, no- 
body really owns .anything apart 
from their own dreams. The term 


ownership is now used by various 


Aboriginal groups when negotiating 
#ith the government over land 
rights, but it is in my experience 
that they use the word in a way. that 


furnıs where conclitions w 


vuudlitiuns to which the puppy is re- 
Luruingz, 

Accurding lo {he Royal Suxcicty for 
ihe Prevention of Cruelly to Anil, 
brvuding farms arw oflen cramped, 
clirty, dark and rife with sirkness. 
Hereditary rliseases are passed on 
by exhausledl bilches whiclı, like bal- 
lery hens, are mated as often as pos 
sible, producing two or cven three 
litters a year. Some are held dowı hy 
pilchforks tû be forcibly mated. 

Earlier this month Mike lal, 
labour MP for Weaver Vale, pub- 
lished a private members bill to slut 
illegal puppy farms and inıprove wel 
fare standards of registered commer- 
cial breeders. Mr Halls Breeding 
and Sale of Dogs Bill would also out- 
law the sale of mıppies to pel shops 
and unscrupulous dealers. 

Like the antihunling issue, 
1abour promised such a neasure if 
it was elected, and like the anti-hunt- 
ing bill, the Breeding ancl Sale of 
Dogs Bill is likely to fail because the 
Guvernmeıt will nol give it parlia- 
mentary time. 

So it is business as usual this 
Christmas and indefinitely for the 
hundreds — no one knows how 
many — of puppy farms dotted all 


ا ع ا ا ا 
Letter from Northern Territory Jon Marston‏ 


Aboriginal rites of passage 


gorged from the vehicles into these 
shelters, along with essential sup- 
plies of food and water needed to 
sustain everyone over the uncef- 
tain time ahead. 

Although I have witnessed sev- 
eral of these mass influxes that 
seem to appear overnight in Aborig- 
inal communities, I am still in awe of 
the effort and organisation that lies 
behind these movements of people 
over hundreds and, for some, thou- 
sands of kilometres of hostile 
desert. 

‘The force that lies behind these 
feats of endurance stems from the 
ancient traditlon of initiation cere- 
monies for the. young men of the 
Aboriginal communities in central 
Australia. The énergy behind this 
mass translocation derives its suste- 
nance from the deep need of central 
Australian Aborigines to give the 
‘sacred laws of their creation to the 
present generation of men. 


٤ 8 . ¥ 
Canine suffering: puppies rescued by the RSPCA from Welsh puppy 


The puppy farms that breed inisery 


Rory Carroll 


UNCHED inside a British 
pei shop cage, rheumy eyes 
peering through the bits, 
the puppy louks ihe embocliment u 
loneliness and innocence. He is 
neither of these things. 

| Rewind six weeks andl watch is 
1 heis born in a convertecl cowshed 
| Wales teeming with dozens uf dis- 
j "asd, yelping newborn dogs, iıll eıı- 
tering the satne multi-million pound 
industry of the puppy farms. 

„ Factories would be a betler word, 
lor ihe puppies are prarlucts, 
ought and sold for profit, exported 
anl made lo order, 

Credit card in land, you can 
phone your nearest dial-a-dog 
dealer, express your preference antl 
mail for delivery, just like pizza. 

You may not get what yuu pay lor. 
Pneumonia, pleurisy, cliarrhaca, 
Forms, vomiling blood, skelctal cle- 
formations and huge vets’ bills are 
"Ml part of the deal but can come 
included in {ıe price, 

Dissatisfied cuslomers have the 
dplon of returning {heir purchases 
and seeking a refund, but those who 
ry usually falter wen they see the 


LONG with the dust storms 
that roll into Papunya from 
ا‎ the western desert of Aus 

the summer months 
ome an assorted collection of vehi- 


igned to help you I- 


search engines typically inde 4 | 


lion pages (no one knows the na | 


tude af “Well, we can't index tre. 


van, creator of the hi 1 
Search Engine ا‎ 
(searchenginewatch,com), 8 ti 
ous about the trend for gil 
engines to turn themseheş iy 
amusement parks. “I don't ky 
that's wliat people want," he a’ 
still seems to me that people wani 
search the Internet. Look &t Ah 
Vista: it only really offers : 
0 it doesn't do much adveriig 
ut its popularity k growing 
o of molt 2 . 
Worse, Sullivan suspecı 
major search engines are 
ing pace with the growth of 
Web, or with changes in tecl 
that make the Web harder 1ı 
search. Sullivan points out dz 


million Web pages, wlıich was ry 
sonable when the Web had 10) nã 


figure), but it's a diminishi 
portion of a Web that's headite ir 
half a billion pages. "There's the ali: 


thing'," he says, "The chances at 
you'll still find what you're looking 
for, but the real value of search tr 
gines is that they bring lo the mb 
Lhings you wouldn't ther wise find’ 
But many search engine us: 
complain that they gel “too mam 
hits", and few can be bothered t 
improve their search techniques b 
get better results. The (rend i 
therefore towards trying to linil ll 
number of sites to Lhe better qualn 
onC@R, cven if that means pickis; 
1hem by hand. 
Zwillenberg says Infoseek UKi 
Irving to bridge the tue 
approaches by having a big seat 
engine” combined with hum 
editors who review sites for ther 
“relevance and qunlity to Britt 
surfers”. This also enables Infosek ' 
UK to take a “family-friendly 
proach: we clon't take aclult advert 
ing, and we try only to 
family-friendly sites," he says. 


IUUSTRATION: BILL BUTCHER 


Projects Agency 
created the popu- 


Calafia Consulting's Danay Sulli- 


These vehicles range from the 
sl urwheel drive models to the 
lievably brokendown rem- 
0 of 1970s saloons. The people, 
and trucks come from all over 
tral Australia and represent 
ulPs of Aboriginal communities. 
relationship between the 
u are complex: some are re- 
ت‎ by blood, several by language, 
whic O through a kinship system 
i takes years to begin to under- 


Inastene reminiscent of a 
photo- 
e 1 had once of French 
tered setting up camp, a scat 
and collectior: of corrugated iron 
on CES squares of plastic were 
cap, gicred and made into a 
Babies and old people dis- 


done,” he says. 


Jack Schofield on how search engines are des 


the University of California's Berk 

ley campus funded by Anıerica' 1 0 
vanced Research 0 
(ARPA). Inktomi 
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Buried deep in the Internet is information you want. 


The new). 
seekers 
T See ee a 


airports or railway stations, dis- 

patching surfers to various parts of 

the Internet, search sites such as 

Yahoo! and Excite want to beconıe 

destinations, lke America Online 

{AOD) andl the Microsoft Network 

MSN. And that's not just because 

indexing the Internet İs increasingly 

becoming a hopeless task, 

Search engines are immensely 
useful in the chaos of the Internet, 
but at the end ofthe day, wlıat these 
guys want is to increase the number 
of eyeballs that linger on thelr site,” 
says Don DePalma, an analyst at 
USbased Forrester Research, "be- 
cause the only way to make money 
at the moment is by selling adver tis- 
ing iınpressions.” 

in fact, two of the leading search 
engine sites now reject the Jabel. 
Iain Osborne, marketing director of 
Yahoo!'s European operation, says: 

i clon" like being called a search 
engine. We are not a search engine, 
and we never have been a search 
engine: we're an Internet media 
company.” 

While it's possible tu disniss 
Osborne's complaint as semantics — 
Yahoo! is a hierarchical clirectory of 
Web sites created by human beings, 
rather than an index conıpiled by 
software robots called “crawlers” or 

Spiders", like Alta Vista — he is 
making a serious point. Yahoo! is 
just as much a “media property” as, 


HE world of Internet search 


a2 


س“ 


October 1995, and Excite stopped 


4 that it's pot published an paj 0 1 
1 per. Ad | callin Hts cite « listings into a series of TV:lke 
أ‎ se ulê pope or e م‎ 0 ‘ch engine earlier ٤ a E different sub- 
0 suc i 
and pulling in Pt E oth, i Yahoo! has generally led the way. | sport. Last ih 


Yahoo!'s move in 


Yahoo!'s basi tory when it introduced a Reu to commerce, it | lar HotBot 1 : 
gorising Web alles hasnt cla a] E 2 0 It e e a popping util | Wired's HotWired site, Microsoft ie or Yahoo! any م‎ a ا‎ 
since it started in a trailer at Staı 1 y adding weather infor- | & Investin d a Business Î now licensing its technol since it has a ner 
f 1 I Î mation and 5 vesting Channel with the back- | bui ology to | monopoly of the hierarchical dire 
Ce Ny Corrlarae Jerry's | and ore een 1t u ece | REC RE ie sela Quien | mucho AOLuned ekey. O | oj rge a oie 
company’s co-founders, postaradl. th ¢ shopping via a deal with Visa, LU a hi Its a useful reminder that other Web al Ook, Architects OT 
uate students David Filo and 1 € credit card corıpany. Users can e RE € of the oldest search Î types of site are conver, ê 0 eb, “Yahoo! is like the sole tableof 
Yang, pooled thelr pct j, | Personalise the system lo thelr own | fast. It i ıs now trying to catch up | same strategy as Yahool Eacite an | qin A book wilh many 
favour pists of | needs with My Yahool. 8t. It introduced niore powerful | 1 0l, xcîte and | dexes.” Companies that are lefî ot 
1 ther io ire ا ت‎ a 2 0 Yahoo! responded to E in Sep- efare e, a Er چ‎ 1 ined ا ا‎ 
ا‎ ume unmanageable. Excite Cite's free e-mall service by buy- | channels, call Since added its own | print publication, and AOL.as real or imagined loss of bu 
— which . ing Fourl1 — known for its “white | wi led Web Guides, along | line servi an on- | that rejection entails, 
iL en reee ree, | e ety Lg eT | een fee eal af | mama KOR E | go Tee eg bak tr 
— has arri . email — for sh to : oing lave to come up 
from the Do dct e 2 0 Asa result, iinow e i heve e adi search en- 1 ق‎ 0 0 more وا‎ and r 
I was founded in a garage in C E people want, | seek has deci ı3 route. Info- | sellthem to advertisers rec, Fang Biya. There Pv 
pertina, California, in 1903 as Archi apart from free Web pages, knittt as decided to “stick to its ier . „_ | bly will be some level of express sf 
4 rchi- | Excite offers simi iti tting”, according to Paul Zwillen- gence means AOL is | vice that may involve fees, but til 
0 ا‎ e ا‎ guding E a 2 arg, a director of e tU wD Di e hist purely conjecture. Its sonê 
could create abstracts and do sub. | Yaho] jtj SE mall. Like | whi pers Innovatjons, | according to Jonath ing we have to think about.” 
tect ahool ît has locali : which runs Infoseek UK. So ba onathan Bulkeley, the However, for ers, YE 
jectgrouping automatically. Archi- | diffe ocalised versions for | Alta Vista, which i 3 | managing director of AOL UK. aa sas 
text changed its name to Excite 1 rent countries, and can be per- | based com Er in US Te moving up the food chain,” kong iê real challenge اعانا‎ 
when it launched its search he 0 sonalised via My Excite, Earlier this | tal EA Puter manufacturer Dig: Î he says, “and we're movi chain," | ing a user experience that makes 
year, it reorganised its directory uipment Cororation, and | thefoodchain" E down | people feel comfortable on the niet 
ل‎ SE : e net. “And thats easier sald it 


i, a spin-off from research at 
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ildli Specials and Fred's 
ا‎ by far. Fred being my 
mynah. 


The canıeraman, Mike Richards, 
(Sir Gordon's boy, of course) is er 
ribly tiny but utterly fearless. He ol 
viously rode on the neck of an eagle 
to catch that look of terrible inten- 
sity as the questing head turned this 
way and that, seeking whonı if 
might devour. The land was 
snatched away from beneath him 
and the only noise was a sound like 
washing flapping in the wind. Some- 
times he climbed out on the ia 
sometimes he looked the eagle ful 
in the eye. When you're Mike's size, 
that is, frankly, foolhardy. 

Eagles will eat anything. Kanga- 
roo, snakes, monkeys, fish, 
mites, tortoises, a monkey's tail: 
"This remarkable view of an eagle 
removing a monkeys tail is e 
sadly, a rare sight.” Not so sad, 
imagine, i you're the monkey. 
(“Bugger me, mother, dld you see 
what that bird just did? Thank God 
it's a rare sight." 


, attempting to hide the run- 
killer, he has toe cope with re 
itrant blinds. 
E of being Walter Matthau, 
Alun Arnıslrong is also just boul as 
good a Burns as yon could hope 
find, Wilh his heavy, potaleshapetd 
head and e maui 5 n 
ıclics all {be cynicisın ol il 
a ınullers, of a tliabetir' ilr: 
*Î ought to know beller than tu hin: 
anyone with a disease. And there i5 
excellent suuppurt fram Lizzy e 
terny a> a Clark Slrerî liirt an 
from Aclanı Uurlly as a prisiy ew 
rom poet. Mark Thunupsen's sel, 
with iis almosphere of tlecaty and is 
{torn piu-ups, is also a model of jour- 
istic incss. و‎ 
E 0 adds: To Wilton's 
Music Hall in Lonclon, to sce Fiona 
Shaw perform Eliot's 1922 poem, 
The Waste Land. Walk through 
the door of Wilton's near Tower Hill 
and you face the City's history. 


the world's oldest music hall. No- 


Check morality at the door 


FTER the synthetic cynicism of 

Chicago, The Front Page, rUn- 
ning al lhe Dunmar Warelhutise i 
London, is he real thing: not just 
ihe best nf all newspaper comedies 
bul a superbly cralled play by Ben 
Hecht and Charles MacArthur {hal 
shows how the amoralily of re- 
porters interested only in scoops 
feuds off the corruption of cily offîi- 


The central dilcmns revolves 
around slaı' reporter Hildy Jolnson, 
torn belween love for his future bit- 
champing bride and loyalty to ا‎ 
ferocious eclitor, Walter Burns; and 


he‏ ا 
fugitive copkiller secreted In tl‏ 
rollop desk of the Chicago Crimi‏ 
nal Courts pressroom, 1 e‏ 
e i 5 E slory | Fiona Shaw stands upon lhe stage of‏ 0 
says:‏ 


ightly surplus to life's require- 
ا‎ Some unexpected alliances 
are formed. John {ex-army and an 
ex-monk) and Susie {a young Ger- 
man studen} met in the queue last 
year. Johan said: “She is the best 
music librarian Tve ever met." It 
seemed modified rapture, but they 
ed engagement rings. 
E all ine documentaries — 
and the director Helen Richards de- 
serves credit for this — something 
moved under the surface like a pike 
in a pond. Something was being 0 
a little lower than your hearing level 
but, now and then, you caught that 
unvoiced whisper. Who are these 
people? Why have they constructed 
this little world of precedence, ex- 
clusion and etiquette? I is a recon- 
struction of a world that no longer 
exists. On the last night the veteran 
prommers dressed as if for dinner. 
The orchestra played “I vow to thee 
my country”. Sue's face melted. And 
then, you felt, the ahip went down. 

Eagle (BBCI) was, photographi- 
cally, the most breathtaking of the 


Michael Billington 


cials concerned only with votes. 


when Hildy finds himself with 


— it's a career.” 


"Balls!" gle cried suddenly. 
Aniseed balls are also a tradition. 
All this crystallises to diamond on 
the last nights when, to secure at 
place at the front, they have to sleep 
out all night. Sue had an inflatable 
tent to repel pigeons (They walk 
about the pavements at 4am") but 
she got little sleep as she was 
patrolling the pavement all niglıt, 
confirming her suspicion that one 
couple had sneaked off to bed. "If 
they're not prepared to play by the 
rules, they will be knocked off and 
their faces will be clocked for future 
reference.” When Adam and Alice 
reappeared in the morning, they 
had their buttons snipped off. Adam 
sald it seemed silly to sleep out 
when they lived down the road. 
Alice said: “It's a cliquey thing. If 
you're not in with them, they oust 
you.” All of which was perfectly true 
and quite irrelevant, Gold Stick in 
Waiting seems silly, but we are talk- 
ing tradition here. ۲ 
Pranminêra tend to be retired, re- 
dundant, unmarried and, somehow, 


Hi-de-highbrow 


gile like dice from the hand of a TELEVISION E a ه ا ا‎ 
Richard Meler has dreamed up ma- money-no-object Las Vegas gam- . : ith blood, but once the hal 
Center opened last week, jestically for the J Paul Getty Trust. | bler, Nancy Banks-Smith e a a white line every- 
Jonathan Glancey Ona | WII the kids from Watts come? Close up, the Getty proves to be a f The | one fell into piace. The season 
n | : The people at the Getty hope so, | sort of giant compendium of world HE very first line o 
eavenly new attraction but can’t be sure, so [ decide to go culture, a museological encyclo- 
above the City of Angels and ask them, paedia, and at times an indulgent 


Prommers (Modern Times, | ticketholders (sandals and socks) 


Te was “Can you form a | stand here and what they call the 


box of chocolates, The museum, de- 


18 ARTS 


LA’s palace for the people 


The billion-dollar Getty 


63-year-old New York architect 


AM RODIA, an énigré Ital 
ian plasterer, built the Watts 


queue?” Can they queue? Is dy rippers (sandals and no socks) 
signed to take into account the at- Beethoven decomposing? E The Pronıs run for a couple of 
ing Ukrainian. Half of those I talk to | tention span of a generation of pers can queue in their sleep. months and serious prommers 
Towers single-handedly be- | have heard of the Getty. The rest Californians brought up to channel- there were prizes for queueing, queue every day. It helps to have no 
tween 1921 and 1954. These batty, Î should have. Posters throughout | hop through more than 50 trashy TV they d be first in the queue. their | other commitments. A temporary 
JUOft-high iron spires encrusted the city announce "Explore . . .", Î stations, contains works of art rang- At some point, bosib e j village evolves on the pavement and, 
with shells and fragments of glass | “Discover. .”, “Your Getty Center", ing from the sublime to the kitsch. fnest hour, the Engllsh pres as Agatha Christie showed, that 
and china are anong the most popu- | Whose Getty Center? You can wander aimlessly worldchamplon queuers. AS û | means murder. Sue, who has been a 
lar artworks in Los Angeles. Or at “Snothing to do with me, man,” through rooms dressed up in the ! | he steward who had called for 
least they are among the poor, the | says Naah, a hulking 18yearold | style of Louis XIV, making little or 
(lisposseased, the panhandlers and | dressed like aome medieval Japanese 
| teenage street gangs who have taker | warıîoı 


n ticketholder for 30 years, 
Roe all the traditions — she in- 
vented most of them. She was re- 
pelling saucy boarders: “Some 
bugger tried to overtake me, 1 told 
him: You don’t overtake And you 
don't sit down on the rail. It is pron 
enader tradition. It's Just Not Done. 


„ “We put the white 
ee dow to aay, Hing on ّ 
costs nothing to get in (allkoug: | Weve done his Just O be ir and 
you'll need to book your car into tir. | is England’. He wore a ret and 
giant car park buried under the kJ’ | an ir of unpunctured E ک‎ 
lwo weeks in advance) and visits | he could sing Just One bs ess of 
are free lu wander in and out ofl which gave the whole ai Of Hi 
builclings, restaurant and cafés, k | queueing for the Proms an 
lounge on Ihe linerike terraces û (i 
la wancler around the circular gar 
den shaped by Robert Irwin, Ue 
celebraled irstallatiun artist, 2 
“H flacsn't matter", says Wall. 


wilfulness as a patron hasn't been a 
bad thing: Tm rather glad we've got 
things here, a glorious mix of art- 
works and artefacts, that we mod. 
ern art professionals would probably 
have turned our noses upat. 

“Getly was certainly shrewd: he 
got to know what he liked and, 
unlike, say, Randolph Hearst, Ihe 
Newspaper magnate, he did! allow 
himself to be sold pııps.” 

Such faith in Getty's powers ils ù 


“if on thrir first few irîps, visit 
collector was questioner] warlier this | Jon gul lo cow ur learn all hit 
month by the allegation, ule by a | much, We want peuple lo hare a 
Goruer Brilish Museum Curilur | goo Hime, se lal hey camie aga 
who lis workud at Ile Gry sine | anl again. TiS i pol ıneant lo ا‎ 
LHL, thal some of the works nı1 dis- | on Clitist arts orgiisalion." 
play are fakes. Nicholiıs Turners Kuan by rout, | lilinye by built 
legal suit against Ihe centre, in | ing, the Getty Cenler really doe 
which he is also claiming sexual bı- 


hve somllinug tu uffer alo 
". whelher their interest bs 
issiınce Jalian painting ¥ 
‘fashion anı plratography 
û lormer Curie’ of [mining 
al fhe Bolo Museum of Fine Arts 


rassment, will no Joubt dry ou fur 
months but is unlikely lu buther 
managermenl significantly. 

The ure thing that coull put pail 
to this breathtaking project is an 


which could, if 
nature turned nasty, as it dlitl here in 
1994, tip the whole cabooclle on lo the 
snaking frceways and Coyle 
Patrolled ravines below. Los Angelos 
Was never a scısible place lo raise i 
cily and certainly not une of thig 
mind-boggling scale. Yet, who coull 

resisl its balmy climate? ‘The Clear 

skies lave all bul clouded uver wilh 


cam tell tıs wlınt to clo, wlıere to g0 of | 
threalen lo cul our funding. Î guess 
ihis remouleness ar freedom Irom 
public Junding coulkl mean that we 
dre seen lo be entirely removed: 
fron everyday social concerns, (ht 
we sar tou far apurl, yet equal 
1hat's our strength. This is a place lb 
dream antl to lake risks as well as t0 
leaclı and learn." 


e oF 


Mohsen Makhmalbaf anı 


no sense of outlandishly over- 
restored regal beds draped in silk 
and capped with ostrich feathers; 
yOu can snoop at the ill-fated Marie 
Antoinette's boudoir decor: and 
then fînd yourself surrounded just 
as easily by magnificent illuminated 
manuscripts from 12th century 
Byzantium, elaborate medieval Ger- 
man glass, an opulence of Titians 


Yet, whenever you feel you have 
seen toû much, Meier's architecture 
curmes to the rescue, Whenever mu- 
seum fatigue threatens, visitors can 
escape into courtyards, or on to bal- 
conies, and gulp in the magnificent 
views over the Pacifie Ocean or the 
beyond. 
This is when you begin to recognise 
the physical genius of this place. 
This is arl and archilecture as fairy 


ND YET, even if it does alter 
the game plan of one 
teenage gang member, even 


earthquake. There is something | explains thal the core idea "is ha 
P across to Angelenos and to the | if it does help cultural research ant | touching in the faith of those who everyihing counecls, und hal we 
of fast-moving streets and gated world. This isn't a mausoleum for conservation programmes around have chosen to spend $1 billion-plus | value alt arl forms rqually. No ont 9 
malls — in the hope that the effect | the rich." the world (and, boy, does it spend Î on a shrine lo Ihe arts 
of great art will rub off on their Visible fronı much of Los Ange- 
broad young shoulders, 


generously ün these, from Mexico 
to China via rural Pakistan), the 

an enormous conceit — 
the vanity of riches writ as big as lhe 
famous illuntinated "Hollywood" 
sign that blinks over Tinsel Town at 
night, an overblown menorial to a 


C. "It's up there, y'know, for the 
folks on tlıe hill, It's for white people, 
man, not for us people here in the 
city." Noah’s fellow dudes agree, 

“We've hit the headlines", says 

John Walsh, director of the Getty 
Museuin (the heart of the 24 acre 
Cente), "with ihe fact that the 

Getty Trust lias spent $1 billion on 

the buildings. What's less known or 

appreciated is the fat that we've 
spent a further $1 billion on creating 
research and most importantly out- 
reach eclucalion Programmes tliat 
will, we hope, makc the Gelly Cen 
ler accessible to anyone.” 

To kids like Noah? 


them to heart and can visit for free, 
Walts is an area visitors to LA are 
advised to avoid, ancl few ofthe peo- 
ple who hang out there spend much 
time in the city's more overtly so- 
plisticated cultural hotspots. The 
impressive Museum of Contempo- 
rary Art, (MOCA} designed by [rata 
Isozakl, is located in the downtown 
district, yet like most museunrts and 

#nlleries in LA, it costs $6 to get in, 
The most ambitions home to 1he 
aris yet 10 be buill in ihe United 
Siales, and probably anywhere in 
the world, ihe Gelty Center, openecl 
its ınany coors carlier this ınontlı. 
Like ihe Watls Towers, entrance is “Oh, definitely," says Walsh, a 
free. The trustees ol the Gelty are geullemanly and good-humoured 
doing everything they can think of | Bastonian. “The idea of the Getty 
to encourage the gangs of young | Center is a deeply old-fashionerl 
blacks and Hispanics who puse by | one; it's quasi-evangelical. We be- 
Rudia's eccentric masterpiece to | lieve art ang culture are goorl for 
come up and sce some of the people, that people rich or poor are 
worlcl's great art, or simply to chill eemed in some way by art, and 


out on its majestic terraces —- some we intend to get that niessage 
of the only public spaces in this city 


and Tintorettos, 


Snow-capped mounlains 


godmother. 


A 


les, the Getty Center is breathtak- 
ingly big, lıandsome, beautifully 
built and, in its own noble terms, 
Yery convincing. Meier, continuing 
Waish's educational theme, de- 
scribes it as a “*camıpus", Few uni- 
versity buildings, though, boast the 
luxury of courtyards clad ir traver- 


tine, the most beautiful marble in 
the 


The $1 billion Getty Center, in 
the making for the Past 15 years, 
lıas been built on the top of a hill in 
Brentwoud, LA'S most exclusive 
Suburb, best known until now for 
former residents Marilyn Monroe 
and Nicole Brown Sinpson. 

Now any Angeleno can cone up 
and gaze out over the whole of their 


Getty is still 


less than attractive family. 
‘Yoır mustn't be too hard on the 
Gettys," says Walsh, “How moncy 


ed here since 
Hossain Sabzlan himself, loves Hecht and اا ی‎ and i a. ee a IH has been a E 
ik erate Chicago reporters; | d warehouse. It is 
7 fllms and is deap lore? bout their | sion hall and a rag 
smog since, yel LA continues to grow | Fhe dreams of billionaires ké The Cconman S tal @ اا‎ kind of selfrespect, n | are Ec ا‎ selfdrama- | cold and smells damp. N 
€ world, lush garclen terraces and was earnel and a rich family's pr | antl drıws étnigréx and would-be | Getty live a bhabll ol guing wrong, | . front of a surprisingly kindîy and | sleazy, mis rhe newapapermen Î peels. The gold, i rotting. 
many-<centred city fron the latter | a complex interlocking of buildings | vate history are oue thing; how that stars like a magnel. Art centres lan, or simply end in fuluous archilee } . fair-minded people's court tising trade. k wise, Invent sto- | moulding on the ey E 
day Acropolis, lialian hill town or | that look, at first, as if they have | money is being spent now, some. Anyone wlio comes here ean fee] lurill and artistic expression. This | about life in Tehran, Arıd so does judge, he pleads that he really play e E intended 7am | You are advised not E 
Hadrian's Villa (its all of these) the been shaken over the sun-drenched thing else, In fact, old nıau Getly's Î like a duke or duchess for lhe duy. Il Î wns certainly irue of Hearst, و‎ : | ONEMA the pe 0 would have made the film if only angle of the killer as a matter of ا ا ا‎ ‘Then she 
[jasy castle at San Simeon, rofl | Darek Malcolm boring at all when 3, | he had the money, even though nal inconvenience. Burns is | Shaw th and it is as if stie is 
uf las Angeles, offers the publ | It transpires fat a poor man, he'd never held a camera. Be- perso the great monsters of | opens her mouth and the cruellest 
nothin: ا‎ n insight r BRAS KIAROSTAMI was | who is unemployed ag elden, e mete E a one,’ ا‎ one a e e ia your Bon. ‘Apr ا‎ E 
a a E Hrd the cowinner of the Palme | can’ 1 ,„ Observing But the power of the play ties : A few minutes later she 
rich and ambitious. For all his falê | , d'0 erly, has persuaded a wel 1 tami turns him into that dû MacArthur show | ety hostess. A kn 
nj’ at Cannes this year , -claas family that Kiarosl -be' the way Hecht anı 3 is th selping snitch, a Cockney 
and foibles, lean Paul Getty I has,in for The Taste Of Cir and heeled middle-class st vulnerable of would-be i ds this: professional | is the go: on 
tis J Makhmalbaf, a 0 begins to | just what breeds t 1 eighbour greedy for hot gammon. 
‘eath, put his fortune to good use. | \s cemented his position as | heis Mohsen loved by | heroes the man who 0: icism. Chicago in 1928 is seen as | neig' n image. Some lines 
need O TS ES ore |. | Irarsforemoet direct f later- | real llfe director much believe in the es he has told: | eyri i ih graft and | Image piles upo 1 
: fiimas such | believe dg bibine wilh E and familar they are like advertis- |' 
obsessed by art and Getty mort | national standing with authori- | the Iranian publlc for You want him not to be pun. The Republican mayor. |. are so rite of it is that |; 
أ‎ Gabheh. foreboding | corruption. 0 - | ing slogans. The surprise 1 
Ihan many. Art offers culture, 1 tes who at firat didn’t want the aa The Cyclist and ished, imagining with forel Hf want the killer, who has ans. T E 
1 he wants to 7 tem --|and she in | Shaw makes it so funny. 
a a mr He a Ri in their atand gar- | a fundamentalist legil ays . Î bumped off a black cop, hanged jerforma the poera as Jf it is: 
immortality, And artists need tê |. Bu extraordinary film-maker, make a film in their where a sin is definitely a sin. ` maximise the black vote in | She pı f thE On 
: borrowed money | a: on of , order to also Î music. She 1s only part of 
rich. and the earlier Cloze-Up, at last j den, and alse ally, geting |; Thefilni’s inveatigati the upcoming election. They 1 Jean Kalmar’s lighting, 
Throughout history, great arta l: shown of | from them. Gradually, - . | Sabzian and his effect on those j; the Red scare,‘and; in the |; ciestra. Jean is an 
ggitecture hee ened for || etan Plein, oo eb f Cue coal Mak uglbal, ° | around Hira ie humane, gener, | play ap ne Fo octet aulvert | wich toran huge ohne, be ar | 
less than holy alliance between il Test, grap: 1 to the police . ous and seems îı fact ‘` |. the reprieve from the governor ‘by et û ghosts; justas |: 
1 : : : 'in fact '' |. the reprieve irom th Itechoes with lts own ghosts; 
gotten money and creative amb they report Hs to E To | out guile, even when it 1s ' seeking to corrupt his messenger. |. ia haunted by the dead 
E Clee Agee alle Hearng thls ; beng very guilefal Amd tend e oe ice race of || at POD e ef dea pat | 
that alliance a . 1 1 1 llghy absurd story, Kiarostami, ا‎ a ntary- all ln Sam- چ ا‎ e ` and present. This is theatre ag archt- 1 
e ا‎ with envy, Each yea: . decided to makê a documentary ` oe Rida that Hla aourid aye - EP e i tarê architecture ãs theatre. || 
the Gelly 1 st give aw: about the case, : ‘tem has broken down at the _ | Neil Caple-mêl the rnessenger" as; | And whatever you calif, tis an aw-' 
E i So this is f film within a lm, item hef brolsem da e oo Î mlmor role of the meagel by | fully big adventure. 
5 per cent of its ا‎ |. : İ cima ا‎ the real ` |i offered -orie bribe اا ا‎ dain’ |. .“Thirty-seven minutes whizz by 
IE LS GC E 
mething 7 rs tothe -| an agony of ind 1 : ending is € 8: 
ا‎ eee aa E ET E e e ES | 
te Getty Center work? Wie س‎ Kiarostami, this-1s almost 1 e 2 his flturê Ife passing be~. ‘e ece: which passeth under |: 
[ a : ent of redèrption: |i fore him. itis that Griff | standing 0 u2 i; 
hurry, WHE Noe n is an م‎ i bento, iEbrouglnt teat to my ا‎ E ie hat CE, | E ag tla outa thexgallk : 
.rom Watts will come remains vê : , eyes and ends a film ı 1 : 
seen. Perhaps.they'll get there. ê 
Alo 


fore the next earthquake takes ol 
the whole' city, Sam Rodia's towers 
J Paul Getty’s legaty and al 


e 
: ا8“‎ obable .' ering glooit, The river lows eve 
: Î seéms to say that we're all actors |: makes him a slightly Impro dnwarda: Tne sands elli: 

' ire one way or ãnothêr.” 


1: ir ° Hildy. Buthe 1s very funhy, not least 


20 BOOKS GURO, | nA 
Unquenchable thirst for freedom 


BOOKS 21 


‘No one seems able to 


can achieve socialism quickly and 


e Thrillers afford anything and 
Ceausescu is dead but many of | Chris Petit 1 yet they work all the 
the other e concentrate on un- Five Past Midnight, by J ۴ h Ht 
finished struggles, in Bosnia, Nige- iı by Jam - Li as gotten 
Dale Haron, ria, China and Indonesia. There is | Thayer (Macmillan, £160 | time. Life g 
An Embarrassment of Tyrannles no room for coınplacency. Index EEE ESET much more brutish’ 
Edited by WL Webb and Rose Bell must continue to shine its light on E NJOYABLE — if improbatk yr: : e . 
Gollancz 347pp £20 the barbed wire, the torture cham- execttion — ripping yam : ا ن‎ a 4 أ ص ن‎ 
Banned Poetry Pa e ors blue il E ther of the ert * 4 ر 8 ا‎ 1 3 : 1 EE 
t does just that in another publi- lite Star, who posits ar 0 : 5 : a IL . as a writer — that took the basic en- 
e 0 Porter and Harriet ll cation, a whole edition of the maga- | Yanks inserted an assassin il 7 E : کو ا‎ 8 : :' | ergy. If I had to grade myself I 
1 02 £799 TT zine devoted to old and new poetry | chaos of Europe in the iu . +? ° ٍ E: ا‎ : would give myself a B nıinus.” 
ndex 192pp £7. TINIE that has been banned. Banned Po- | 1945 with orders to kil Hh: : E 7 And as a husband? "It was a very 
1 etry contains work from poets who Unlikely nick-oftime €SCapeS zt: good first marriage,” he says gently. 
OHN MORTIMER once wrote have faced exile, imprisonment and superman heroics held in chek..| “It lasted a long time. We genuinely 
ل‎ that the price of freedom is Poverty because of their work. just — by thorough researdl i 
perpetual fussing. Silence — 


Their publishers have been jailed, 

their printing presses seized and ا ت‎ 

yet, as the editors point out in the in- | The Enumerator, by Agnes 

troduction, this is “a perverse trib- Bushell! (Serpent's Tall, £80, j| 
آ ی‎ 


the absence of fussing — ig the dic- 
tatar's friend. An Embarrassment 
Of Tyrannies, a compelling collec- 
tion of articles, poems aad stories 


Germany in collapse. 


۰ likel each other and we agree 
about the importance af art. I'm nat 


sure I could have becoıne a writer 


without Mary; she gave me space to 
see what [ could do. But again, Î 
ute to the power of poetry”. don't think [I made her feel secure, 
spanning 25 years of the disaident's They say the poems have not USHELL'S post-Aids, allem 
mouthpiece, Index on Censorship, 


is a stark reminder of how much 
fussing still needs to be done, 

We might have thought that 
ınuch of the world's tyranny ended 
ت‎ with the collapse of comnunism in 
Eastern Europe. But new tyrannies 
have emerged and older ones have 
sharpened their instruments of op- 
pression. Fighting censorship and 
other human rights abuses can be a 
lonely and depressing experience, 


been selected simply because the tive San Francisco — a dl; iii N 1 
writers have suffered but because | stew of blood lust, hypocrisy #! | j E د‎ El 
they have genuine artistic merit. death, Star Trek re-runs, QUEER at 
This is more true of some than oth. ings, and a promise of lore - 
ers, but the volume includes many ' proves as arresting as her tatioy 
compelling works that transcend heroine's foreground investiga. 
the poet's immediate situation to be- into a gay murder’ that is imagi 
come poignant anthems to dissi- | tively execute — corpse 3s lad 1 
dents’ suffering and resistance, display. pp 

The late Nigerian Poet Ken Saro- -— و ا‎ 
Wiwa gives us "Corpses Have | Beneath the Blonde, by Stella (| 


and there was something skittish 
and boyish about me, which wore a 
little thin when I was in my 40s." 

So what prompted their divorce 
after 24 years of marriage? "Other 
people. Other people as a symptom 
of not satisfying each other in cer- 
tain regards. Also a boredom factor 
might figure. We married quite 
young [hê was 21| and il was pussi- 


Censorship has played a crucial role fundamentalists and the growth of 
since it was founded by Stephen | euphemisms to sanitise the horror 
Spender in 1972 after Soviet dişsi- of war — a sinister lexicon which 


ble we had lıad enough. As a lus- 
E ع‎ 1 band I would gel a C plus.” 

dents protested against show trials reduces civilian casualties to “collat- | Grown”: Duffy (Serpent's Tall, £8.99} م‎ E e I is, of course, in his mvliculous 
encapsulated in the dissîdent's | in Moscow. The anthology boasts | eral damage”, chemical weapons | Corpses have grown ~~ 0 1 descriptions uf lhe slresses, lhe 
toast: “Let us drink to the succesg of an impressive list of writers, includ- | attacks to the harmlesa-sounding And covered the land. ARELY recovered from b:|' Jristralins of middle Aınerican 
our hopeless endeavour.” But the ing Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Nadine “CWe” and hides the word “kill" The xylophone of the deceased chi last scarring (a recımu|! أ‎ marfages hal Updike remains ult 
strength of the struggle is testi Gordimer, Dario Fo, Arthur Miller, Î behind absurd “synonyms" such as is still, has forgot the past, theme), Saz Martin pursues i 1 challenged as ù wriler. Bul why, 1 
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what drives them on throug perse- Î a wide range of human rights the philosophical framework, argu- wards 


cution, torture and public indiffer- 
ence, and the reply is always the 
same: “Becaııse without freedom, [ 
have nothing." 

1 remember Wang Dan, a leader 
of the Tiananmen Square protests, 
sitting in his tiny Beijing apartment 
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riage and my work demands it. 
Writings a funny thing — to afr 
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my fight then I accept their 
tyranny." Wang Dan went back ta 
jail last year. 

Where free speech is banned, op- 
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the outside, This is where [ndex on 
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the only mountain that a non-moun- 
taîneer can see the point in climb- 
ing, With half the available oxygen 
that we breathe here at sea leve! 
and temperatures dropping well 
below freezing, even the base camp 
on Everest is a place where human 
beings can live for onl! a few 
months. On the summit it iş inner 
space and you can measure your 
survival time in hours. 
Aud yet still the Westerners come 
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